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Field Nats online
Website
The FieldNats website is a useful resource.
It lists the committee members and provides links 
to contact the key people.
The Newsletter page has links to not only the 
current, but most past issues of the newsletter.
Keep up-to-date with upcoming events on the 
calendar among other useful links.
FaceBook
Did you know that FieldNats now has a FaceBook 
page?
John and Janet would love to receive a photo or 
two for the FaceBook page. Perhaps an interesting 
sighting or photos from an outing. It doesn’t matter 
if you also send the same photos to the newsletter.
No deadline for these, just anytime you have 
something to share.
Put FaceBook in the subject line and send to 
secretary@fieldnatsact.com

I met the neighbour next door twice and once last 
year. Last year she managed the enviable photo of 
both parents and their three chicks sitting together 
on a branch after fledging. I arrived the same day 
but they had moved apart by the time I arrived.
This year they have only bred two chicks and I have 
been checking on them for a few weeks until they 
chicks finally fledged on 24 November.

I checked on them most days this week, especially 
after the strong winds on Wednesday. On Friday, 
they had all moved to the Eucalyptus tree in the 
neighbouring yard and while I did get a photo of 
all four sitting together, they were mostly asleep. 
Returning later in the afternoon there were only the 
two adults and one chick on the same branch. Both 
adults soon moved further along the branch behind 
an upright and snuggled together leaving the chick 
on its own. The owner came out and together we 
looked for the second chick only to find that it on 
a low branch in a tree in her yard. We could have 
reached out and touched it if we had wanted to get 
that close, but of course we kept our distance as it 
eyed us from its perch.
I just love their big orange eyes when they look 
directly at you. So cute.
The next day they were all gone.
Hopefully, they will be back again next year and 
I no longer feel like a stalker when coming to see 
them.

Alison Milton

Return of the Tawnys
For the third year, the family of Tawny Frogmouths 
have nested and bred in the same tree near The 
Pinnacle Nature Reserve.
This year I made more visits than in the past two 
years and met three of the neighbours. I had felt a 
bit like a stalker but now having met the residents 
and being welcomed I don’t feel so uncomfortable 
in prowling around.
Andrew, who owns the property where the Tawnys 
have nested, told me that they moved in four years 
ago and the Tawnys were already present, living 
in a pine tree in the back yard. However, the tree 
died and had to be removed but the family moved 
to the tree on the front footpath (or nature strip) 
where they have nested for the past three years. 
The adults stay around during winter.

https://fieldnatsact.com/
https://fieldnatsact.com/field-natters/
https://fieldnatsact.com/events/
https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra
https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra
mailto:secretary@fieldnatsact.com
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2025 Annual General Meeting reports
President’s report

Meetings

Our meetings have covered a huge range of topics, 
from very local and specific, through broader 
Australian interests to tonight’s international level 
in the conservation of shore birds.
This year I’ve been struck by the range in speakers 
too. One, right at the beginning of her career, some 
mid-way–-to one who’s formal career has just ended 
– and on to those who – I think - are following their 
passion outside the restrictions of careers.
Our speakers are offered complimentary membership 
for a year, and this year, I’m delighted to report that 
all our speakers have accepted this offer, and we 
look forward to seeing them at outings and meetings 
whenever they are able to join us.
We’ve also been lucky enough to have two of our 
outings follow on from the relevant meeting’s 
topic. Lerida TSR excursion in September followed 
Jane Robert’s August presentation, and Carolyn 
Larcombe lead us over her family’s property, 
Wandiyali, immediately after her October talk.
Our thanks to Deidre for the time, effort and 
expertise that go into making our meetings such a 
success. A special thanks too, for the lovely slices 
that appear on the supper table each month. The 
committee are delighted that Deidre is happy to 
continue in this role – BUT – she’s also very pleased 
when members suggest possible speakers! Ideas are 
always welcome.

Outings

As the photos show, our outings, like our meetings, 
covered a big range of places and habitats. Including 
this coming Sunday’s – (9 November), we have a 
total of 12 for the calendar year. Two of these came 
as the result of meeting presentations – Lerida 
TSR in September following Jane Roberts’ August 
presentation, and Wandiyali, immediately after 
Carolyn Larcombe’s October talk. Leaders have 
been largely our Field Nats members. In fact, since 
all our speakers become members for at least a year 
after their talk, Kim Pullen who co-led with Kevin 
last month is the only non-member involved.
I’d like us all to be aware that 5 of these 12 were 
led by John, our Outings coordinator. Like Deidre, 
John appreciates ideas for destinations, as well as 
offers to lead.

Raffles

These continue to be an enjoyable part of our 
meetings – they have fascinated some of our 
speakers. They’re an important part of our finances, 
and I think we all enjoy the double opportunities 

involved. Where else can we pass on some 
no-longer wanted items, and look for surprise and 
pleasure from some-one else’s de-cluttering?
However – they are one of the few areas in running 
our group in which extra help really is needed. 
Following Johanna’s death last year, this task has 
been ‘nobody’s child’. Help please?

Newsletters

Once again, I thank Alison Milton for the wonderful 
quality of our monthly newsletter, and I’m sure 
Alison would like me to thank the people who 
send her photos, stories and information links. 
Those items are part of what makes us a real group 
– sharing the every-day naturalising of our daily 
lives. We’re very, very fortunate that Alison is also 
happy to continue as Editor.

Behind the scenes

The impact of the work done over the last couple 
of years in building our effective website and 
Facebook presence continues to contribute to 
our success. Between 1 January, and our AGM, 
6 November, there have been 33,945 views, and 
postings about the outings are proving most popular. 
The page now has 160 followers, an increase of 
50 since 1 January.
Several meetings have introduced possible new 
members as they come to hear a speaker who 
particularly interests them: found on Facebook. In 
addition, we have quite a few new members who 
have joined using the website.
There have been two other new opportunities for 
FNAC and members coming via the website as well.
 In tonight’s meeting there is reference to the 
Centre for Invasive Species Solutions. This group is 
developing a new app – WeedScan 2.0, and there is 
the opportunity for any of us with technical skills to 
contribute to its accuracy and value. I’m not aware 
of anything like this coming to FNAC in the past.
Equally new in my experience was an invitation 
for us to have a representative present at the recent 
40th Anniversary celebration of the Environmental 
Defender’s Office. Lindsay was able to attend and 
has made interesting contacts among the other 
guests.
As I said last year, the committee doesn’t meet very 
often and a lot of discussion happens via emails. 
It’s been really good to have Lindsay and Elin as 
part of this group this year. There have been quite 
a few topics that come up and need discussion 
over several meetings while others get finalised 
very quickly: the choice of time and place for this 
year’s Christmas outing is one of the latter, while 
reviewing our insurance cover is one of the former.
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New faces mean new ideas and thoughts about how 
Field Nats can grow and thrive. Please think about 
joining us.
Kevin has been our reluctant Treasurer since we 
came back after Covid. He’s brought our finances 
and processes into the 21st Century, as those who 
were here for last AGM will have heard. He’s part 
of the team who organised and refined the website 
and has a wealth of knowledge from the range of 
organisations he’s been involved with over the 
years. Very few reluctant people make such valuable 
contributions as Kevin has, and even fewer are such 
good company while doing it. Thank you, and I’m 
glad you’re happy to stay on the committee with us 
for a little while at least.

Two final acknowledgments

ANU for the use of this room each month and for 
making our access so easy.
Janet: Thank you again for the Powerpoint. This 
is the annual visible contribution seen by our 
members, since it makes it so easy for me to deliver 
a short, visually interesting report. Your ‘invisible’ 
contribution keeps the whole workings of FNAC 
running smoothly.

An addendum

For members not present at the AGM, I’m delighted 
to introducethree new committee members. Wendy 
Shelton has taken over from Kevin as Treasurer, and 
Donald Hobern and Stuart Harris are adding to our 
general thinking team. Thank you all.

Secretary’s report
The 2025 AGM followed Alison Russell-French’s 
fascinating talk about migratory waterbirds. It was 
great to see so many members stay on for the annual 
meeting, excellently chaired by FNAC President, 
Robyn Black. Robyn took us through some of the 
highlights of the year, including the great variety of 
interesting talks and outings, and acknowledged all 
those who had helped to make it another successful 
year for FNAC. Kevin McCue followed with the 
Treasurer’s report, emphasising the healthy state of 
FNAC finances.
This was to be Kevin’s last report, as he announced 
that he would not be re-nominating for the position 
of Treasurer. Although referring to himself as 
the reluctant Treasurer, Kevin has done much 
to transform FNAC’s financial management, 
embracing online banking and ending the use 
of cheques. As a long-standing member of the 
Committee, Kevin played a key role in the 
development of the FNAC website and brought a 

wealth of knowledge and experience to committee 
deliberations that will be greatly missed. Thank 
you, Kevin!
As required all committee positions were declared 
vacant and nominations invited. All other current 
members of the Committee agreed to serve another 
term. We were very pleased to welcome two new 
members who nominated for a committee position, 
Donald Hobern and Stuart Harris. Lindsay Adams 
generously offered to take on the position of Vice-
President, marking the first time in many years that 
this position has been filled. While there were no 
nominees on the night for the position of Treasurer, 
Wendy Shelton later agreed to take on this role. 
A wonderful result for FNAC! Thank you all for 
your willingness to assist and we look forward to 
interesting and productive committee discussions 
over the coming year.
We also greatly appreciate those members who 
agreed to continue in other crucial roles outside 
of the committee: Deidre Shaw as Meetings 
Coordinator, Alison Milton as Newsletter Editor 
and Darryl Seto as Web Manager.
However, the position of Raffle Coordinator, was 
not filled again this year. The raffle is an important 
source of income for FNAC and has helped keep 
membership fees unchanged for many years. 
Rosemary and Robyn, with occasional help from 
others, stepped in to manage the raffle this year, but 
would love another member or two to take on this 
responsibility to allow them to focus on other tasks 
on meeting nights. If you can help with the raffle, 
please email Janet (secretary@fieldnatsact.com).

The Committee for 2025–2026

Position Name
President Robyn Black

Vice-President Lindsay Adams
Treasurer Wendy Shelton
Secretary Janet Stein

Committee John Stein (Outings 
Coordinator)

Rosemary Blemings 
(Membership Secretary)

Elin Adams
Stuart Harris

Donald Hobern

Janet Stein

file:///C:\Users\STEIN\Downloads\secretary@fieldnatsact.com
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Financial Statement 1 July 2024–30 June 2025
FieldNats had a successful year financially with a small surplus, well attended outings and general 
meetings with excellent speakers. The website hosted by Canberra company BluePackets worked well. 
The days of printing and posting a newsletter for every member are gone.

Income Cash basis
2023/24 2024/25

Memberships, donations, raffle $1850.35 $ 525.33
Bank Interest $ 512.95 $ 525.33
Total $2363.30 $2566.18

Expenditure
Insurance $979.87 $615
Web hosting (BluePackets) $132 $132
Printing Newsletter ICP $198.60 $19.60
Post Newsletters $60
Bank charges and 
miscellaneous

$124.75

Gift Vouchers for speakers $330 $340
ANU Student prize $500 $500
Harry Hartog Book Voucher - 
student prize

$300

Membership Cons Council $157.50 $82.50
Gift Cards for auditor and 
Website manager

$105.95 $102.00

Post Office Box $288.50
Total $2888.67 $2079.60

Bank accounts
Interest Balance

Beyond Bank Belconnen
30/06/2025 $3332.00
INV-Community - 12 Mth
01/07/2024 $11,160.12
22/12/2024 $260.18
22/06/2024 $264.79
31/06/2025 $11,685.09
Total

Kevin McCue (Hon Treasurer)
4 November 2025

$0.36

$525.33
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Outing to the Australian Institute of Sport
On 9 November it was a busy, 
windy Sunday morning at the 
AIS. We had to rendezvous by 
spotting people with binoculars!
The AIS is Noisy Miner territory, 
so it was interesting to note a 
change to the Noisy Miner alarm 
call as the birds flew viciously at 
a dog that displeased them.
Not any distinct Superb Parrot 
calls, so we headed off on a tour 
of the precinct. It is interesting to 
take the off-track route.
The AIS vegetation is about 
45 years old, so there are mature 
stands of trees and shrubs.
On the mounds, there were 
assorted local eucalyptus species, 
and we saw an extensive meat ant 
nest about 4 metres long.
River Sheaoaks (Casaurina 
Cunninghamiana)  were in 
the watercourses, and it was 
encouraging to observe the Moss 
soil crust that was extensive in 
the upper level of the drainage 
channels. These were surrounded 
by Bottlebrushes (Callistemon 
sp.), Paperbarks (Melaleuca sp.) 
and Black Cypress (Callitris 
endlicheri).
We headed north along the 
recreational path where there 
were more wide-open spaces, and 
a more degraded environment, 
being Blackberry and Briar rose 
infested – but the birds seemed 
happy tweeting away in the 
bushes, and the rabbits were 
hopping about as if they owned 
the place.
We then passed a stand of Ribbon 
Gum/ Manna Gum (Eucalyptus 
viminalis), and followed the path 
downstream to two of the earlier 
‘Healthy Waterway’ ponds - even 
more tweeting in the bushes, and 
as well as hearing lots of its loud 
singing, we did get a sighting of 
the Australian Reed Warbler!
The waterbirds,  including 

 
with 1–2 fluffy chicks, and a 
sudden fly-over of 3 White-faced 

Herons, showed how this small 
constructed micro-habitat has 
paid dividends. There was also 
a distinct meat ant trail here that 

busy ants leaves a mark!
Then we headed into the more 
impoverished environment of a 
mowed grassy area. However, 
it did highlight the big old dead 
tree with a bleached white trunk. 
This was shared by a few pairs 
of Red-rumped Parrots, lots of 
Common Starlings, some Galahs, 
a Sulphur-crested Cockatoo and 
a White Ibis. So much easier 
to see the bird interactions that 
occurred!
The weather turned windy and 
eventually rained, so our morning 
tea was shortened. People headed 
off home, and I went inside 
to look at the World Boccia 
Championships.
Soon after the sun came out and 
there was a distinctive currack 
currack call and three superb 
parrots flew over the carpark.
When I suggested the AIS walk for 
the Field Natters, I did comment 
that the best way to see the parrots 
might be to go to the AIS cafe and 
just sit on the lawns, or near the 
carpark and just wait for them to 
fly by with a currack currack!
M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t 
Polytelis swainsonii. The genus 
Polytelis (literally translates into 
magnificent) consists of three 
species of long-tailed parrot 
endemic to Australia. Molecular 
studies place the genus within 
Polytelini. These species, Superb 
Parrot, Princess Parrot and Regent 
Parrot, all have swift flight, on 
swept wings and have long slim 
tails.
The Birds of Canberra Gardens 
2019 documented the Superb 
Parrot as an uncommon visitor 
to Canberra, which is on the 
South eastern edge of its natural 
range. However, in recent years, 
it has been appearing regularly, 
particularly in Belconnen. It is 

officially declared vulnerable in 
the ACT.
However, I have been observing 
them on their flight path up and 
over our street in the north-
east part of our suburb, Page. 
They swoop overhead, morning 
and night, to and from Lake 
Ginninderra, where they feed on 
the blossom of the Eucalyptus, and 
then go back to West Belconnen, 
where they nest. Over the decades 
they have increased and now 
seem to be here all year round. 
They are appreciating the varied 
habitat that the Bush Capital can 
provide.

Bird list
•	 Australian Raven
•	 Australian Magpie
•	 Australia Reed Warbler
•	 Australian Wood Duck family, 

including nearly-matured 
young

•	 Australasian Grebe
•	 Common Myna
•	 Common Starling
•	 Crested Pigeon
•	 Crimson Rosella
•	 Double bar Finch
•	 Eastern Rosella
•	 Eurasian Coot 2 families with 

fluffy ducklings
•	 Galah
•	 Grey Butcherbird
•	 Little Pied Cormorant
•	 Magpie-lark
•	 Masked Lapwing
•	 Noisy Miner
•	 Rainbow Lorikeet
•	 Pied Currawong
•	 Red-browed Finch
•	 Red-rumped Parrot
•	 Red Wattlebird
•	 Rock Dove
•	 Silvereye
•	 Striated Pardalote
•	 Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
•	 Spotted Dove
•	 Superb Fairy-wren
•	 Superb Parrot
•	 Weebill
•	 Welcome Swallow
•	 White-faced Heron
•	 White Ibis

was  10  cm  wide.  45  years  of

2 families of Eurasian  Coot
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Vegetation now 45 years old
•	 River Sheaoak (Casaurina Cunninghamiana) in 

watercourse
•	 Moss soil crust extensive in drainage channels
•	 Bottlebrush (Callistemon sp)
•	 Paperbark (Melaleuca sp)
•	 Black Cypress (Callitris endlicheri)
•	 Ribbon Gum/ Manna Gum (Eucalyptus viminalis)
•	 Blackberry
•	 Briar Rose

Other
•	 Rabbits

Cec Sutton
Editor: As an update on the Superb Parrots in 
Belconnen: In 2020 I participated in a Superb 
Parrot survey run by Anthony Overs, who lives 

in Hawker. His house is in the flight path of the 
Superb Parrots so he enlisted volunteers to sit in 
a line along the flight path of the parrots to record 
numbers including male, female and juveniles.
He determined that the parrots mostly nest in the 
Molonglo corridor to the south but travel north 
through to Belconnen for feeding and almost 
inevitability end up at the AIS. It is reported that 
even those reported from Yerrabi Pond in Gungahlin 
also eventually end up at the AIS.
Boorawa in NSW is reportedly the Superb Parrot 
common habitat but more parrots are now over-
wintering in Canberra. While once mostly only 
recorded in the northern suburbs of Canberra they 
are now more frequently being recorded in the 
southern suburbs as well.

Signs of recovery of broad tooth rat in the Kosciuszko 
National Park

Recently I was fortunate to spend a few days camping 
at Long Plain Hut, which is situated on Long Plain 
between Kiandra and Yarrangobilly Caves in northern 
Kosciuszko National Park.
I have been to the hut on numerous occasions but 
the last time I was there a couple of years ago I was 
appalled at the number of feral horses in the area. In 
fact along Long Plain there were literally hundreds 
of them and in one mob I counted 40 horses. They 
weren’t only content to swarm over the plain but also 
invaded our camp and even walked between our tents.
However, the good news is that since then there has 
been a concerted effort at reducing the number of 
horses and the success of this programme is evident. 
Although horses are still present on Long Plain 
there are no where near the numbers as previously, 
although three adults and a foal were in the proximity 
of the hut and had left their trademarks behind in the 
camping area.

Due to the reduced number of horses in the area of 
Yorkies Creek at the Long Plain hut site the creek 
bank is showing signs of recovery.
Whereas previously there was much evidence of 
trampling, broken down creek banks and destroyed 
vegetation caused by horses, this time the recovery 
of the creek was quite encouraging and a short walk 
along its bank revealed a number of what I am 
sure were broad tooth rat runs and holes. In a short 
distance I counted four but I am sure there are more 
that were hidden under the shrubbery, which is their 
favourite hide out.
It is encouraging to see that this endangered animal 
is still hanging on and hopefully making a recovery. 
Pity it is called a rat as it is rather cute and looks more 
like a hamster or a guinea pig than a rat.

Deidre Shaw
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Environmental Defenders Office 40th 
anniversary

On 3 November, FNAC committee member (now 
Vice President) was privileged to represent Field 
Nats at a function celebrating the 40th Anniversary 
of the establishment of the Environmental Defenders 
Office. See www.edo.org.au/ It was a who’s 
who of the ACT’s environmental sector and a 
brilliant insight into the work of this outstanding 
organisation. Lindsay was able to spread the word 
on what our small but vibrant group does. Also, 
some excellent contacts were made, should Field 
Nats feel the need to call upon outside expertise to 
inform our activities.
Lindsay (left) with Matt Whitting, the Public Officer 
of the Friends of Grasslands, and Joanna Maier, a 
solicitor with the EDO’s Early Legal Intervention 
Team.

