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XMAS gathering—Sunday 3 December 2023

11:15 am Two Before Ten’ Café at Aranda 
Shops

OBJECT: To foster an interest in nature
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Final outing: 3 December
Mt Painter lower slopes Please note the start time of 

8:30 am
This will be followed by the Christmas gathering. Please feel free to attend 
either or both. See page 5 for RSVP details for each event.
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Outings

Native bees  out ing
On 3 November Peter Abbott again offered to 
share his native bee expertise on a walk through 
the Australian National Botanic Gardens.

We were fortunate to have FNAC’s inagural 
President, Alan Wade, join us to share his native 
bee expertise as well.

The weather had warmed since the previous walk 
and there were more native bees on the wing 
than previously.
It was a very enjoyable and educational 
morning.
Thank you Peter.

John Stein
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Lasioglossum sp. female

Leioproctus sp.

Lasioglossum sp. male

Pam’s binoculars
Pam Fenning, who joined in 1989, is therefore one of the earliest Field Nats members, 
is moving to a retirement complex soon. Pam has most generously donated a pair 
of Meade binoculars to the Group and a hand lens. We propose to include these 
naturalist’s essentials in the outings ‘kit’ where they’ll be available for members’ 
use when exploring in and around the ACT. Thank you for your generosity Pam, 
your company on many outings over the years and for running the raffle at meetings for decades.
Rosemary Blemings
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Observations

Observations from the 
garden

1. A spider that was walking on my drawing desk 
and may have come in with a specimen plant I was 
drawing. I watch out for any creatures and return 
them to the garden.

2. A flying insect on a neighbour’s fence about 
1 inch and a half long:

3. A Case moth on the Cape Lilac tree that borders 
our fence line. This is it hanging off the tree on 
the right hand side, the photo taken from a little 
distance:

Helpful flies
After a volunteering session in a reserve at Hall on 
7 November I stopped to remove several spindly 
but flowering thistles that had escaped our attention 
on previous landcaring occasions.
I noticed several active flies clambering around 
on the thistle flowers. The flies may have been 
pollinating whilst seeking each other out and 
making contact as they moved over the pink 
flowers but seemed more interested in each other 
than feeding. They’re about 10 mm in length and 
seemed to have no difficulty moving around among 
the thistle’s prickles.

I sent a photo of 
the flies to Alison 
who suggested they 
might be Euribia 
so l s t i t i a l i s ,  t he 
Nodding Thist le 
Gall Fly. They’d 
be worth sending 

to Canberra Nature Map as there was only one 
record of them in our region and that was from 
Murrumbateman, Alison said.
A few days later there was a message on the CNM 
posting from Michael Mulvaney: “You will be 
pleased to know that this fly is a biological control 
agent acting against nodding thistle”.
Now to find out more about this lucky find!

Rosemary Blemings

Apricia jovialis (Jovial jumping spider)

A robber fly

4. In Sydney’s west at the major intersection of the 
Cumberland Highway and Old Prospect Road, I 
saw an Indian Myna flying to and fro its nest in the 
traffic light. Quite impressed with its effort - what 
a noisy polluted spot, a bit sad - but I wish they 
weren’t here at all, the blighters.

Lucy Bastecky

Most likely a Lewins Case Moth
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Article

Re-naturalising Sullivans Creek
The ACT Government is asking for community input on plans to re-naturalise Sullivans Creek and 
create an ecological corridor through the city. Lots of great ideas for the creek and its surrounds were 
displayed at the community pop-up at EPIC including vegetated swales, leaky weirs, swampy shal-
lows, meandering creeks and wetlands but community support and interest will be needed to ensure 
plans are funded. You can have your say by completing a short survey and/or upload a more detailed 
submission by 6 December at
https://yoursayconversations.act.gov.au/sullivans-creek-re-naturalisation-plan

Janet Stein

Revised Financial Statement 1 July 2022–30 June 2023
Field Naturalists Association of the ACT

Reticent to move too quickly out of Covid restrictions, FieldNats had a very quiet year with few face-to-
face meetings and outings. We transferred our website hosting to a local Canberra company BluePackets 
and renegotiated our insurance after the end of the financial year. Thanks to our editor Alison Milton the 
regular newsletters kept the conversation and memberships going.

Income Cash Basis
Memberships (43 at $25) $1,075 $1,075
Donations $185 $185
Bank Interest $0.14 +48.79 +$211.97 $260.91
Raffle 20230505 $34.50

20230602 $32.50
$67.00

Total $1,587.91
Expenditure

Insurance
Web hosting (BluePackets) $132
Printing Newsletter ICP $282.50
Total $414.50

Bank Accounts - Beyond Bank Belconnen
Community 03545251 30/06/2023 Balance 1787.77

INV-Community - 3 Mth - 123071595
 22/09/2022 Interest Credit $3.06  Balance $2,206.84 
 22/12/2022 Interest Credit $11.28 Balance $2,218.12 
22/03/2023 Interest Credit $15.59 Balance $2,233.71 
22/06/2023 Interest Credit $18.86 Balance $2,252.57
Total $46.79

INV-Community - 6 Mth - 123068210
22/12/2022 Interest Credit $34.08  Balance $10,492.59 
22/06/2023 Interest Credit $177.89  Balance $10,670.48
Total $211.97

Kevin McCue 
Hon Treasurer 

1 November 2023



Activities
Sunday 3 December: 8:30 am – Lower Western slopes of Mt. Painter

Meet on northern side of William Hovell Drive bordering Mt Painter Nature Park. From Coulter Drive 
in Belconnen, drive East along William Hovell and park on the left, after the guard rail ends. There 
will be pink tape there. This is just before the highest part of the road. If you get to the overhead 
electronic sign you have gone too far. The walk will pass along the regenerating woodlands of the 
western slopes of Mt Painter Nature Park; once a great cow paddock, now recovering after years of 
landcare. Experience a variety of birdlife, great views towards the Brindabellas, and varied stages of 
plantings. The walk will be about two to two and a half hours return, along a gentle grassy fire trail, 
with opportunity to explore off track. Wear sturdy shoes, and bring water, a hat and binoculars if you 
have them. RSVP: Cecily Sutton cecsutton@gmail.com Please provide a contact phone number, and 
an emergency contact.

Sunday 3 December: 11:15 am – Christmas gathering
Following the Mt Painter outingwe will meet at the Two Before Ten Café at Aranda Shops for a chat 
over a hot or cold drink and stay for lunch if you can. We’ll be in the outdoor table space under the 
café’s covered verandah, so it should be pleasant whether rain, hail or heat wave. RSVP: John Stein 
outings@fieldnatsact.com You don’t need to do the Mt Painter walk to attend this gathering but please 
RSVP so that we have booking numbers.
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Activities

Raffle takings
Thank you to Johanna and Colin for the great job they do running the raffle each week. In the seven 
months since we resumed our monthly meetings the raffle has raised almost $300. Thank you too to all 
the members who contribute prizes and / or buy raffle tickets. Well done all!

Magpie visits to bees
At the November meeting I reported on a male 
Magpie using my beehive as a hunting spot.
When I first came to this house in 2017 the Magpie 
family used the back garden a great deal – and 
clearly expected to be fed, any time I ate outside. 
As the garden changed, and they continued to not 
be fed, they visited the front garden instead – even 
ignoring the water provided in the back.

The feeding I reported went on for about a week. 
I’ve not seen him here again for several days – but 
I’m hearing the unmistakable sounds of young 
ones demanding food in the front and neighbouring 
gardens. So I presume I was providing a boost to 
their food supply at just the ‘right’ time.
I look forward to noting dates next year – and seeing 
if he’s braver and visits earlier in the nesting season 
having learned this new skill.

Robyn Black 

What a mouthful
A Black-faced Cuckooshrike trying to ingest a 
large praying mantis at The Pinnacle and a Blue 
Tongue Lizard in Higgins.



Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra Inc.

Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra
GPO Box 708
Jamison Centre  ACT  2614

Monthly meeting venue:  Slatyer Room, R. N. Robertson Building, Biology Place, Australian National University

Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra Inc.
Membership application or renewal

New applications and renewals can be done through 
the membership page on the web site:

https://fieldnatsact.com/membership

Subscription (Single/Family $25)   Donation:  $...........

Subscription renewals are due on 1 July each year

Bank transfer (renewals only: form not needed)
Account name: Field Nats
BSB: 325 185
Account number: 03545251
Reference: Please include your name

If you are unable to make the payment through the web 
site you can contact the Membership Secretary at the 
email address opposite, or in writing to the address listed.

Who are the Field Naturalists?
The Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra (FNAC) was formed 
in 1981. Our aim is to foster interest in natural history by means 
of meetings and regular field outings. Meetings are usually held 
on the first Thursday of each month. Outings range from weekend 
rambles to long weekends away. Activities are advertised in our 
monthly newsletter. We emphasise informality and the enjoyment 
of nature. New members are always welcome. If you wish to join 
FNAC you would be warmly welcomed.

President: president@fieldnatsact.com
Email: secretary@fieldnatsact.com
Website: www.fieldnatsact.com
Treasurer: treasurer@fieldnatsact.com
Membership: membership@fieldnatsact.com
Newsletter Editor: editor@fieldnatsact.com
Outings Coordinator: outings@fieldnatsact.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra


