FIELD NATURALISTS ASSOCIATION
OF CANBERRA INC.

\ OBJECTS: To foster an interest, an awareness and an understanding of
nature

PRESIDENT: Jenny Bounds, Phone 887 802 (H)

SECRETARY: Kay Hahne, Phone 511 792 (H)

ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE: GPO Box 249, Canberra ACT 2601
NEWSLETTER CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Bob Ecclestone, Phone 414 512 (H)

Meetings are held downstairs in the Department of Botany, ANU, on the first
Thursday of each month. Meetings commence at 8.00 pm and are followed by
refreshments.

NEWSLETTER — AUGUST 1989

AUGUST MEETING, THURSDAY 3rd

Tasmannia, Telopea and Trochocarpa. Not a foreign language, just three of the many
spectacular or unusual plants found in Tasmania's diverse vegetation types, ranging from
temperate rainforest through very tall eucalypt forests (the subject of the Helsham enquiry last
year) to alpine meadows dotted with cushion-like boulster plants. See these and more of
Tasmania's flora and landscapes on the screen (slides) while botanist Rosemary Purdie talks
about them.

AUGUST OUTING - AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL GALLERY GARDENS - SynpAY 13th

Meet at 9.30am in the Sculpture Garden, near the main entrance
end, for a walk through the gardens. Bring morning tea or a
picnic lunch if you wish. Afterwards for those interested, we
may have a look at the photography exhibition in the Gallery.

Note: the planned August outing to Nursery Swamp aboriginal
rock art site has been deferred to September as the leader was
unavailable in August. More details in next newsletter.

SEPTEMBER OUTING - PIGEON HOUSE - SUNDAY 24 SEPTEMBER

Following our successful bus outings we will be going to the
coast, to Pigeon House Mountain in the Budawangs, for a day
trip. You can even climb to the top of Pigeon House if you
are feeling energetic (don't worry spectacular views of the
coast can be obtained from lower down if you run out of
puff!). Bob Ecclestone will be at the helm of the bus again.

There are 17 places on the bus, cost is $12 per head.
You can book now, but must pay when booking to secure your

place. All bookings and payments to Jenny Bounds PO Box 403,
Woden 2606, Tel 887802 H.



Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting will take place prior to the guest
talk at the August meeting.

All positions on the committee are open for nomination.

President

Senior Vice-President
Junior Vice-President
Secretary

Treasurer

Four committee members.

The newsletter editor will also be on the Committee, but not
as an elected position.

The Committee work for our small group is actually a lot of
fun and we thoroughly enjoy the very informal meetings we have
about every two months.

Kay Hahne has decided not to re-nominate for the position of
Secretary as she has accepted the position of Newsletter
Editor. The Secretary handles a small amount of club
correspondence like thanking guest speakers, writing to the
newspaper with meeting details and taking the notes of
Committee meetings.

If anyone would like to take on the job of Secretary, nominate
for or get more details other positions on the Committee
please contact Jenny Bounds, before the August meeting, Tel.
887802 H

*%%* Canberra Bushwalkers Quiz Night ##*x#%

To be held on Tuesday 1 August at the ACT Bowls Association
Clubhouse, McCaughey St Turner. Cost $8 per person or $48 per
8 person table. Prizes bushwalking/natural history provided
by local businesses. For further information call June
Hornby, 465886 (w) or 540730 (h).

JULY MEMBERS NIGHT - THANKYOU Jenny Bounds

The July members night was, I understand, a great success,
despite the absolutely appalling weather. Unfortunately I
was unable to be there as I was away for work. Several
members bought items for display and discussion and slides
were shown by Steve Lonker and Michael Southwell-Keely. The
hit of the night was the Pied Currawong (deceased) which
Geoffrey Clyde produced out of a box!

I'd like to thank Maureen Bell who organized the program,
Leonie Andrews who stood in for me as chairperson and Merilyn
Southwell-Keely who slaved over the hot gluhwein, which was
truly appreciated by those who attended.
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DUBBO FIELD NATURALISTS TO VISIT JANUARY 26-28 1990

This is the return outing for our friends in Dubbo who hosted
our successful field trip in June. We will be providing
billet accommodation with members and organizing a program of
outings.

We need:

. a co-ordinator to organize billets and the program; this is
not a difficult job and you will have plenty of help

. members to billet Dubbo people. At this stage expressions
of interest would be appreciated, you don't need to make a
firm commitment

- we will try to match you with people of similar age,
interest etc. (We did this so successfully for the trip in
June that it was suggested the Dubbo President and I set
up a "matching business"!)

