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OBJECT: To foster an interest in nature

May 2022 newsletter
No monthly meetings until further notice
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grew up with on a pint-sized Kentish farm and fed 
to our pet rabbits. Every part of the hemlock plant 
is poisonous.

Water: A dam, storing precious water for stock in a 
harsh-at-times landscape, was beautified by native 
Water lilies Ottelia ovalifolia.

Ants: Shining Coconut Ants that had laboriously 
brought pieces of vegetation to the top of a large, 
lichened rock.

Grasses: We compared and studied the plentiful 
native grasses though often these were masked by 
the La Nina-stimulated growth of pasture grasses 
and other introduced species.
Nests of clay: Where the walls meet the ceiling 
of the underpass, ceramicist Fairy Martins had 
created bottle-shaped nests one beak-full of clayey 
mud at a time. Welcome Swallows’ nests, together 
with Potter Wasps’ nests also adorned the concrete. 
Where is the nearest source of mud for these 
industrious animals’ building endeavours?

Observations: As inveterate list-makers and 
classifiers we valued the species list from the 
Australian Native Plants Society (SGAP) members’ 
previous visit and compared notes on eucalypt 
identification.
Musings:
Photographs, stories and artists’ sketches from 
Kama might morph into Nature Journaling as 
reflections on feelings, sights and sounds when 
immersed in nature, including biology, ecology are 
recorded in diverse and creative ways.
As we create stories around or share information 
about the organisms we observe, we may be coming 
close to Indigenous peoples’ ancient and universal 
traditions of passing on to others that which they 
needed to know in order to survive and thrive.
Are we, through our writings, following the 
universal, pre-literate tradition of orality where 
the encyclopaedia of life was shared with others 
during journeys through habitats and ceremonies 
in special places?
We each explored, remembered and may have 
passed on stories from our exploration of Kama in 
our own ways. We’re constantly curious about and 
awed by the discoveries waiting to be made around 
us. The First Knowledges series may excite your 
interest. The first book in 2021, Songlines: The 
Power and Promise by Margo Neale and Lynne 
Kelly may link naturalists’ creative records to 
Indigenous lives spanning back 60,000 years.
“Songlines are the means of storing and learning, 
knowledges, ancient and modern. They are 
stories embodied in the land, sea and skies to be 
remembered and passed on through song, dance, art, 
ceremony and most importantly, through attachment 
to Country.”
This ABC Radio National All in the Mind episode 
adds to understandings about Songlines:
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/
allinthemind/songlines-indigenous-memory-
code/7581788
There’s also a Lynne Kelly TEDx presentation about 
the encyclopaedic memory achievements of pre-
literate peoples: Modern memory, ancient methods

Rosemary Blemings

Page 3 – Field Natter    May 2022 



Praying Mantis 
laying eggs

Sometimes you get lucky with 
photography, just being in the 
right place at the right time.
My first observation of a brown 
Praying Mantis before today 
(10 April 2022) was on 1 January 
2014, mostly they are green, 
large or small.
On one occasion in late 2020 
we had an eruption of about 
20 green nymph Praying Mantis 
on our front deck - not that I 
realised what they were until the 
friendly moderator at Canberra 
Nature Map identified them. 

Just a week ago we had a very 
pregnant-looking green Praying 
Mantis searching for a place to 
lay eggs (I suspect) on our back 
deck.

This afternoon at 5 pm I noticed 
a 60 mm long, brown Praying 
Mantis on the front wall of our 
house so I rushed inside to get 
my phone/camera. Returning 
about 40 minutes later I was 

Rising to the challenge
In the last newsletter I raised 
a challenge to see if members 
could better my identification of 
around 105 different invertebrate 
species found in one morning in 
my own yard.
Rosemary Blemings has risen to 
the challenge with the following 
list.
Lacewing eggs laid on kitchen 
window flywire
Skinks of all sizes/ages and 
several with short tails!
Butterflies” Greenish Grass Dart, 
Common Grass Blue, Common 
Brown, Orchard Swallowtail
A Cabbage White came several 
times to the pale underside of 
a twig of box hedge cuttings, 
which was shining in the sun
Dandelions
The Rocket flowering in the 
veggie garden is popular
Native grasses:
• Microlaena stipoides
• Sporobolus creber
• Themeda australis
• Barbed Wire Grass in a large pot
Austrodanthonia sp

flabbergasted to see she was 
laying eggs and 10 minutes 
after that she was guarding the 
egg sac.
There are about 120 species 
of Praying Mantis in Australia 
and according to the Australian 
Plant Society, about a week 
after mating the female exudes a 
gummy fluid from her abdomen. 
The fluid is mixed with air 
bubbles, dries rapidly and forms 
a weatherproof mass that has 
the eggs embedded in rows. This 
capsule is known as an ootheca.
The eggs (50–200) hatch in 
Spring if they escape being 
parasitised by a small wasp. The 
female is thought to die in the 
first frost after laying her eggs, 
a short life span of 8–12 months.