Lindsay Adams

Repeal of Wild Horse Heritage Act (Brumby 
Bill)

On 27 November after a marathon sitting of the 
NSW upper house of Parliament, which went on 
for many hours with two parliamentarians, Mark 
Latham and Wes Fang, endlessly filibustering, the 
egregious John Barilaro Kosciuszko Wild Horse 
Heritage Act, which was passed in 2018, was finally 
repealed after much hard work and lobbying by the 
Reclaim Kosci group led by the Invasive Species 
Council and Canberra’s Linda Groom.
Now with the feral horses no longer protected, 
there is a chance that the native animals and plants 
in Kosciuszko National Park will have a chance to 
recover and their numbers increase over time.
The token herd of 3,000 horses in the Park will 
remain until mid 2027.

Deidre Shaw

www.edo.org.au


Activities
Sunday 7 December 4:00 pm: FNAC Christmas party, Black Mountain Peninsula

supplement the bench seating around the 
picnic tables might be useful too. Janet and 
John will aim to get there early on the day 
to claim the table. If it is occupied there are 
several other tables nearby. It is also close to 
the toilet block.

Saturday 13 December – 10:30 am High 
country outing
John and Janet Stein would like to invite 
members to their bush block in NSW, south of 
Namadgi NP, to experience a variety of moun-
tain habitats, including creeks, wetlands, 
grasslands, woodlands, and forested slopes 
with granite tors. Driving time from central 
Canberra is about 1 hour 45 to 2 hour 30 min, 
depending on the route. Arrive from 10:30 
am. Activities for the day include easy, short 
walking in the open valley and/or walking up the steep and rough forested hill. For those wishing to 
stay overnight, limited camping is available – roadside vehicle-based sleeping or walk-in (~100 m) tent 
camping. Depart by about 5 pm on Saturday (day visitors) or before lunchtime on Sunday (campers).
Please bring everything you will need, including drinking water, sun protection, warm clothing, 
sturdy footwear, your packed lunch and afternoon snack for Saturday, and breakfast for campers, 
who need to be fully self-sufficient. Minimal facilities include a pit toilet and tank water (not suitable 
for drinking). Note that there is no mobile phone reception at the property, no electricity, no drinking 
water nor shops nearby. Car-pooling is encouraged.
For more details, and to RSVP: https://fieldnatsact.com/event/december-outing-high-country/
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Activities

Meet at the  picnic area at the end of Garry Owen Drive. BYO food and drinks and if you like,
some nibbles to share. A few folding chairs to

https://fieldnatsact.com/event/december
https://fieldnatsact.com/event/december-outing-high-country/


Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra Inc.

Monthly meeting venue:  Slatyer Room, R. N. Robertson Building, Biology Place, Australian National University

Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra Inc.

Who are the Field Naturalists?
The Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra (FNAC) was formed 
in 1981. Our aim is to foster interest in natural history by means 
of meetings and regular field outings. Meetings are usually held 
on the first Thursday of each month. Outings range from weekend 
rambles to long weekends away. Activities are advertised in our 
monthly newsletter. We emphasise informality and the enjoyment 
of nature. New members are always welcome. If you wish to join 
FNAC you would be warmly welcomed.

President: president@fieldnatsact.com
Email: secretary@fieldnatsact.com
Website: www.fieldnatsact.com
Treasurer: treasurer@fieldnatsact.com
Membership: membership@fieldnatsact.com
Newsletter Editor: editor@fieldnatsact.com
Outings Coordinator: outings@fieldnatsact.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra

Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra
PO Box 708
Jamison Centre  ACT  2614

Membership application or renewal

New applications
Please use the membership form page on the web site:

https://fieldnatsact.com/membership

Renewals
Due on 1 July each year (no form needed)

Subscription (Single/Family $25)   Donation:  $...........

Bank transfer
Account name: Field Nats
BSB: 325 185
Account number: 03545251
Reference: Please include your name

If you are unable to complete new applications through the web site, or use bank transfer for payments, please 
contact the Membership Secretary at the email address above, or in writing to the address listed.

mailto:outings@fieldnatsact.com
https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra
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