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OBJECT: To foster an interest in nature
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OBJECT: To foster an interest in nature

MEETING—No meeting this month
Please note that due to the proximity to Easter, the 
committee decided not to hold a meeting in April.
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ISSN: 1836-2761

Canberra Nature Map update – good news
For the Canberra Nature Map users, there is good news. Aaron has announced 
that Canberra Nature Map will continue into the future. In addition, while the 
focus will be on the Canberra area, the previously announced closure of the wider 
NatureMapr will now not go ahead.
Aaron’s full message can be found on the home page of the web site.

Activities

Come along for a late afternoon/twilight walk through the woodlands of Mulligans 
Flat Nature Reserve. This is a special place, where re-introductions of species have 
occurred in a fenced environment. After recent rain, the reserve should be looking 
good. Birds will be settling down for the night, and it’s possible that nocturnal 
creatures may be making an early appearance. The walking will be 1 to 2 km on 
relatively flat ground. Meet at the Mulligans Flat car park, off Amy Ackman Street, 
Forde, at 4 pm. Finish time will be just after sunset at 6 pm approx. RSVP to John.
NB. FNAC does not provide Personal Accident Insurance. It is recommended that all 
participants on FNAC outings have Ambulance Cover in case of accident or sudden 
serious illness requiring urgent evacuation. Ambulance cover is often included with 
Private Health Insurance plans or it can be purchased separately.

Stony Creek outing: Photo John Stein

Thursday 16 April 4 pm - Mulligans Flat outing: Leader – John Stein
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Newsletter contributions
All members are invited and encouraged to 
contribute to the newsletter each month.
If you have an interesting story or photo we would 
love to include it in the newsletter. It doesn’t have 
to be a local story, maybe it’s something you saw 
while travelling or even something sent to you by 
a friend.
Perhaps consider a short write-up of the monthly 
outing. Others may be able to provide the photos 
if you don’t have them.
I’m aiming to select a photo of the month and the 
winner can collect a Caramello Koala at the next 
monthly meeting. Maybe a larger prize for the 
overall photo or story of the year.
I aim to publish the newsletter a week before each 
monthly meeting so I have a prepared a table of 
the deadlines for receiving stories for each month.
Of course, if you miss the deadline, we can hold it 
over for the next month.

S e n d  y o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o :  
editor@fieldnatsact.com

Alison Milton 
Editor

Field Nats online
WebsiteWebsite
The FieldNats website is a useful resource.
It lists the committee members and provides links 
to contact the key people.
The Newsletter page has links to not only the 
current, but most past issues of the newsletter.
Keep up-to-date with upcoming events on the 
calendar among other useful links.
FaceBookFaceBook
Did you know that FieldNats now has a FaceBook 
page?
John and Janet would love to receive a photo or 
two for the FaceBook page. Perhaps an interesting 
sighting or photos from an outing. It doesn’t matter 
if you also send the same photos to the newsletter.
No deadline for these, just anytime you have 
something to share.
Put FaceBook in the subject line and send to 
secretary@fieldnatsact.com

Month Contribution deadline
February Monday 26 January
March Monday 23 February
April Monday 23 March
May Monday 27 April
June Monday 25 May
July Monday 22 June
August Monday 27 July
September Monday 24 August
October Monday 21 September
November Monday 26 October
December Monday 23 November

This could be your photo or story!This could be your photo or story!
Blue banded bee waking up.

Raffle prizes
The monthly raffle is our is our only fund-
raising event and is funded through members’ 
generous donations, mostly consisting of items 
no longer needed or wanted at home. Fresh 
garden produce is also highly prized.
Please go through your cupboards for all those 
little items you no longer use or want and bring 
them along to donate as raffle prizes. 



Page 3 – Field Natter    April 2026 

Excursion reportExcursion report

Stony Creek Reserve excursion
It was a coincidence that both John Stein and Isabelle 
and John had been thinking about an excursion to 
the Stony Creek Reserve near Queanbeyan at the 
same time so this became our March excursion 
destination.
Seventeen members met at Spotlight Queanbeyan 
for car pooling. The reserve was only a short drive 
down the Captains Flat road.
I think most members were mostly interested in 
botanical specimens but my greater interest lies in 
insects.
It was a bit late in the season for most insects but 
we did discover some. Sharp eyes found a stick 
insect on a Cassinia bush. Since it was first spotted 
on twigs it was indeed a lucky observation. Looking 
closer, there was also a tiny red and blue pollen 
beetle on the same bush.

Nearby, we found two Parson’s Bands orchids: an 
autumn flowering species. A third one we found 
later had a small midge sitting on a flower petal

There were also a few Brachysomes and sticky 
everlasting daisies. Though the flowers of the latter 
were not open as the sky was still overcast.
The recent rain had prompted the emergence of 
quite a few species of fungi, including the edible 
mushroom, but of course we didn’t pick any. There 
were also a few species of lichens on the rocks or 
dead tree branches and the tiny yellow lichen that 

can be mistaken for toadstools growing out of the 
ground.

A tiny red flower looked like a fungus popping out 
of the ground, but was in fact the flower of Styphelia 
humifusum (Cranberry Heath).
John S. was looking for the Wedge-tailed Eagle’s 
nest he had seen from the ridge last year. Heading 
up to the ridge I spotted a Golden Orb Weaver and 
nearly walked into the web of another later on. My 
camera lens touched the web disturbing the spider 
and avoided me walking into it.

Surprisingly, birds were scarce. There were 
Magpies, Crimson Rosellas, a couple of Galahs and 
John heard Pardalotes. There was another small bird 
calling but I couldn’t place it. Other than thee there 
was not much else.
I was delighted to find two Greenhood orchids near 
the ridge, though I can’t claim credit for finding 
them.
A few of us ended the excursion with a coffee at 
the cafe at spotlight.
Personally, I’d like to go back in spring when my 
beloved insects will be back. Nevertheless, it was 
an interesting excursion and I thank both John’s for 
the suggestion and organisation.

Alison Milton



Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra Inc.

Monthly meeting venue:  Slatyer Room, R. N. Robertson Building, Biology Place, Australian National University

Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra Inc.

Who are the Field Naturalists?
The Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra (FNAC) was formed 
in 1981. Our aim is to foster interest in natural history by means 
of meetings and regular field outings. Meetings are usually held 
on the first Thursday of each month. Outings range from weekend 
rambles to long weekends away. Activities are advertised in our 
monthly newsletter. We emphasise informality and the enjoyment 
of nature. New members are always welcome. If you wish to join 
FNAC you would be warmly welcomed.

President: president@fieldnatsact.com
Email: secretary@fieldnatsact.com
Website: www.fieldnatsact.com
Treasurer: treasurer@fieldnatsact.com
Membership: membership@fieldnatsact.com
Newsletter Editor: editor@fieldnatsact.com
Outings Coordinator: outings@fieldnatsact.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra

Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra
PO Box 708
Jamison Centre  ACT  2614

Membership application or renewal

New applications
Please use the membership form page on the web site:

https://fieldnatsact.com/membership

Renewals
Due on 1 July each year (no form needed)

Subscription (Single/Family $25)   Donation:  $...........

Bank transfer

BSB: 325 185
Account number: 03545251
Reference: Please include your name

If you are unable to complete new applications through the web site, or use bank transfer for payments, please 
contact the Membership Secretary at the email address above, or in writing to the address listed.

Account name: Field Naturalists Assoc of Canberra Inc