Kevin McCue

Correa bauerlenii
C. glabra popular with Eastern 
Spinebills
Correa ‘Canberra Bells’
C. pulchella
C. reflexa
C. alba sunburnt
Calistemon (red flowers)
Grevillea ‘Lady O’
Oxalis
Hibbertia scandens
Scaevola aemula:  a  more 
interesting species is buried by 
Microlaena
Paper Wasps searching for new 
nest site near their old one by 
security light.
Seedlings from next door’s 
Passionfruit vine
Magpies came for oats
Spotted Pardalote calls heard
Currawong calls
Tiny feather on window from? a 
bird strike?
Small moth in the Persicaria. 
Each small and tiny moth has its 
own niche in spite of appearing 
to be similar. 
Geranium retrorsum in flower 
modestly after many earlier 
flowers in spring. Crimson 
rosellas often came down to 
them 2 months ago.
Wahlenbergia stricta?? budding 
up again in the ‘lawn’.
M e l a l e u c a  o v e r t a k e n  b y 
Rhagodia spinescens
Red Wattlebirds have come back 
recently. One present by 16.30
Green metallic fly
Flies and ants drinking -  feeding 
from a container that had juice 
from a chicken pieces purchase.
Viburnum leaves…a few 
reddening. A Grey Butcherbird 
was in the branches… after, 
I suppose the few berries it 
produces .  I  am therefore 
contributing to the weed problem 
even though it’s not Viburnum 
tinus.
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Observations
Charles and I watched a female 
Satin Bowerbird bathe herself 
in one of our birdbaths. When 
we noticed her, we also saw a 
Common Myna on the rim. It 
flew off seconds later. The good 
with the bad. I shout and wave 
sticks at the now two pairs of 
Common Mynas that venture 
from neighbouring gardens into 
ours.
We also have heard the presence 
of a pair of whistlers, not sure 
which species, in the Cape Lilac 
tree and nearby eucalypts over 
the past few weeks. I was able 
to glimpse one of them the other 
day but couldn’t definitively 
identify it. Its breast was soft 
light grey / beige but this was at 
a distance of some metres.
I also saw an Austracantha minax 
(Christmas or Jewel spider) in its 
web in a nicely untended rear 
garden off the main street of 
Braidwood. I was astonished as 
I had never seen a spider like 
this before. It was striking, its 
black, white and orange colours 
and extraordinary shape was eye 
catching.

At on the M31 to Melbourne 
yesterday (21 April), I saw an 
echidna having safely made it 
to the other side of the freeway. 
It was nearing the verge, and 
bushland beyond it, into which 
it could be safe from vehicles.
On the Benalla to Yea highway, 
I noticed that all of the dead 
kangaroos and wombats had 
been checked by some good-
hearted soul that there were no 
young in their pouches, evident 
by the telltale red cross on their 
bodies.

Lucy Bastecky

Greenish Grass Darts
This season Greenish Grass Dart Ocybadistes walkeri butterflies 
have given many hours of enjoyment as they feed from Flatweed and 
Dandelion flowerheads. Even when disturbed they doggedly return to 
the same bloom as if addicted. On Easter Monday one was feeding 
so persistently that I knelt down to watch it and then had time to go 
indoors for the phone.

I realised that its tongue seemed almost as long as its body. It uncoils 
to probe deep down between the Dandelion’s florets, presumably 
drawing up nectar-like liquid.
The photo also shows that the ‘ray florets’ are five joined petals. The 
curling stigmas would be receptive to any pollen brushed off the 
anthers each time the butterfly’s tongue is extended into the multi-
flowered bloom.
It’s possible this flowerhead is still unfurling. I counted at least 
30 florets, which would become 30 seeds if the pollinators were 
successfully enticed.
Maybe I’ll regret leaving dandelions for butterflies, hoverflies and 
bees. There’s no shortage of Veldt Grass and Microlaena in the 
garden for the butterflies to lay their eggs on. I wonder how long the 
butterfly gems live?
I’ve also seen them feeding on Wahlenbergia flowers and Bidens 
subalternans blooms…..the latter being Cobbler’s Pegs and a really 
nasty Asteraceae with seeds that hook onto laces, fabrics, fleeces, 
tyres. 

Rosemary Blemings
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Namarag Nature River Reserve
Butters Bridge was built across the Molonglo River 
back in 2016. The slender, elegant bridge, lauded as 
one of the longest pedestrian bridges in the Southern 
Hemisphere (pedestrians and cyclists will share its 
walking width of just five metres) is named after 
Sir John Henry Butters (1885–1969). Butters was 
a distinguished engineer and from 1925–1929 was 
the first chief commissioner of the Federal Capital 
Territory.
Besides a pedestrian bridge it also serves a discrete 
function as a sewerage pipe between north and south 
Canberra.
At the time of building it was very remote but as the 
suburb of Denman Prospect has been developed in 
recent years, access is now much closer to suburbia. 
I visited the bridge two years ago and have been 
advocating it as a possibility for a FNAC excursion, 
but to be honest there was perhaps not too much of 
interest that is, until now.

Until I joined a COG walk I was not aware that just 
a month after I visited, the area was closed to create 
a new nature reserve, Namarag River Reserve.

I joined the COG  visit last week and was amazed at 
the difference. New tracks have been created west 
of the bridge with various lookouts over the river, 
including a track right down to the river banks.

One track leads to a dam on which we found a 
Black-fronted Dotterill, though Sandra said there 
had been three each time she had visited previously.

More than 10,000 new trees, shrubs and plants have 
been added to Namarag by Greening Australia.
Additionally, more than 2,000 tonnes of hardwood 
logs have been salvaged from trees felled across 
Canberra’s urban forest and have been re-used, 
mostly I presume, to aid erosion control. It will take 
some time for all the new vegetation to grow but 
I feel this will be a great place when this happens. 
Even so, with the track now down to the river I feel 
it is well worth a visit. We saw a number of bird 
species including a pair of Yellow-tailed Cockatoos, 
Wedge-tailed Eagles, Black-shouldered Kites, 
migrating honey-eaters and even a pair of Scarlet 
Robins.
The original pedestrian access has now been 
bulldozed for further development but there is now 
a ‘possibly’ temporary car park just past Coppins 
Crossing within around 100 yards of the bridge: 
a much shorter walk to the bridge than from the 
original track.

Alison Milton
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Activities
Thursday 5 May, 9:30 am: Aranda bushland

Kevin is planning a walk through a section of Aranda Bushland where there may be autumn orchids. 
This is a long-unburned part of the Aranda Bushland, but the site of a planned prescribed burn, area ~ 
6Ha. Some preparation for the prescribed burn has already been undertaken: i.e. sensitive areas have 
been raked clear of leaf litter.
Kevin has been studying Termite Mounds in this area. There is also some Heritage Fencing, a Scar 
Tree and Callitris Pines.
Leader Kevin McCue 0405082306 or mccue.kevin@gmail.com
Below is a map of the proposed walk through the area stippled, looking for orchids and other flower-
ing plants.
Parking is off Bindubi Street, 
where the powerlines cross the 
road. Care needs to be taken 
when turning off Bindubi Street 
as south bound traffic is travelling 
fast. 
Bindubi Street is between Cook 
and Aranda so those coming from 
the Glenloch Interchange and 
southside are advised to turn into 
those suburbs in order to achieve 
a safe “U-turn”.
Please let Kevin or Rosemary 
Blemings know if you’re able to 
attend. Warwick, Brigitta, Lesley, 
Neville and Mike please invite 
Wednesday Walkers if they would 
be interested in joining us.

Paper wasp nest
The paper wasps have created a significant nest 
underneath the outdoor motor for the indoor split 
system air con. It faces north and gets warmth from 
the sun in the cooler months.

May I please have your opinion as to whether this 
should be allowed to continue? The only problem 

I see is that no one will want to service it with the 
nest there.

If I have to remove it, when is the best time or season 
and how does one do it safely? You could write to 
me at labastecky@gmail.com 

Lucy Bastecky
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Membership application or renewal

Surname:  ………………………… First name: …………………………

If a family membership, please include the first names of 
other members of the family:

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Postal address:  …………………………………………………………………

Suburb:  …………………………….. State: …………  Postcode: ………

Home phone:  …………………  Work phone:  ……………………

Email address:  ……………………………………………………………

How did you hear about FNAC? Please circle:  Friend      

Other    Please specify: ..................................

Subscription (Single/Family $25)   Donation:  $...........

Subscription renewals are due on 1 July each year

Pay by post (include completed form)
Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra
GPO Box 708
Jamison Centre   ACT   2614

Bank transfer (renewals only: form not needed)
Account name: Field Nats
BSB: 325 185
Account number: 03545251
Reference: Please include your name

Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra
GPO Box 708
Jamison Centre  ACT  2614

Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra Inc.

Who are the Field Naturalists?
The Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra (FNAC) was 
formed in 1981. Our aim is to foster interest in natural history 
by means of meetings and regular field outings. Meetings 
are usually held on the first Thursday of each month. Outings 
range from weekend rambles to long weekends away. 
Activities are advertised in our monthly newsletter. We 
emphasise informality and the enjoyment of nature. New 
members are always welcome. If you wish to join FNAC, please 
fill in the member application below and send it in with your 
subscription to the FNAC Treasurer at the address below.
President: Rosemary Blemings l 
president@fieldnatsact.com
Email: secretary@fieldnatsact.com
Website: www.fieldnatsact.com
Treasurer: treasurer@fieldnatsact.com
Membership: membership@fieldnatsact.com
Newsletter Editor: editor@fieldnatsact.com

Monthly meeting venue:  Jan Anderson Seminar Room, 
R. N. Robertson Building, Biology Place, Australian National 
University

mailto:president@fieldnatsact.com
mailto:secretary@fieldnatsact.com
www.fieldnatsact.com
mailto:treasurer@fieldnatsact.com
mailto:membership@fieldnatsact.com
mailto:editor@fieldnatsact.com
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