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Trip report

Musings after a Field Naturalists’ Field Trip

Beyond the view from Woodstock
Nature Reserve, north, significant
issues present themselves.

Weeds

The photo was taken to show the
magnificent setting into which
two splashes of yellow raised
the question “What’s flowering?”
One possibility was patches of
St Johns Wort unaffected by the
bio-control beetle, Chrysolina
hyperici.

Binoculars showed the yellow
was more orange and signified
Californian poppies, Eschchsol-
zia californica. This spectacular
weed, and popular garden species
from North America and Mexico,
has been in the Murrumbidgee
Corridor for decades; we noticed
it when part of Scullin Primary
school camps involved trekking
along the river’s shoreline in the
nineties.

Annual weeds’ growth

In the foreground invasions
of annual, introduced grasses
and wildflowers such as Hare’s
Foot Clover were swamping
the unnatural, rain-induced but
now-desiccated greenery. Ten

days of punishing westerly winds
had changed ‘green and pleasant
land’ to beigey-brown. We’d
walked through infestations,
scores of introduced species that
surrounded the few Chocolate
lilies we discovered and photo-
graphed.

Native plants

In previous weeks there had
been Early Nancy plants in quite
promising numbers and Callotis
lappulacea, the Yellow Burr
Daisy, were more numerous and
robust than I’ve ever encountered
them in Shepherds Lookout’s
hinterland. Even with Parks and
Conservation Service spraying

Murrumbidgee River, Shepherds Lookout Photo: Rosemary Blemings:
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of African Love Grass through
the Woodstock Reserve will the
incursion of weed species allow
native forbs to survive among the
rocky terrain and in thin soils?

Weed management

We’d seen where Cootamun-
dra Wattles had been cut down
for being a weed species. It
had thrived after the 2003 fires
allowed seeds to split for germi-
nation. It might have been wiser
to thin out the many thickets
rather than clear habitat used
by Speckled Warblers, Scarlet
and Eastern Yellow Robins and
numerous other small birds.

Re-planting

About 30 eucalypts and wattle
species had been planted to
compensate. Would they survive
being in a previously shrub-less,
treeless area? Would they survive
the relatively rapid reduction in
soil moisture that has followed a
rainy winter?

Naturalists

There was the magic of being
out in perfect weather (the
wind resumed after we’d left
Shepherds Lookout for the
Strathnairn Galleries’ café),
being in knowledgeable and
equally appreciative company
and sharing experiences. At least
three cameras were constantly
busy recording naturalists’
sightings and artists’ impressions.
Binoculars were at the ready.
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Elioth Gruner

Yet our presence was a mere
eye-blink for this Murrumbidgee
valley landscape. Elioth Gruner
had painted the scene to the north
of my photograph in 1937. His
painting was entitled Weetangera,
Canberra partly because the prop-
erty of Weetangera was huge and
extended miles beyond today’s
suburb of the same name. Did
Gruner apply ‘artistic licence’ by
not including the shrubs and trees
that might have spoilt his green
pastures?

Special places

In 1837 the Parkwood settlers
decreed that the Ginninderra
Falls area, less than 5 kilometres
to the north of both photo and
painting, should be reserved for
its aesthetic, scenic and geo-
logical significance. Like the
Murrumbidgee corridor, it has
been a place of great spiritual
importance to generations of
Indigenous people as they trav-
elled through country, dependent
on flora and fauna for survival.

Change

We contemplated change far
beyond time’s passage. Could
this land be rehabilitated as part
of'the Ginninderry development’s
Management Plan for the river’s
Conservation Corridor? Box
Gum Grassy Woodland is to be
restored west of Strathnairn after
years of being grazed. Would
these places and habitats and
species ever recover if the cancer-
ous spread of urban development
came too close?

Threats

Perhaps a few people and dogs
would be bitten by Brown snakes
for their careless intrusion into the
reptiles” habitat. The Pink-Tailed

Murrumbidgee River, Shepherds Lookout Painting: Elioth Gruner
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Worm Lizard I’d encountered on
a previous visit would be driven
further towards extinction, global
extinction by increased human
intrusion, disturbance of ants’
nests and the presence of domes-
tic pets and ‘exploring’ humans.

Even more devastating will be the
loss of space and timeless vistas
such as Gruner’s ‘Weetangera’.
The constantly changing light,
when the moods of the ranges
impact on our senses, is a visual
treasure accentuated by wind-
blown clouds.

People are far more dangerous
invaders than the Californian
Poppy because they have assumed
the right to destroy other species
and their habitats by force, by
sheer numbers and by the short
sighted greed that drives most
development.

Taking stock

All of our FNAC members assume
the roles of learners, interpreters,
teachers and activists as we travel
on journeys of responding to our
sense of curiosity and our pas-
sion for sharing natural history
experiences. Our short field trip
was through a timeless landscape
that’s been drastically altered
in 200 years of anthropocentric
‘civilisation’. How much longer
will our ‘civilisation’ last?

If we study civilisations from
the human past will we find
survival ideas, mechanisms and
‘spiritualities’ from Indigenous
people that have lasted as long as
Australia’s Indigenous cultures?

We’re so fortunate we’re able to
draw inspiration from nature. We
draw hope from the millions of
people, worldwide, who similarly
read their landscapes, care for
land and live low-impact lives
that don’t exacerbate the destruc-
tion of others’ communities.

Rosemary Blemings

December 2016
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Spring bird watching

W'hile spring is nearly over,
/ V the bird nesting activity is
still strong.

Once again the wood ducks on
the pond at Eddison Park has
been prolific with five sets of
broods. Most are now a month
or two old, with only one set
of very young ducklings. I
visited the park just after the
first brood hatched and in my
enthusiasm to take photos got
a bit too close. Instead of the
male doing his usual warning of
running toward the intruder with
neck outstretched, he decided to
immediately go to the next step,
took flight and flew at me. As I
calmly apologised for getting
too close, turned and headed
back with my hand above my
head, I actually felt the web
between his toes. Yes, I can now
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add being swooped by a duck to
my repertoire of magpie (though
not for years); pee wee, and
currawong.

Working in Woden, I’ve also
been watching swallows nesting
on the Adobe Motel building.
One pair have nested behind
a doorway alcove so difficult
to see and also feels intrusive
venturing that close to the fire
exit doorway, used by staff for
a smoko. The other pair have a
nest in a more open location.

Leaving work on Friday I
thought I saw three little head
peeping above the rim of this
second nest so went back on
Saturday with my big camera
lens. I was just in time. One
chick had fledged and was flying
round when I got there but then

retreated to a ledge near the nest
and stayed there almost until I
left and hour or two later. I was
lucky enough to watch it return
to the nest.

In the meantime, its four nest-
lings were seen popping their
heads over the rim of the nest
and alternatively flexing their
wings, or disappearing back
into the safety of the nest. By
Monday they had all fledged.

But the swallows are the only
ones still nesting. On Kings-
fordsmith Drive, near the Bel-
connen roundabout, there is
a big sprawling gum tree. On
Thursday I noticed a magpie
lark nest, with two little chicks
peeping out. By Sunday they too
had fledged.
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I also watched willie wagtails hassling a pair of It was amusing to hear the magpie lark screeching
magpies, and while I couldn’t find a nest, when I at me for getting to close, with the willie wagtails
went back again on Sunday I did find it, then also tried to chase the shrikes away and the shrikes in
found a pair of black-faced cuckoo shrikes with a turn chased away the crimson rosella who dared to
nest in the same tree. Both pairs appear to be still try to feed on the gum tree flowers.

building their nests.

Exhibitions

Circle: 26 Nov 2016—12 Feb 2017 — Canberra Museum and Art Gallery
Original works by celebrated author-artist Jeannie Baker from her new book Circle, which follows
the migratory route of the Godwit from Alaska to Australia and New Zealand. Cnr London Circuit
and City Square, Canberra City. Open from 10 am to 5 pm.

Wildlife and Botanical Artists: Thursday 24 November 10:00 am — Sunday 4 December 4:00 pm
— Strathnairn

The paintings are extraordinary. Woolshed Gallery, 90 Stockdill Drive, Holt, ACT 2615

Refocus: Wed, 23 November 9:30 am to Sun, 11 December 5:00 pm — Australian National
Botanic Gardens Photographic Group
Refocus is an exhibition of photographs by the Friends’ Photographic Group, which will be shown
in the Visitor Information Centre ANBG. The majority of works have been taken in the ANBG but
will also include some photographs of Australian Flora and Fauna taken elsewhere in Australia. All
works will be for sale.
In conjunction with the exhibition unframed prints, cards and bookmarks will also be for sale and
Raffle tickets with prizes including a donated framed photograph available also. A percentage of
proceeds from sales at the exhibition will be donated to the Friends.
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Who are the Field Naturalists?

o Daley Ry
The Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra (FNAC) was ; 3‘5’(}
formed in 1981. Our aim is to foster interest in natural history 8 "\&% Y > Y,
by means of meetings and regular field outings. Meetings are J FNAC mesting —
usually held on the first Thursday of each month. Outings range %ﬁ:&hyﬁmﬁﬁw zgg
from weekend rambles to long weekends away. Activities are 2% 5 mﬁqﬁ ANU
advertised in our monthly newsletter. We emphasise informality qf Do e
and the enjoyment of nature. New members are always welcome. & g i "';f PR )
If you wish to join FNAC, please fill in the member application & & _f’
below and send it in with your subscription to the FNAC 5 S ef)
Treasurer at the address below . Yo 5

President: Rosemary von Behrens Phone: 6254 1763
Email: fieldnaturalist@yahoo.com.au

i Monthly meeting venue: Division of Botany and Zoology,
Website: under construction

Building 116, Daley Road, Australian National University.

Editor: Alison Milton All newsletter contributions (The Xmas meeting is at the adjacent building 44 and will start
welcome. Email: apm56@optusnet.com.au at the earlier time of 6:30 pm.)

or cc’ Alison.milton@health.gov.au —

Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra
GPO Box 249
Canberra ACT 2601

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL

: Family name: ... Firstname: ... .
If a family membership, please include the first names of other members of the family:

Postal address: ..ooneiiiii

Suburb: ... State: ............ Postcode: ......... Home phone: .....................
Work phone: ...l Email address: ......oooiniii i
Subscription enclosed: $......... (Single/Family $25) Donation: §...........
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