FIELD NATURALISTS ASSOCIATION
OF CANBERRA INC.

OBJECTS: To foster an interest, an awareness and an understanding
of nature

PRESIDENT: Jenny Bounds, Phone 288 7802 (H)

SECRETARY: Patricia Woolcock, Phone 251 1246 (H)

ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE: GPO Box 249, Canberra ACT 2601
NEWSLETTER CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Bob Ecclestone, Phone 241 4512 (H)

Meetings are held downstairs in the Department of Botany, ANU, on the
first Thursday of each month. Meetings commence at 8.00 pm and are
followed by refreshments.

NEWSLETTER —  FEBRUARY 1991

FEBRUARY MEETING - Thursday 7th

John Mulligan, former proprietor of Gypsy Point Lodge at Mallacoota, is speaking on “The
Environment of the Mallacoota Area since European Settlement”. Mr Mulligan was formerly
an engineer, and has been involved with such projects as helping prevent silting up of rivers
due to logging.

OUTING 10 FEBRUARY - HIGH COUNTRY BRINDABELLA WILDFLOWERS

Sophie Caton will be leading a day walk along the Mt Gingera Fire Trail in the Brindabellas.
This walk is of easy grade; it is a long walk, however, we will decide how far the walk will be
on the day, depending on the temperature. It is a return walk on the same track so you can go
as far as you want to.

There will be the summer alpine wildflowers to see, the lovely snow gum country, and birds
like Flame Robins, Olive Whistlers and Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos have been seen on
previous trips to the area. YOU MUST BRING A WATERPROOF JACKET WITH HOOD - even if
the day is sunny with predicted hot temperatures. The weather in the high country is
unpredictable and we were caught in a weather change when we visited the area a couple of
years ago. Also bring lunch and plenty of water, a hat, sunscreen and repellent (or fly net).
And its a good idea to wear long trousers.

Meet at the corner of Eucumbene Drive & Cotter Road in Duffy at 8.30 am, where we will car
pool. Suggest you pay 5¢/km to the driver. Enquiries to Sophie on 247-2469 (Home).

RESIGNATION OF PRESIDENT

While overseas late last year, | decided it was time, after just over two years in the job, to
resign as President. | will continue to be involved in club activities though. Maureen Bell
will be taking over as President until the next AGM in August. Thank you to the Committee
for its support during my two years as President. (Jenny Bounds)

HELPFUL HINT FROM EDITOR

Do not panic, I'm not resigning! But could | ask a special favour, please? Sometimes those
of you who write articles for the newsletter have the time or wherewithall to type your
article, which is great, but please note that any handwritten material is gratefully received
also. Don't let the lack of a typewriter or computer put you off. But could | ask that you
please do the scientific names correctly, so that | don’t need to change them. The first, or
generic name, always begins with a capital or upper case letter; the second, or specific
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name, does not. And it must be written either in italics or underlined, eq: Acacia dealbata
or Acacia dealbata. Either way is correct. Thank you. That will save me some time!

FAREWELL TO THE ECCLESTONES

We are very sad to see Bob, Di and Travis move away from us. Bob has already left, but Di
and Travis are still in Canberra. Before they all leave we will have a farewell get-together
- details later. We will miss them, as they are long standing members, Bob has been Vice-
President and has been in charge of photocopying, organising the mailing list and getting out
the Newsletter for many years - practically a family ‘once a month tradition’ in their
household. And Bob has been the cheery bus driver on several happy outings; Travis kept the
FNAC Library going for many years; the whole family has been very active on outings and
gatherings. Thanks to all of you for your help and support. Come back and visit us, and send
us reports of your discoveries in the Blue Mountains!

PHOTO COMPETITION: ORGANISER NEEDED

We will be holding another of our annual Photo Competitions in May. Would someone like to
step forward and organize this year's competition? The rules will be eased a bit to allow
more entries. More detail on this later.,

REPORTS

REPORT ON BUNDANOON FIELD TRIP - 18 NOVEMBER Jon Prance

We left Canberra soon after 9 am, in a Westrans mini-bus ably driven by member
Bob Ecclestone. The weather for most of the day was sunny but cool - ideal for walking, in
fact. The party numbered some 24, incluindg a few members who travelled by car.
Unfortunately, Leonie Andrews, who was to have led us today, could not come owing to
sickness in the family. However, Patricia Woolcock stood in at short notice, and for this
afternoon organized as our guide Molly O’Neill who is President of the Goulburn Field
Naturalists.

Lake George was almost full, with pelicans and black swans not far from the road. Reaching
Bundanoon at about 11.00, we drove to Gambells Rest in Morton National Park, and soon
after set off on the 800 metre walk to Erith Coal Mine. The path goes first through
woodland, with many flowers in bloom, then descends to a lookout, a waterfall and the former
coal mine beside the fall. The absence of a guide before lunch allowed us the choice of
attempting to identify plants ourselves or simply absorbing the natural beauty around us
without analysis. We all probably did a bit of both. Useful books for identification were

Cronin’s Key Guide and Burnum Burnum's WILDthings (see below).

The sandstone plateau near Bundanoon lies at the southern end of the Hawkesbury Sandstone,
and dates from Permian times (280-250 million years ago), though the plateau itself was
uplifted quite recently, during the Kosciusko Uplift (c. 2 m.y.a.). Subsequent erosion has
led to the dramatic scenery we saw today. The sandy path to the coal mine varied in colour
from creamy-yellow to near white. On either side was a host of summer flowers, many of
which we could identify to the genus level at least. To mention just a few: Lambertia
formosa (Mountain Devil), Xanthorrhoea (Grass Tree), Pimelia (Rice Flower), Isopogon,
Hibbertia, Patersonia and two beauties - a Leptospermum with large pink and white flowers
and a Boronia with pink bell-shaped flowers. A common plant today was the purple ‘Match
Heads’ or Comesperma (as Jeff Clyde said: “Sounds like a Russian vasectomy!”) - not to be
confused with Conospermum, also seen today.

At the falls we found liverworts and a wealth of fern species (one member on seeing the
latter vowed to go home and make a proper study of these beautiful plants). In the creek
below there are Turpentine trees and Sassafras, though arguments developed over which was
which. The cool creek water seemed devoid of life, apart from numerous small flies on its
surface. At the top of the falls we saw sky-blue dragonflies and a curious red spider with a
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black abdomen. The coal mine was inspected, at least the entrance cave (the main tunnel is
450 m long, but closed off now). The mine was opened in the early 1860s by the Sydney
Melbourne Land and Coal Co, working a seam about 1 m thick. We could see traces of the
apparatus by which the coal was hoisted in skips to the staging area above. Throughout this
delightful walk we were surrounded by numerous birds, ranging from kookaburras and grey
shrike-thrushes to pardalotes and a female Rose Robin (at the falls). A list of those seen or
heard follows, compiled by Graeme Clark and Kay Hahne: Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Brown
Thornbill, Eastern Spinebill, Yellow-faced and Brown-headed Honeyeaters, Rufous and
Golden Whistlers, White-throated Tree Creeper, Grey Fantail, Pied Currawong and one
female Satin Bowerbird.

After a picnic lunch back at Gambells Rest, we set off for View Point, the track beginning
beside a bull farm called “Bovine Semen”. Though in her eighties, and walking with elbow
crutches, Molly O’'Neill led us ably on a heathland walk of some 2 km. Under her guidance we
were now able to identify plants more securely. Among those seen were: Dampiera stricta,
Leptospermum squarrosum (Peach-flowered Tea Tree), Billardiera scandens (Apple
Berry), Daviesia alata, Banksia serratifolia, Helichrysum obcordatum, Kunzea parvifolia,
Mitrasacme dimorpha, Lomandra longifolia, Stackhousia viminea, large and small flannel
flowers (Actinotus), fringed lily (Thysanotus) a Microtis orchid and “curly-leafed rush”
(does anyone know its proper name??). At the View Point lookout, apart from admiring the
remarkable vistas, we found a group of six Aboriginal axe-grinding grooves, which Molly
hadn't ever noticed before. She was elated with the discovery. As on this morning’s walk,
the bird-life was good too, but noticably different as we walked past the buildings and small
paddocks containing very large bulls (we were gald they were on the gther side of the fence).
We then saw the typical farmyard/ human habitation birds that one would expect: Welcome
Swallows, Starlings, House Sparrows, Tree Martins, Common Mynahs, Crimson Rosella,
Magpies, Magpie Larks and of course a cheeky Willie Wagtail. Further away from the
paddocks, Graeme Clark spotted a Black-faced Monarch Flycatcher, a Leaden Flycatcher and a
Mistletoe Bird. Just as we ended our walk we were treated to a spectacular fly-past of some
20-30 Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos.

Finally, Molly took us via Penrose and Wingello along a gravel road towards Tallong. At one
point we fond the road covered in water, and wondered if we should proceed, the matter being
resolved by a car coming in the opposite direction that showed us it was safe to cross after
all. Our first stop was made to look for the Purple Donkey Orchid (Diuris punctata), a
single specimen being found by one of our members. We then drove just beyong the railway
bridge to see a Casuarina rare in these parts, C. diminuta. In the other direction, we looked
across the line to an attractive Reserve with large outcrops of conglomerate rock and
Barber's Creek, with its emerald green vegation and several species of waterfowl, namely
Pacific Black Duck, Maned (or Wood) Duck, Great Cormorant and Ducky Moorehens.

We then returned to Canberra, arriving at about 7.30 pm, after a day that all seem to have
enjoyed, owing largely to the organization of Patricia Woolcock and the expert guidance of
Molly O’Neill.

References:

FAIRLEY, Alan. A field guide to the national parks of New South Wales, Adelaide, Rigby,

1978.

CRONIN, Leonard. Key guide to Australian Wildflowers, Balgowlah (NSW), Reed, 1987.
SAINTY, ABELL & JACOBS. r r 's WILDthings: i

seen around Sydney, Potts Point, Sainty & Associates, 1989.

Phamphlets obtained from The Superintendent, National Parks and Wildlife Service, PO Box
707, Nowra NSW 2541.
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REPORT ON THE OUTING 9 DECEMBER TO MOLONGLO GORGE Jenny Bounds

18 Field Nats joined Bob Abell from the Bureau of Mineral Resources for a 5 km walk
through this attractive gorge from the Blue Tiles picnic area. See maps attached..

Highlights included 30 species of birds, including a Whistling Kite carrying food, a rare
bird in the ACT, usually only seen at Uriarra Crossing (14 sightings of this bird in the ACT
in the last year only). Others sighted were Crimson and Eastern Rosellas, Shining Bronze-
Cuckoo, Kookaburra, Sacred Kingfisher, Rainbow Bee-eater, Eastern Yellow Robin (nest
with 2 young), Rufous Whistler, Grey Shrike-thrush (nest with 3 young), Grey Fantail,
Clamorous Reed-Warbler, Superb Fairy-wren, White-browed Scrubwren, Weebill,
Western Gerygone, Brown, Yellow-rumped and Striated Thornbills, White-throated
Treecreeper, Yellow-faced and White-eared Honeyeaters, Eastern Spinebill, Striated
Pardalote, Silvereye, Magpie-lark, Dusky Woodswallow, Australian Magpie (with dependent
young), Pied Currawong (carrying food) and Australian Raven. Also we disturbed a small
colony of bats which flew out of a dead gum tree, and a swamp wallaby.

The gorge is notable for its scenic beauty, a couple of rare plants in the ACT, Acacia
doratoxylon (Currawang) and Casvarina luehmanii (Bull-oak or Buloke) which are relics
from a time of warmer, drier conditions and are now found in more inland areas of NSW.
But mainly the vegetation of the valley slopes is a dry sclerophyll forest of Red Stringybark
Eucalyptus macrorhyncha, Scribbly Gum E. rossii, and some Brittle Gum E. mannifera and
Apple Box E. bridgesiana. The Black Cypress Pine Callitris endlicheri is common along the
Molonglo River escarpemt and other rivers in the ACT.

We saw good examples of hanging valleys where tributary streams have eroded at a slower
rate above the main gorge, falls and rapids of more resistant quartzite (a metamorphic
rock), folding of rocks including bedding and cleavage (see the July 1990 Newsletter for
details about the latter) and scree slopes. The Molonglo River is, in fact, an ancient river
which has superimposed itself on the underlying rock structure of Ordovician origin.

The gorge itself historically was the natural route into Queanbeyan and the ACT from the
north-east and the railway and the Kings Highway were built on this natural route.

For further reading:
i - , 1974,

ignifi i , NCDC 1988. pp 52-56.
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From one of our

World Travellers,

Jenny Bounds.

Bears endanger

Hunters refuse to lay
down their arms to
protect the Pyrenean
bear, of which only
20 to 30 remain,
reports Polly Ghazi.

ATTEMPTS to save France’s
dwindling population of Pyre-
nean bears appear doomed. A
government ban on hunting in
two Pyrenean valleys inhabited
by 13 bears is being defied by
local farmers, determined to
pursue their traditional sport of.
wild boar hunting.

The huntsmen have won the

support of local villagers,
angered at being dictated to by
Paris and the head of the Pyre-
nean National Park who is ref-
using to police the ban.

Bear hunting has been out-
lawed in the French mountains
since 1962. But the hunting of
wild boar, the Pyrenean bear’s
principal prey, coupled with
widespread tree-felling in its
forest habitat, has caused the
bear population to dwindle
from 170 in 1940 to 20 to 30
today.

French Environment Minis-
ter Brice Lalonde banned hunt-
ing over a 16,000 acre area in
the Aspe and Ossau valleys in
August after 10 years of cam-
paigning by environmental
groups. But, six weeks into the
French hunting season, the
long-awaited protection laws
are being widely flouted.

Every Sunday since the ban
was introduced, huntsmen and
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farmers have been holding pro-
test marches in Aspe and Ossau
villages, firing their guns into
the air to demonstrate their fury
at government interference.
Roads leading into the bear
sanctuary, part of which falls
within the National Pyrenees
Park, are not being sealed off

the i
Mike Riddell, director |

or monitored for hunters, many
of whom are continuing to
operate with impunity.

In addition, Jean Lassalle,
president of the National Pyre-
nees Park, has openly declared
that he will not actively apply
the protection laws.

ed b;’f;gd_up

(

Jean-Francois Derrasse of the
World Wide Fund for Nature in
France fears the powerful hunt-
ing lobby could wreck the Pyre-
nean bear’s chances of survival.
‘The environment movement is
not very strong here. M.
Lalonde does not have the
power to enforce the new laws,
but they are absolutely essential
if the bears are to survive,’ he
said.

The bear sanctuary was
introduced under the terms of
the international Bern Conven-
tion on the protection of endan-
gered plants and animals, which
France signed earlier this year.
The Pyrenean bear is among
680 endangered species listed
for protection under the con-
vention. Lalonde has the

l'mckmg('le oti: French Pres-

ident Francois Mit-

8. . terrand, who has
ablicly stated that the Pyre-
nean bear must be saved. So far,
however, the Environment
Minister has not reacted to the
flagrant disregard of the protec-
‘tion laws, resisting calls to bring

in riot police to enforce them.

The farmers, supported by
France’s two million blood-
sports enthusiasts, defend their
actions on the grounds that the
bears are pests which destroy
dozens of sheep, goats and cattle
every year. In the past, many of
them have poisoned bears after
attacks on their stock.

Farmers have also been
angered by Lalonde’s offer to
give the National Forestry
Office compensation if it will
delay logging in the area for a
year.

The Bern Convention also
proposes the introduction of
new bears to the region, but
with opposition so strong the
French government has no
plans to implement such an
immediate programme.

Opserver Discovery is
edited by Robin McKie
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OPEN WEEK AT AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY FIELD STATION AT KIOLOA
Jenny Bounds

Many members will know of the ANU's Field Station at Kioloa. FNAC regularly uses the Filed
Station for weekends and we held our very successful workshop there last June.

The University opens the Field Station to the public every year, usually during the New Year
week. This year Open Week was from 29 December 1990 to 6 January 1991.

During open week there are various excursions on natural history themes to places of
interest; these are free. There are also displays in the Laboratory, which is open in the
afternoons. This year, there were excursions on coastal formation, life in rock pools, rocks
and fossils, spotlighting for possums and owls, small mammal trapping, birdwatching and
mistnetting birds. At night, Vice Ford ran natural history films and astronomy sessions.

For the last few years, | have taken the birdwatching groups during Open Week. This year
was rather dry, but we recorded nine more bird species than last year. We had a population
of about 20 White-faced Herons feeding in one particular paddock full of grasshoppers. The
property has its resident population of kestrels and sea-eagles which give spectacular aerial
displays, on several days we had a Peregrine Falcon fly over, the forest was full of Leaden
Flycatchers, Fan-tailed Cuckoos and Black-faced Monarchs, and two Common Koels (large,
nomadic cuckoos from the more tropical areas) called on several mornings.

| made a number of attempts to see the Koels , but they were very elusive and | had to be
content with a couple of views of the bird flying to the next tree. The Common Koel
Eudynamis scolopacea is a rare bird in Canberra, but has been heard on several occasions in
December in the Kambah and Weston Creek areas. | heard one calling at 5 am on
18 December in Weston.

There is no accommodation available at the Field Station during Open Week, but many holiday
makers and local residents visit. If you are down that way next year, call in.

Vince Ford or myself are happy to provide more information about Kioloa Open Week.

ODDS'N'ENDS

~ B o
HELP!! Would anyone be interested in wheve
getting a Class 4 licence, which is needed \5 The
for a 20 seater bus. Bus trips together are N
fun, and it would be good to have another ~ Jrivev /Q @’E
driver in our midst, now that our Bob is 22
leaving us. Or does anyone have a Class 4 s \ BUS < {3
licence already that would be willing to @ ——__j@, &
drive occasionally? 4 2,

Outings/walks - Any of you members have ideas on an outing?? or would you like to lead
a walk to one of your favourite haunts? New ideas and new leaders are always welcome.
Please come forward to Jenny, Maureen or any of the Committee.

Night Parrot find - Has there been any more info on the discovery of a Night Parrot,
Geopsittacus occidentalis, on the roadside between Boulia and Mount Isa, QlId. last October?
Australia’s rarest parrot may still exist after a lapse of 120 years since the last specimen
was scientifically examined! Fancy being found by two ornithologists out in the bush - you
never know what you may run across! Last year an egg was found in the Tanami Desert, NT.
This rare parrot is green, thought to be a nocturnal ground-dweller, and has a harsh, loud
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call (according to reports of last century). It is one of only three ground-dwelling parrots
in the world, which includes the world's largest parrot, the Kakapo, Strigops habroptilus,
from New Zealand.

The Friends of Durras are conducting a campaign to raise $1000.00 to purchase a
significant portion of the catchment and shoreline of Durras Lake for inclusion in the
Murramarang National Park. Sales proceeds from prints of a painting by Peter Kestel will
aid this cause. (Prints available from Gutta Schoefl, bh 249-2527.)

Greenline - The Environment Centre "Greenline", 248-9745, provides toll free advice on
the week's events in the natural history/conservation world, "Green" tips, and meetings and
outings of the various groups in Canberra.

Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve have Ranger guided activities every weekend for all the
family: 1.00 pm Koala Walk; 3.00 pm Wetlands and Waterbirds; 4.00 pm Kangaroo Walk.
No need to book, just call in at Visitors Centre. For more information ring 237 5120.

Namadgi National Park - Bookings essential for popular walks. Ring 237 5222.

Natural History Courses at Barren Grounds
Field Naturalist members may be interested in some of the forthcoming courses being
organised by Barren Grounds Bird Observatory:

8-10 Feb A Course for Kids (cost $115 - child under 13 $58)
22-24 Feb Birds for Beginners (cost $115)

Unless otherwise indicated the courses are run by the Wardens. The new Wardens (Jack
Baker and Jean Clarke) started at Barren Grounds at the end of August 1990.

Some further information about the courses is available from Tony Lawson (H) 288 9430,
(W) 264 3125. Otherwise phone the Wardens (042) 360195 or make a booking with
them. Their address is The Wardens, Barren Grounds Bird Observatory, PO Box 3,
Jamberoo NSW 2533.

NEWSLETTER

OK everybody. Summer holidays are over, what have you done, seen; where have you been??
We want to hear about it! Found any clever cartoons? Done any sketches? Anything
welcome, I'll find an appropriate spot for them eventually. Contributions to the newsletter
can be handed in at the meetings or sent to me at either of the following addresses:

Kay Hahne OR Kay Hahne (in Building 7; Tel. 252-2913)
5 Gingana Street Faculty of Environmental Design

Aranda ACT 2614 University of Canberra

Tel. 251-1792 PO Box 1, Belconnen ACT 2616

Deadline for the March newsletter is Thursday, 22 February.
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FIELD NATURALISTS ASSOCIATION of CANBERRA Incorporated

The Field Naturalists Association of Canberra was formed in 1981. The aim of the club is to stimulate
interest in the natural history of the ACT through regular meetings and field outings. Meetings are
usually held on the first Thursday of each month for an exchange of information and to hear an
invited speaker. Field outings are also planned each month and range from day outings to long
weekends and camping. The emphasis is on informality and fun.

New members are always welcome, especially family groups and young people. Information on our
activities is circulated in the monthly newsletter which is sent to all members.

If you wish to join FNAC, please complete the form below, and send it with the appropriate
subscription to:

The Treasurer
FNAC

G P OBox 249 -
Canberra ACT 2601

AN NARE e e o ey ot o el et o SR o)l o e s
IR S N ANIE e o e sl mee oo S iy e o e o ol ok e clae o

If a family membership, please include the first names of other members of the family:

PHONES HOME e e e e et s WORK: . s e s

SUBSCRIPTION ENCLOSED: §.........

Single $12; Family $12; Concession $6 (available to pensioners and full-time students).

AREAS OF INTEREST:



