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Australian dust storms

Speaker: Richard Greene

_ Dust is important in a range of soil, ecological and landscape processes, as well as

in mining and health related issues, but when and where does dust come from, and

0 <+
SR when it lands what are the implications? Richard has been studying dust since the early
= 2 1990s and is still carrying out dust research today. He will describe how he first became
x — interested in dust research, where this research has taken him, and what keeps him
g %) motivated in dust research to this day.
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Newsletter contributions

All members are invited and encouraged to
contribute to the newsletter each month.

If you have an interesting story or photo we would
love to include it in the newsletter. It doesn’t have
to be a local story, maybe it’s something you saw
while travelling or even something sent to you by
a friend.

Perhaps consider a short write-up of the monthly
outing. Others may be able to provide the photos
if you don’t have them.

I’m aiming to select a photo of the month and the
winner can collect a Caramello Koala at the next
monthly meeting. Maybe a larger prize for the
overall photo or story of the year.

I aim to publish the newsletter a week before each
monthly meeting so I have a prepared a table of
the deadlines for receiving stories for each month.

Of course, if you miss the deadline, we can hold it
over for the next month.

Month Contribution deadline
February Monday 27 January
March Monday 24 February
April Monday 31 March
May Monday 28 April
June Monday 26 May
July Monday 30 June
August Monday 28 July
September Monday 25 August
October Monday 29 September
November Monday 27 October
December Monday 24 November
Send your contributions to:
editor@fieldnatsact.com
Alison Milton
Editor

This could be your photo or story!
Blue banded bee waking up.
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Field Nats online
Website

The FieldNats website is a useful resource.

It lists the committee members and provides links
to contact the key people.

The Newsletter page has links to not only the
current, but most past issues of the newsletter.

Keep up-to-date with upcoming events on the
calendar among other useful links.

FaceBook

Did you know that FieldNats now has a FaceBook
page?

John and Janet would love to receive a photo or
two for the FaceBook page. Perhaps an interesting
sighting or photos from an outing. It doesn’t matter
if you also send the same photos to the newsletter.

No deadline for these, just anytime you have
something to share.

Put FaceBook in the subject line and send to
secretary@fieldnatsact.com

Lost and Found

A plate and knife were left behind after last year’s
Christmas party picnic. So far they have not been
claimed.

If they belong to you, please email secretary@
fieldnatsact.com otherwise they will be offered as
a raffle prize.


mailto:editor@fieldnatsact.com
https://fieldnatsact.com/
https://fieldnatsact.com/field-natters/
https://fieldnatsact.com/events/
https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra
https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra
mailto:secretary@fieldnatsact.com

Activities

Lawson grasslands outing

On 8 March, Rainer Rehwinkel kindly offered Field
Naturalists the opportunity to join a ramble that
he was leading with his Lawson Landcare group.

In morning drizzle, the ramble started from a
diverse grassland site situated between Dawn
Crescent and the former Naval facility at Lawson.
Here, Rainer discussed grassland ecology. He
pointed out that this grassland was more than the
observed native grasses, such as Kangaroo Grass
Themeda triandra, wallaby-grasses Rytidosperma
spp, Red-legged Grass Bothriochloa macra and
Windmill Grass Chloris truncata.

It contained grassland forbs, some of which
were in flower, and also blue-green algae and
symbiotic lichen. Our discoveries included
the Blue Devil Eryngium ovinum, Scrambled
Eggs Goodenia pinnatifidia, Tufted Bluebell
Wahlenbergia communis, New Holland Fuzz-
daisy Vittadinia muelleri, Common Everlasting
Chrysocephalum apiculatum and Grassland
Morning-glory Convolvulus angustissimus.
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Rainer also talked about the interaction of grassland
fauna, telling us that the previously thought single
species of Grassland Earless Dragon has now
been split into four. The local Canberra species
Tympanocryptis lineata can conceal itself in spider
holes, which are thought to be holes initially
constructed by crickets and then occupied by wolf
spiders.

Furthermore, Rainer gave us some historical context
of land tenure and details of ensuing conservation
efforts. To help conserve this patch of natural
grassland, ACT Government departments will
remove recent well-intentioned, but inappropriate,
tree-plantings, spray weeds, erect conservation
bollards and draft a plan of management to
implement a more sympathetic mowing regime,
so that flowers are not lost before seeding. These
outcomes are thanks to Rainer’s negotiations with
the ACT officers, with help from MLA Jo Clay.

Regarding the bigger picture, these grasslands have
connectivity to a more extensive area of grassland
in the former Naval facility at Lawson. Defence
Housing had plans for extensive development,
which have been reduced, again in part thanks
to advocacy from Friends of Grasslands and the
Conservation Council. The final outcome is still
to be determined.

As mentioned, weeds are an on-going issue. It
wasn’t hard to spot invasive species such as African
Lovegrass Eragrostis curvula, Serrated Tussock
Nassell trichotoma and St. John’s Wort Hypericum
perforatum.Active management will be required.

Leaving this grassland, we followed a connectivity
corridor between the former Naval facility and new
urban development to a woodland. It was densely
planted in the 1980s with native species to form
forest structure. It is now starting to mature, but
is still sorting itself out to a woodland structure,
which may not even be the end-point on soils suited
to natural grassland. In the plantation we found a
carpet of moss and a hatched Praying Mantis egg
sack.

After the woodland, we walked down to a secluded
part of the Lake Ginninderra shore. This is where
we were shown the highlight of the day — one of
only three known locations of the endangered
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Ginninderra Peppercress Lepidium ginninderense.
This sub-population was recently discovered
by Rainer. It is a disturbance species, and with
succession, has possibly disappeared from the
initially discovered patch at Lawson only to emerge
on a track some tens of metres away.

Along the way, we encountered several bird
species. A flock of Little Corellas flew over the
grassland, then in the woodland canopy there was
a flock of Weebills. At the Lake Ginninderra shore
we saw three Wedge-tailed Eagles high in the sky,
then back at the grassland a Nankeen Kestrel was
observed swooping down to catch prey. A few
Welcome Swallows also perched nearby. It was a
bit cool and damp for butterflies, but several late-
season female Common Browns passed us by, and
a few Common Grass-Blues were flitting through
the grassland.

After the walk, an impromptu table appeared, full
of shared plates for morning tea.

We were all so appreciative of the very informative
and enjoyable morning facilitated by Rainer.

John Stein

Indian butterfly invades
northern Australia

A male Tawny Coster Acraea terpsicore, is a
small, leathery-winged butterfly belonging to the
Nymphalidae (brush-footed butterfly) family, found
in grassland and scrub habitats.

Naturalist and birdwatcher Chris Sanderson took a
photo south of Darwin of an orange female butterfly
not known among the more than 400 species
previously recorded in Australia. He sent a copy
to Michael Braby who subsequently identified it.

New butterfly species are only known to have
established in Australia twice before over the last
200 years.

The Cabbage White Butterfly was introduced to
the east coast of Australia in 1929 with vegetable
imports from New Zealand.
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The Wanderer, or Monarch Butterfly, established in
Australia as early as 1871, after its milkweed host
plant was introduced.

The new species: a Tawny Coster is spreading
rapidly across the top end and had reached Cairns
by April 2021.

A bright orange butterfly that has been spreading
across Asia for the last 30 years has now established
itself across much of northern Australia.

When Australian butterfly expert Dr Michael Braby
received an email in 2012, purporting to show a
new species found south of Darwin, he could not
believe what he was seeing.

This butterfly has now been reported in the Brisbane
area, at Coffs Harbour and in November last year
it was photographed in MacKellar in the ACT, so
keep your eye out for this rare invader.

Kevin McCue

A Marbled Gecko

Ever since living in Port Moresby in the 1970/80s
I have been fascinated and entertained by geckos.
Some of our Aranda neighbours claim to have them
and they are illustrated in the NPA’s Reptiles &
Frogs of the ACT by Ross Bennett but I had never
seen one in 32 years of living here, not until this
last February. Actually Sonja drew my attention to
it, trying to get into our garage, a Marbled Gecko.
I moved it to the garden and regretfully have not
seen it since. I do hope it still lives here.

Kevin McCue



An evening spotlighting at Mulligan’s Flat

If you have never been to Mulligan’s Flat Sanctuary,
or haven’t been for a while, it is something I would
recommend you do before it gets too cold.

I was there last week and found so many treats in
store. It all started off with a magnificent sunset as
we were leaving the Wildbark Visitors’ Centre.

Just to save time, we had a short drive to a fence
where we left the vehicle and entered through a feral
proof electrified gate and fence to the side of a large
dam with numerous birds paddling and squawking
as they settled down for the night. Sorry, but I didn’t
take note of the species.

As we were walking along the dam embankment
there were a number of frogs among the grass. It
was possible to spot them either by their movement
or by eye shine. I think we saw both spotted and
striped marsh frogs.

Spotted Grass Frog

By now it was quite dark but our ranger guide had a
bright light that he used to try to locate the animals
which call Mulligan’s Flat home: bettongs; eastern
quolls; spotted tail quolls and bush stone curlews all
of which have been reintroduced into the sanctuary.

This areca has now been cleared of invasive
species such as cats and foxes although a few
rabbits still roam free. There were other animals
too like possums, swamp wallabies, echidnas and
kangaroos. In the day time it is more likely you
would see snakes, lizards, long neck turtles and
lots of birds.

One of the star attractions, the bush stone curlew
now reintroduced to Mulligan’s Flat was elusive on
the night I went and I understand they are difficult

to spot even during the day as they are so well
camouflaged.

Some of the more mundane critters which inhabit
the sanctuary are the spiders and I must admit to
having a liking for spiders. We saw a number of
very large spiders with huge webs. Someone said
they were orb weaving spiders but I am not sure.
We had to be careful where we walked as we didn’t
want to destroy the web.

Orb weaving spider web

Orb weaving spider

Once the sun set it became cold and I was pleased I
had taken a warm jacket. The walk was only meant
to last two hours but we were an enthusiastic lot
and in no hurry to get back so the guide extended
it by another half an hour. A great way to spend a
pleasant evening.

Deidre Shaw
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Perisher Valley to Bullocks Fat walk

Recently 1 was privileged to
spend a few days in Kosciuszko
National Park (KNP) with a
group of friends.

We decided on Saturday to try
out the recently constructed
walk from Perisher Valley over
the range to Bullocks Flat in
the Thredbo Valley, it is part of
the recently completed four day
Snowies Alpine Walk.

The distance varied depending
upon which sign you read: from
12 km to 13.5 km.

Initially the track climbed slowly
and gently to the crest of the
ridge where stunted distorted
snow gums and snow grass was
encountered among gigantic
boulders. From here it is downhill
all the way. The track, which
is in very good condition and
well maintained, had wonderful
views over the Thredbo Valley
and beyond.

Perisher to Bullocks Flat walk -
looking towards our destination

Kosciuszko National Park

We stopped for morning tea
among the tea tree at a very
pretty spot with billy buttons
and expansive views. We then
continued along our way.

Lunch was beside the track at a

Perisher to Bullocks Flat walk - lunch
spot beside a waterfall

On again through tall alpine
ash forests with ferns and bogs.
At one point the whole party
stopped as we were entertained
by a lyrebird who went through
his whole repertoire including
a kookaburra, bower bird and
other bird calls I was not able
to identify. He knew we were

there but was unconcerned and
continued to serenade us.

Apart from the lyrebird and a
flock of black cockatoos there
was very little in the way of birds
and we saw no wildlife. It also
was a little late in the season for
alpine flowers, apart from billy
buttons and magnificent deep
coloured Wahlenbergias.

PTG .

Perisher to Bullocks Flat walk - top of
the Range

The final part of the track ends
at the Thredbo River, which we
walked along for the last couple
of kilometres to the parking
lot at the ski tube where we
had arranged for a lift back to
Perisher.

It is a walk I highly recommend
but perhaps a little earlier in the
year to take advantage of the
display of wildflowers for which
the mountains are noted.

Deidre Shaw

Raffle prizes

The monthly raffle is our is our only fund-raising event and is funded through members’ generous
donations, mostly consisting of items no longer needed or wanted at home. Fresh garden produce
is also highly prized.

Please go through your cupboards for all those little items you no longer use or want and bring them
along to donate as raffle prizes.
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Activities

Activities

Sunday 6 April 9 am — Kambah Pool to Red Rocks Gorge Lookout
Come along for a walk in the wonderful Murrumbidgee Corridor. We’ll head down to the scenic Red
Rocks Gorge Lookout. It’s the time of season for migrating honeyeaters, so who knows what we might
see. We’ll meet at Kambah Pool carpark and allow 2 hours there and back along the same track (2.1 km
each way). Bring binoculars, water, sun protection and sturdy footwear. Optional coffee after at the
nearby Café Blanco, Shop 1/3 Carleton St, Kambah. Please RSVP by email to John or by using the
website form. NB. Summer Time finishes the previous day, so be careful not to arrive an hour early

3 April Richard Greene

1 May Libby Robin

5 June Steve Taylor

3 July Shoshana Rapley
7 August Jane Roberts

3 September TBA

2 October TBA

6 November  TBA

4 December ?

Dust storms
Restoration ecology

The Citizen Science of Giant Eucalypts

Bush stone curlews

TSRs and aquatic conservation values

Xmas

Lawson grasslands revisited

I was not as prepared as I thought
when I turned up for the Lawson
Grasslands walk so thought [ was
a bit lost (although not as much as
I thought,) and as such the drizzle
sent me home again.

Undeterred, I ventured back
again a few days later. I was
thrown by the fact that what is
declared as Lawson Grasslands
on Google Maps, is mostly fenced
off as the former Naval facility
with warnings about asbestos.
It was only at the far end that I
found a narrow grassland corridor
between the fenced area and the
construction of the extension of
the suburb of Lawson.

This led to the woodland described
in John’s report and I could see
the track leading down to the
lake but didn’t go that far on this
occasion.

In the woodlands, I disturbed a
mob of kangaroos but they were
all in the fenced area. Later, just
as [ was about to head for the bus
stop I noticed a large number of
them in the fenced area racing
across the grounds spread out
right across the area. I wondered

what had spooked them but then
saw a service vehicle driving
along the fence line. As it then
turned towards the old navel
homestead, the whole mob fled
back the way they had come. I
estimated 400—500 roos.

Unlike Rainer’s excursion I
concentrated more on the insects
in the area, sighting them on my
walk from Baldwin Drive to the
grassland corridor.

There were the usual Eucalyptus
leaf beetles and leaf hoppers and
on the trees near the grasslands,
several interesting spiders, among
other interesting sightings.

One of the more interesting was
a caterpillar that was crawling
along a branch until I got too
close it suddenly retreated into a
web-like nest.

I also loved the velvet ant wasp.

Velvet ant wasp

An Asian man seeing me taking
photos, and while not speaking
much English, gestured and
eventually led me to a group of
fungi nestled in the fork of a gum
tree that I would no doubt have
missed. Very grateful to him.

Hope to go back again, perhaps
with John as a guide to where the
group went.

Alison Milton
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Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra Inc.

Who are the Field Naturalists?
The Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra (FNAC) was formed
in 1981. Our aim is to foster interest in natural history by means
of meetings and regular field outings. Meetings are usually held
on the first Thursday of each month. Outings range from weekend
rambles to long weekends away. Activities are advertised in our
monthly newsletter. We emphasise informality and the enjoyment
of nature. New members are always welcome. If you wish to join
FNAC you would be warmly welcomed.

President: president@fieldnatsact.com

Email: secretary@fieldnatsact.com

Website: www.fieldnatsact.com

Treasurer: treasurer@fieldnatsact.com
Membership: membership@fieldnatsact.com
Newsletter Editor: editor@fieldnatsact.com
Outings Coordinator: outings@fieldnatsact.com

Membership application or renewal

New applications and renewals can be done through
the membership page on the web site:

https://fieldnatsact.com/membership

Subscription (Single/Family $25) Donation: §...........

Subscription renewals are due on 1 July each year

Bank transfer (renewals only: form not needed)

Account name: Field Nats

BSB: 325 185

Account number: 03545251
Reference: Please include your name

If you are unable to make the payment through the web
site you can contact the Membership Secretary at the
email address opposite, or in writing to the address listed.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra

Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra
PO Box 708
Jamison Centre ACT 2614

‘: Gould Building
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