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 1988/89 Jenny Bounds

I was away on holiday at the time of the last AGM and returned
somewhat horrified to find that we had no President, and as
Vice-President, I was effectively "shanghaied" into the job.

Nevertheless, it has been an interesting learning experience
for me and I have had the support of a great Committee, who I
would like to thank for its efforts over the past year. While
not wishing to single out anyone, I would particularly like to
thank Lex Beardsell who arranges the guest speakers, possibly
the most difficult task for us.

This year we moved to larger premises at the Botany
Department. We have had a variety of excellent guest speakers
on topics from frogs to the Flinders Ranges. Our aim is to
cover a range of interests and we are happy to hear from
members if there is a particular topic they would like us to
cover.

Ooutings have been held regularly each month and we have tried
to include some of the "out of the way" places like the little
known nature reserves at Wee Jasper and the Tinderries. Also,
we have experimented with bus trips - most successfully, with
outings to Wombeyan Caves, Ginini Flats and the weekend trip
to Dubbo with the Dubbo Field Naturalists.

The Committee has decided to look at the possibility of a bus
trip over 7-10 days to the Little Desert/Hattah Lakes area in
Victoria, or along the Murray River, or a similar area for the
spring of next year. If any members know these areas or are
interested in going on such a trip, I would like to speak with
them. Our aim would be to make the trip as inexpensive as
possible, using lodge accommodation or country hotels.

One problem we continue to have is leaders for outings. I
would really appreciate members volunteering to lead one of
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our walks. You do not have to be an expert on a particular
subject, just know an interesting spot to visit.

We are a small group whose membership has remained fairly
constant at 70-80 members. The group cannot be successful
without the participation of you the members. It has been
really pleasing to see the number of people entering our
annual photo competition and speaking at our members nights.
I would like to encourage this participation to continue and
to see some more members at our outings.

This year we joined the Conservation Council for the South
East Region, so we could contribute something to the local
conservation movement. The Field Naturalist's Association
remains, however, a social and educational group dedicated to
its objectives of fostering an interest, an awareness and an
understanding of the world of nature through its various
activities.

In the coming year, we will continue to strengthen our

friendship with the Dubbo Field Naturalists, hopefully

complete the Namadgi Project and continue to provide an
interesting program for members.

Thank you for having me as your President this past year. I
have decided to nominate as President for another year.

WEE JASPER OUTING Ricky Ford

One Sunday long, long ago, in a town not so far away 9
intrepid explorers set off into the unknown. Wee Jasper was
overflowing with the few FNACs that turned up, such is the
size of this town. There was the usual delay while we went
about spotting this, that and the other, (including a large
white something - believed to be a Sulphur Crested Cockatoo).
We finally set off for a church of all places, but the church
was over the road from the Wee Jasper Nature Reserve. Before
we set off some poor person (not mentioning any names), was
collared to write a report. Then it was off to the wilds of
Wee Jasper.

Although the Wee Jasper area is well known for its limestone,
this type of stone only occurs on the very edge of the
Reserve. The rest of the Reserve is Devonian conglomerate, in
which the sedimentation process is easily seen in the many
layers of coarse sandstone and pebbles.

On the way up, (and up and up) several birds were seen and
heard, including the Grey Fantail and Grey Shrike-thrush, and
many plants were identified, such as Platylobium formosum (the
Handsome Flat Pea) and Correa reflexa flowering on the edge of
the creek bed. About a quarter of the way up the hill some
feral goats were seen and reminders of their presence were
always close at hand, or at foot to be more correct! Once at
the top of the ridge we settled down for lunch, went for some
strolls around the site, found some breathtaking views and
some brilliant echo points.
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The way down was also very eventful with many birds flitting
about the place, some more echo points found (with the added
bonus of an impromptu cooee competition), and a cave explored
by a very modest thirteen year old.

After that we headed off towards a likely spot to find the
elusive Grevillea iaspicula, which is endemic to the area. A
Mars Bar reward to the person who found the first bush set the
stage for a showdown. Suddenly two shouts of "found it" rose
into the air, one from a certain former president and the
other from the modest thirteen year old, causing problems as
to who got the Mars Bar. [The matter was amicably resolved -
Ed.]

Then it was off to the cave area to see a forest of Kurrajongs
and be run into by a Pajero. We then trooped off to the
southern end of the dam and spent the rest of the day eating
and talking.

Kurrajong seedpod
(Brachychiton populneus)

WESTERN PLAINS ZOO - DUBBO Robert Crutwell

The zoo at Dubbo holds many species of animal now endangered
by loss of their natural habitat, or by over hunting. There
are also many native and introduced animals of interest to
Australian naturalists displayed in the attractive setting of
open woodland of White Cypress Pine (Callitris columellaris
syn. hugeleii). We were lucky to have calm, clear weather
during our visit in which to enjoy cruising round on hired
bicycles; the best way of covering so large an area and a good
therapy for bodies which had spent two days mostly inside
vehicles.

The number of exhibits is too great to describe in a short
account, so I will set down some thoughts on a few of them.

African Cheetah: A female playing with her two cubs was a real
joy to behold, as cheetahs are now probably extinct in the
wild in Asia, are rare in Africa and are difficult to breed in
captivity.

Eland: The largest of the antelopes, the Eland is widely
regarded as a good potential solution to critical land use
problems in tropical Africa. Systematic exploitation of Eland
herds would be, environmentally, far preferable to traditional
cattle raising. So the status of the Eland as a human food
source is analogous to the Red Kangaroo's in Australia, where
introduced grazing animals are the main cause of aggravated
soil erosion over most of its range.
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Persian Onager: The small herd of these wild asses, from which
the donkey is probably descended, prompts the question will
the feral donkeys of Australia, now established in plague
proportions in some parts of the North, revert to this sturdy
beast by natural selection? Such a reversion to type seems
apparent already in feral cats and feral pigs.

Banteng: This small Indonesian buffalo is said to run wild in
the Coburg Peninsular. There is a possibility that this
animal may become extinct in the wild outside Australia. The
European Bison, also here in Dubbo, was exterminated in its
natural range in Russia and Poland, and was largely restored
from the Duke of Bedford's private collection in Woburn,
England.

Deer: The Dubbo collection includes Sambar, Chital, Rusa and
Fallow deer, all species liberated in Australia with varying
success. Their importance in Australia lies largely in the
extraordinarily high prices which oriental folk medicine
dealers pay for antlers and similar products. But in view of
the damage already done to Australian flora by introduced
ruminants it is to be hoped that these animals will only be
farmed behind good fences.

Marsupials: There are several large enclosures with kangaroos
and wallabies. Among these is the Parma Wallaby, which was
for many years considered extinct in its native range. Some
of the restored mainland population has been drawn from
islands in the Hauraki Gulf where enthusiastic New Zealand
acclimatization groups dumped a large variety of introductions
a century ago. Because of the size of the enclosures and the
shyness of most wallabies we had to use binoculars to identify
some of these exhibits. It surely pays to carry these
accessories at all times.

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Oon behalf of all the club members I would like to thank
Rosemary Purdie for the time and effort she has put into the
FNAC newsletter over the past year.

From September onwards Kay Hahne will takeover as newsletter
editor. Contributions can be sent to her at

5 Gingara St
Aranda 2614
Tels B11792

Deadline for the September issue is Friday 25 August.



Heino Lepp
Waterplants of New South Wales.

G.R Sainty and S.W.L Jacobs (with 4 other major contributors).
Water Resources Commission of NSW, 1981.
550 pages, 1.9 kgs. . rapprox.. 21 cm.. %.22 cm. x.4.cm.

Waterplants in Australia.
G.R Sainty and S.W L. Jacobs.
Sainty and Associates. Sydney, 1988.
144 pages, 150 grams, approx. 10 cm. x 18 cm. x 0.8 cm.

The first of these volumes is a massive work and is aimed largely at the
person who is involved in waterways (or irrigation) management or who wishes
to gain an overview of the waterplants found in NSW. In this book the plants
range from tiny floating liverworts and duckweeds through grasses, sedges, lilies
and various shrubs to willows, mangroves and casuarinas. The bock covers the
common waterplants of NSW as well as plants recorded as troublesome in aquatic
environments elsewhere in Australia. Additionally, a few exotic species (not
yet recorded in Australia at the time of publication, but known to be serious
weeds overseas) are also included.

The main aim of the book is to help the reader quickly identify a waterplant
and decide if it is harmless or a nuisance. To this end the book contains three
independent keys — the first being based on floral characters, the second on
vegetative characteristics and the third is a pictorial key (based on the gross
morphology and habit of the plant). Following the keys is the main section of
the book wherein the plants are dealt with in detail. Each entry usually covers
the following points:

— description

— growth biology (e.g. Female flowers of Lagarosiphon major rise to
the surface encased in a gas bubble on a threadlike
tube. If the flower does not reach the surface it
dies. Male flowers are released from the plant and
rise to the surface to pollinate the projecting female
flowers.)

— habitat

— economic significance (e.g. The duckweed Wolffia arrhiza has been used
as food in Thailand and Burma for centuries.
It is harvested from ponds enriched by animal
manure. The dried plants are 20% protein and
40% carbohydrate and are a nutritious food.)

— distribution
and there is at least one colour photograph per entry.

e
Additionally, there,a number of short chapters on related topics,
(e.g. eutrophication, fréshwater algae, biological control of waterweeds) and
each section concludes with references for further reading.

Before the index there is a glossary and a series of diagrams illustrating
leaf shape, floral parts and inflorescence types. An interesting minor feature
of the book is a series of 72 photographs, each showing a scattering of seeds
of a different species. All photographs are to the same scale, thereby allowing
the reader to immediately see the gross differences (in shape and size)
between the seeds of different species.



The second book is much smaller and is designed to fit into a jacket pocket.
It was first produced for the Australian Water Resources Commission and was
set out so as to be useable by people with limited botanical training. The plants
are divided into 7 broad groups (defined in terms of gross morphology and habit),
and there is no key beyond the pictorial one that leads to these broad groupings.
Once you've decided which group your plant belongs to you'll need to flip through
the relevant group to find your plant.

However, the flipping is made easier because of the size of the book and
the layout. Each entry (usually dealing with one species, though occasionally
two or more similar species are dealt with together) is given a two-page opening.
The left hand page contains the text (which contains a brief description and
short notes on habitat, economic significance and distribution) and a black
and white illustration showing the noteworthy feature(s) of the plant while
the right hand page has a colour photograph of the plant. Each photograph is
bordered by a common set of black and white illustrations showing features
potentially useful in plant identification (e.g. various leaf shapes and
arrangements, habit. etc.) and those features possessed by a given plant are
highlighted in colour in the entry dealing with that plant.

Obviously there is overlap between the two books but they are intended
for complementary uses, one at the desk and the other in the field. Geoff Sainty
has spent several decades working with waterplants and in waterway management,
both in Australia and overseas and Surrey Jacobs is a Senior Research Scientist
at the botanic gardens in Sydney. The biographical paragraph in the second book
book also mentions that Geoff is an experienced target for crocodiles and leeches
while Surrey has spent much of his time avoiding deep holes in swamps. Obviously
a couple of people who get quite close to their subject.

Geoff Sainty (who has taken over distribution of both books along with
Surrey Jacobs) is prepared to sell the books to clubs such as the Field
Naturalists at the following prices:

Waterplants of NSW $25
Waterplants in Australia $10

At present the first book sells in bookshops at prices ranging from $35
to $45 and the second retails at the $12-$13 mark. I will have a number of
each of the books available at the August FNAC meeting for those people
interested in buying copies of either.

If anyone has any queries my telephone numbers are:

Work 527306
Home 511732

LATEST IN THE LIBRARY

The Prime Minister's Statement on the Environment. Now you can decide
for yourself whether this is the "clayton's" statement. We have a copy
of the Executive Summary, or for those with more time the full statement.

Small Island, Big Problems. A series of recent articles on environmental
and conservation issues in Taiwan. Taiwan not only has some some
beautiful National Parks but is the home for some rare and beautiful
plants, mammals, amphibians and birds. Just another example of habitats
and animals disappearing before we even know they are there.




FIELD NATURALISTS ASSOCIATION of CANBERRA Incorporated
The Field Naturalists Association of Canberra was formed in 1981. The aim of the club is to
stimulate interest in the natural history of the ACT through regular meetings and field outings.
Meetings are usually held on the first Thursday of each month for an exchange of information and
to hear an invited speaker. Field outings are also planned each month and range from day outings
to long weekends and camping. The emphasis is on informality and fun.

New members are always welcome, especially family groups and young people. Information on
our activities is circulated in the monthly newsletter which is sent to all members.

If you wish to join FNAC, please complete the form below, and send it with the appropriate
subscription to:

The Secretary

FNAC

G P O Box 249 : i :
LiGRorE PALT L0 Wit QHTBIORUL idb dnai dROsi

ERNMIERINAIET -0 i o st s S R et s e ey
FIRST HRIEE . . o i v s e e iy s Desna i s s s sinns s ki SRt A . . T

If a family membership, please include the first names of other members of the family:

..............................................................................

PHDNE: HOBIE. . . . .. s it beasduens su WK, o s s i e et -

SUBSCRIPTION ENCLOSED: $......... ¥

Single $12; Family $12; Concession $6 (avallable to pensioners and full-time students)

AREAS OF INTEREST:






