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From impact to recovery:

plant responses to the 2003 and 2019/2020 high severity fires
in southern NSW

Speaker: Michael Doherty

o < There are justifiable concerns that the recent high severity fire events of
,c\’ © 2003 and 2019/2020 have had a major impact on biodiversity. Based on

o long-term monitoring plots in the Australian Alps stretching from Burrinjuck
x . ) . e
oF Nature Reserve to Kosciuszko National Park, | will discuss plant responses
m O to fire broadly, and then focus on structure, species richness and composition
o < responses from 1-20 years after the 2003 event. | will also discuss the initial
o w response of fire-killed Alpine Ash stands to repeat fires in 2003 and 2019/2020.
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Newsletter contributions

All members are invited and encouraged to
contribute to the newsletter each month.

If you have an interesting story or photo we would
love to include it in the newsletter. It doesn’t have
to be a local story, maybe it’s something you saw
while travelling or even something sent to you by
a friend.

Perhaps consider a short write-up of the monthly
outing. Others may be able to provide the photos
if you don’t have them.

I’m aiming to select a photo of the month and the
winner can collect a Caramello Koala at the next
monthly meeting. Maybe a larger prize for the
overall photo or story of the year.

I aim to publish the newsletter a week before each
monthly meeting so I have a prepared a table of
the deadlines for receiving stories for each month.

Of course, if you miss the deadline, we can hold it
over for the next month.
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Month Contribution deadline
February Monday 27 January
March Monday 24 February
April Monday 31 March
May Monday 28 April
June Monday 26 May
July Monday 30 June
August Monday 28 July
September Monday 25 August
October Monday 29 September
November Monday 27 October
December Monday 24 November
Send your contributions to:
editor@fieldnatsact.com
Alison Milton
Editor

This could be your photo or story!
Blue banded bee waking up.

February 2025
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Field Nats online
Website

The FieldNats website is a useful resource.

It lists the committee members and provides links
to contact the key people.

The Newsletter page has links to not only the
current, but most past issues of the newsletter.

Keep up-to-date with upcoming events on the
calendar among other useful links.

FaceBook

Did you know that FieldNats now has a FaceBook
page?

John and Janet would love to receive a photo or
two for the FaceBook page. Perhaps an interesting
sighting or photos from an outing. It doesn’t matter
if you also send the same photos to the newsletter.

No deadline for these, just anytime you have
something to share.

Put FaceBook in the subject line and send to
secretary@fieldnatsact.com

Book release

CSIRO will release the revised edition of Australian
Alps National Parks: Kosciuszko, Alpine and
Namadgi in April. The link to the blurb and order
form is below.

Written by Deirdre Slattery this is a useful text

and guide for both the ecology and history of the

mountains.

You can pre-order the book through the CSIRO.
Deidre Shaw

Kosciuszko, Alpine and Namadgi National Parks

Deirdre Slattery
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Bee and termite association

Cleaning out papers [ came across an old cutting from
the Canberra Times about an unusual association
of a solitary bee species and termite mounds in the
Brindabellas. The researchers Dr Glynn Maynard
and Prof Sujaya Rao subsequently published the
results. The bee is not mentioned in Peter Abbott’s
book about Native Bees of the ACT and NSW
South Coast printed in 2022.

When contacted, the author mentioned that: ‘this
bee is out only at a specific time of year, the males
emerge in about the last week of August when
Daviesia squarrosa and one of the eucalypts are
in flower in the proximity of Coptotermes lacteus
mounds, the females come out a few weeks later.
They are only out for a couple of months and found
only on yellow pea flowers in the vicinity of the
termite mounds. You need to look in a particular
set of places and times to find this species.’

The occurrence record in the Atlas of Living
Australia shows their reported occurrence: just two
sites in the ACT.

I cannot get a reprint of the article, much as I tried.
Reference

Glynn Maynard and Sujaya Rao The solitary bee,
Leioproctus (Leioproctus) nigrofulvus (Cockerell
1914) (Hymenoptera: Colletidae), in SE Australia:
Unique termite-mound-nesting behavior and
impacts of bushfires on local populations. The Pan-
Pacific Entomologist 86(1), 14-19, (6 July 2010).
https://doi.org/10.3956/2009-20.1 (membership
and password required)

Map shows the bee’s distribution from the Atlas of Living
Australia

Kevin McCue

Out of session entertainment

The other day, Sonja and I ended up at old
Parliament House having coffee after visiting the
cartoon exhibition.

Birds in the inner courtyard caught my eye: two
large Poplars the only trees with feral shrubs and
flowers in garden beds. Not a native plant to be
seen. The begging magpies were a disgrace though
they held their own against the Indian Miners
trying to rescue food scraps thrown by unrestrained
children.

Then I noticed a Red Wattlebird appearing from
the grapevines choking the roof. A Currawong
cruised by, its eyes also on the food. Suddenly to
my great astonishment, a Satin Bowerbird joined
the entertainment, even hopping onto one of the
outside tables just metres from where I sat.

Who would have thought? Surely this could only
happen in Canberra when parliament is in recession.

Kevin McCue

Where are the beetles?

Late last year there was a mass emergence of scarab
beetles across Canberra and surrounding areas.
However, despite this there has been a dearth of
sightings of leaf beetles.

I am not the only one to have noticed this and
have had enquiries from others asking if I had also
noticed the absence of leaf beetles this season.

A recent excursion to The Pinnacle found numerous
young Eucalyptus saplings with fresh young leaves.
These should have been hosting the Eucalyptus
beetles, particularly Paropsisterna cloelia.
However, there was not one beetle to be found.

While there is a lack of leaf beetles in the Canberra
district, this is not necessarily the case further afield,
with sightings from Bungonia and Tallaganda for
example.

Again, scarab beetles seem to be the beetles for this
season with numerous sightings of the beautiful
Fiddler beetle and other similar related scarab
beetles.

Alison Milton
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Observations of 4 cicada species during the
2024 /2025 season

In our yard at O’Connor, Redeyes
were calling in moderate numbers
during December, but they
diminished quickly. There were
more than in previous years, but
nothing like the huge numbers in
the 2020/2021 season (ref. Natter
newsletter, Sep 2021). However,
numbers seemed to have varied
around Canberra. Many shells,
for example, were found in
Ainslie and Dickson by Reuben
Tsimeris-Stein in December, and
anecdotally, in other parts of
Canberra their calling has been
stronger for more of the season
than at O’Connor.

Silver Princesses have been
calling periodically all season,
but perhaps not to the same extent
as in previous years.

February 2025

In contrast, the Double-spotted
Cicadas have been calling
strongly at O’Connor all season,
from November until now.

Further afield, at our bush block
near Yaouk, it has been an
amazing season for Firetails.
The numbers have been massive.
They have been dropping from
trees and crawling on the ground
in numbers we’ve not seen before.

The world of the cicada is
complex, with so much more
to discover. Our understanding
is that each species lives for a
different, but constant, number
of years underground. This
leads to apparent good and bad
seasons for numbers of a species
emerging at a given site. The time
spent underground varies for each

species, but for many, that period
is still unknown. Is it possible there
could also be some variability
within species? Is emergence
only dependent on age, or could it
be triggered by temperature, soil
moisture, a combination of both,
or something else? Furthermore,
there are indications of spatial
variability for a species in a local
region. It seems there are many
more questions than answers.
Clearly, a lot of rigorous long-
term research is required, and no
doubt citizen science could assist.

Species descriptions

Redeye (Psaltoda moerens) —
Size: a medium/large. Call: aloud
roar that breaks into staccato and
fades away.

Double-spotted Cicada (Galanga
labeculata)—Size: small/medium.
Call: a soft buzzing call that
suddenly stops.

Silver Princess (Yoyetta celis) —
Size: small. Call: a ticking zip-zip
sound.

Subalpine Firetail (Yoyetta
subalpine) — Size: medium/small.
Call: two notes repeated.

Reference

There is an excellent online
cicada guide https://dr-pop.net/
cicada-list.htm

This is an extremely useful
resource for identification,
which contains morphological
and ecological notes, photos,
distribution maps, and also sound
recordings of calls.

John Stein


https://dr-pop.net/cicada-list.htm
https://dr-pop.net/cicada-list.htm

Activities

Activities

Saturday 22 February, 9 am Jerrabomberra Wetlands — leader John Stein
Expect to see waterbirds and waders. Latham’s Snipe may even be there before migrating. There will
be woodland birds too, and insects should be very active. Meet at Dairy Flat Road carpark. It is a flat to
gently undulating walk on paths and well-formed tracks. Bring: binoculars, water and sun protection.
Afterwards we’ll meet for optional coffee and cake at nearby Contentious Character, 4/1 Dairy Road,
carpark P1. Please RSVP by email to John at outings@fieldnatsact.com or by using the website form

Month ___|Speaker __________JTopic__________________________|

6 February Michael Doherty Fire ecology

6 March Chris Cargill Cryptograms

3 April Richard Greene Dust storms

1 May Libby Robin Restoration ecology

5 June TBC

3 July Shoshana Rapley Bush stone curlews

7 August Jane Roberts TSRs and aquatic conservation values

3 September TBA
2 October TBA
6 November  TBA
4 December ? Xmas

Raffle prizes

The monthly raffle is our is our only fund-raising event and is funded through members’ generous
donations, mostly consisting of items no longer needed or wanted at home. Fresh garden produce
is also highly prized.

Please go through your cupboards for all those little items you no longer use or want and bring them
along to donate as raffle prizes.
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Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra Inc.

Who are the Field Naturalists?
The Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra (FNAC) was formed
in 1981. Our aim is to foster interest in natural history by means
of meetings and regular field outings. Meetings are usually held
on the first Thursday of each month. Outings range from weekend
rambles to long weekends away. Activities are advertised in our
monthly newsletter. We emphasise informality and the enjoyment
of nature. New members are always welcome. If you wish to join
FNAC you would be warmly welcomed.

President: president@fieldnatsact.com

Email: secretary@fieldnatsact.com

Website: www.fieldnatsact.com

Treasurer: treasurer@fieldnatsact.com
Membership: membership@fieldnatsact.com
Newsletter Editor: editor@fieldnatsact.com
Outings Coordinator: outings@fieldnatsact.com

Membership application or renewal

New applications and renewals can be done through
the membership page on the web site:

https://fieldnatsact.com/membership

Subscription (Single/Family $25) Donation: §...........

Subscription renewals are due on 1 July each year

Bank transfer (renewals only: form not needed)

Account name: Field Nats

BSB: 325 185

Account number: 03545251
Reference: Please include your name

If you are unable to make the payment through the web
site you can contact the Membership Secretary at the
email address opposite, or in writing to the address listed.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra

Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra
PO Box 708
Jamison Centre ACT 2614
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