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Thursday 3 July

Speaker: Shoshana Rapley: Bush Stone Curlews

Bush stone curlews have declined in the southern half of their range and are
now endangered in NSW, critically endangered in Victoria, and had been
extinct in the ACT since the 1970s until their reintroduction at Mulligans Flat.

g :r Building on the success of the ACT reintroduction, we expanded the project to
= g two new sites in Victoria. However, studying these birds is made challenging
P by their cryptic and nocturnal nature. Shoshana, from the ANU, will talk about
) '5 how GPS technology, tiny handsewn backpacks, and a conservation detection
@ < dog come together to uncover the secret lives of reintroduced bush stone
o curlews.
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Newsletter contributions

All members are invited and encouraged to
contribute to the newsletter each month.

If you have an interesting story or photo we would
love to include it in the newsletter. It doesn’t have
to be a local story, maybe it’s something you saw
while travelling or even something sent to you by
a friend.

Perhaps consider a short write-up of the monthly
outing. Others may be able to provide the photos
if you don’t have them.

I’m aiming to select a photo of the month and the
winner can collect a Caramello Koala at the next
monthly meeting. Maybe a larger prize for the
overall photo or story of the year.

I aim to publish the newsletter a week before each
monthly meeting so I have a prepared a table of
the deadlines for receiving stories for each month.

Of course, if you miss the deadline, we can hold it
over for the next month.

Month Contribution deadline
February Monday 27 January
March Monday 24 February
April Monday 31 March
May Monday 28 April
June Monday 26 May
July Monday 30 June
August Monday 28 July
September Monday 25 August
October Monday 29 September
November Monday 27 October
December Monday 24 November
Send your contributions to:
editor@fieldnatsact.com
Alison Milton
Editor

This could be your photo or story!
Blue banded bee waking up.
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Field Nats online
Website

The FieldNats website is a useful resource.

It lists the committee members and provides links
to contact the key people.

The Newsletter page has links to not only the
current, but most past issues of the newsletter.

Keep up-to-date with upcoming events on the
calendar among other useful links.

FaceBook

Did you know that FieldNats now has a FaceBook
page?

John and Janet would love to receive a photo or
two for the FaceBook page. Perhaps an interesting
sighting or photos from an outing. It doesn’t matter
if you also send the same photos to the newsletter.

No deadline for these, just anytime you have
something to share.

Put FaceBook in the subject line and send to
secretary@fieldnatsact.com

Southern Marbled Gecko
Photo: Janet Stein
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Recent suburban surprises

Over the last few months, I’ve had 3 interesting
sightings in or near my home garden.

Towards the end of March an echidna appeared in
my neighbour’s back yard. It was dug in against the
bottom of the fence next to my place — in the only
section which was absolutely impossible for it to get
through! All my immediate neighbours have dogs
and it took 4 nights for it to make its way around
the fence line to find another dog-free garden. The
intervening days were very stressful for both dog
and humans acting as its unwilling hosts. Every
professional we talked to, or who visited, said we
needed to just leave it alone and wait for it to find
the way out. However true it is, it’s easier to say
than to do!!

On the last 2 days of May I had a raptor visiting
actually in the back garden. We’ve had some
discussion about its identity, but I think, on the
basis of'its stance, it’s a Collared Sparrow Hawk. It
had been seen by my (echidna) neighbour the day
before trying — unsuccessfully - to take an Indian
Myna that was caught under a net over their fig
tree. It had been more successful in this case, and

I watched it for a bit over half an hour. The prey
was probably a Crested Pigeon because they’re the
most common grey, pink legged birds I see every
day. It was ‘spooked’ by a bird flying over — I only
saw the shadow, so have no idea of what sent it off,
leaving the meal behind. I checked next morning,
wondering if whatever nocturnal critters might live
in my spot might have cleaned up the offering, but
there was no change, except that the carcass was a
bit drier. Unfortunately, the next day, at pretty much
the same time, I came into the room where I’d been

watching it too quickly to realise it was back! All
I glimpsed was the flash of wings as bird and prey
disappeared.

I was asked about habitat. On the map, the area
between the top of Amaroo and the next suburb,
Moncrief, is just a grey area with the beginning
of Ginniderra Creek and Amaroo Pond running
through. In reality, the grey area is a couple of small
woodland hills, so it’s not really so surprising to
have a Collared Sparrow Hawk in the area.
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Finally, walking along beside Yerrabi Pond a few
days ago, I saw a small flock of Superb Parrots. My
book and app only show the birds in side view, and
describe the scarlet at the base of the male’s throat
asa ‘crescent’. I was surprised —and fascinated —to
see one front on, and see the shape as a Peter Pan
collar — curving up in the centre of the throat. I used
to see these on the way here from Queensland, but
this is the first time I’ve seen them since living here.

When I was house hunting on first arrival, the Real
Estate Agent told me there were Echidna sightings
on Amaroo streets, and I took it with the usual large
grain of salt. But I have to admit that my suburban
area has given me some very pleasant sightings.

Robyn Black

Page 3 — Field Natter July 2025



Article

Flight over the Flinders Ranges and Kati Thanda/Lake Eyre

Recently whilst staying at Rawnsley Park in the
Flinders Ranges on Janet Duncan’s trip, Nancie Lim
and [ had the opportunity to take a flight over the
magnificent northern part of the Flinders Ranges
and Lake Eyre to witness the once-in-a-lifetime
phenomenon of seeing the lake filling up with
floodwater.

Rugged northern Flinders Ranges

We departed Rawnsley Park at 9.30 am in a single- |

engine plane carrying five passengers and the pilot.
Fortunately, the pilot was a young man who was
familiar with the area and was able to point out
landmarks of interest.

First, we made a circuit around Wilpena Pound and
seeing all the geological formations, the layering of
the earth, the vivid colours and the folding of the
ranges in all its magnitude was quite mind blowing!
No wonder geologists all over the world flock to
come here.

Wilpena Pound

We continued north parallel to the ranges past
Blinman, (which the group subsequently visited
and did an underground mine tour), Beltana,
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famous for Thomas Elder who imported large
numbers of camels and camel drivers into Australia,
Leigh Creek, a former coal mining town, on
to Lyndhurst, which is at the crossroads of the
Strezlecki and Oodnadatta tracks, Farina, Marree
— where we saw the outline of the famous Marree
Man, and on to the southern section of Lake Eyre.

Two major creeks flow into the northern section of
Lake Eyre — the Warburton and Coopers Creek It
was possible to see waves on the lake, but somehow
they looked like a still life photo frozen in time. It
was difficult to distinguish between the horizon,
the sky, the white salt or water surface. There were
specks of what looked like bubbles from fish on the
water surface, but the pilot could not confirm that
as very little is known of the area. Tiny white flecks
of returning birds in flight could be seen.

Northern Lake Eyre

After about two hours of a steady and scenic flight
in calm weather conditions, we landed at William
Creek on the Oodnadatta Track for lunch at a very
vibrant pub, right in the middle of nowhere!

Our return journey was more direct but nevertheless
took us past the opal mining towns of Andamooka,
Roxby Downs previously servicing Olympic Dam
Mine extracting copper and uranium and another
large salt lake — Lake Torrens. We flew over some
large stations too, notably Anna’s Creek, which is
said to be the largest station in the world! Passing
the Turret Ranges we skirted Woomera to arrive
back at Rawnsley in the late afternoon after a most
enjoyable flight getting a bird’s eye view of the
magnificent and varied colours of the landscape in
all its forms. It is necessary to take to the air to gain
an understanding of the vastness of this area and
appreciate the toughness and resilience not only of
the early settlers but also of those who still work
the land today.

Deidre Shaw
Nancie Lim



Blue Gum Forest revisited

I’d been to the Blue Gum Forest in the Grose Valley
in 1977, and it was in the early 1980s when Janet
and I had last hiked there, so it was high time to
visit this famed forest again.

The Blue Gum Forest is a small stand of Eucalyptus
deanei, which became a catalyst for the declaration
of the Blue Mountains National Park.

In 1931 this old growth forest was situated on
private land and there were plans to log it and
convert it to a walnut plantation, but Alan Rigby,
Myles Dunphy and mates had other ideas. They
raised enough money to purchase the property,
which would have been no mean feat in the early
days of the Depression.

The age of most trees is now estimated to be about
300 years, with the forest having endured a series
of wildfires and back burns — in 1957, 1968, 1982,
1994, 2006 and 2020.

We are pleased to report that in 2025 there are
mature trees still alive and they are recovering from
the 2020 fire.

Puzzlingly, we only found one senescent tree,
and interestingly, its fire scar was minimal. The
epicormic growth evident on photos posted online
in 2022 had gone and now the crowns were once
again joining to form a closed canopy.

The current fireweeds, such as acacia, were different
to the grassy understory of our memory. However,
in time the succession cycle may continue. It largely
depends on the frequency of future wildfires.

Two highlights during the descent from Perrys
Lookdown were the sighting of Rock Warblers and
mouse-sized ground mammals. Rock Warblers are
the only endemic NSW bird. They were inquisitive
and so nonchalant about our presence. One just
hopped straight past us, up the stairs that we were
going down.

O3 8

The small ground mammals were possibly
antechinus. They were busy feeding in runways
under the leaf litter, unusual for a nocturnal species.

" A 7‘, ¥ .

John Stein
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Rare visitors

There have been two rare avian visitors tot he ACT
in recent months.

In early May a local reported seeing a Striped
Honeyeater in a conservation area she is managing
in Higgins. The next day half of Canberra visited
the sight and found the bird but annoyingly, while
the site is only a 10 minute walk from home, I was
committed to an event at The Pinnacle.

When I visited the next day I couldn’t find the bird
and assumed it had moved on, however a further
sighting reported it had moved up to the nearby
playground where I found it a few days later.

Surprisingly it hung around for several weeks and
may in fact still be around. A few weeks later,
Tracey, who first spotted the bird, reported it in her
front yard near another conservation patch she is
looking after.

While this was the first sighting posted on Canberra
Nature Map for this bird, a COG member told me

that it had previously been reported in Canberra in
1995.

More recently, there has been another rare avian
visitor. A Little Wattlebird has been consistently
reported from the Banksia Garden at the Australian
Nation Botanic Gardens.

It took me a while before I was free to make the
visit myself but managed this just last week and it
didn’t take me long to locate it.

It too has been hanging around for a week or so and
who knows when it will leave.

Again, this is the first posting of this spcies on
Canberra Nature Map and is most commonly found
down at the coast.

Alison Milton

is also highly prized.

along to donate as raffle prizes.

Raffle prizes

The monthly raffle is our is our only fund-raising event and is funded through members’ generous
donations, mostly consisting of items no longer needed or wanted at home. Fresh garden produce

Please go through your cupboards for all those little items you no longer use or want and bring them
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Activities

Activities
Sunday 29 June, 10 am - Googong Foreshores (Southern End)

Explore the limestone country at the southern end of Googong Foreshores! Over 165 bird species have
been recorded at Googong, so who knows what might turn up? Meet at London Bridge Arch carpark.
We will walk a loop track with some hill sections for 2—3 hours approx, in the vicinity of Burra Creek.
We’ll pass through old-growth woodland to London Bridge Arch, a limestone cave through which the
creek flows, then back via a historical homestead through the edge of some dry forest and open grassland.
After returning, we’ll drive to the nearby Tin Hut Dam, where there is a bird hide. If you’d like to stay
for lunch, bring a packed lunch that we could have at either the London Bridge woolshed or at Tin Hut
Dam. Please RSVP by email to John (outings@fieldnatsact.com) or by using the website form.

Saturday 26 July, 9:30am — Megafauna at the ANBG

Come and find out about the fascinating life and times of Australian megafauna. After last year’s popular
outing, Bronwyn Saunders has kindly offered to do it again! She has learnt more about some of the
animals and would love to share this information. Meet at the Visitors Centre, Australian National Botanic
Gardens, then hear about megafauna during a leisurely walk around the megafauna display. Coffee after if
you’d like at the Pollen Cafe in the Gardens. This will be a special event for Field Naturalists, following
Bronwyn'’s sessions with ANBG earlier in the month.

Steve Taylor: The Citizen Science of Giant
Eucalypts

At our June meeting Steve Taylor provided a great presentation about giant eucalypts and the citizen
science work helping to record and protect these special trees. You can find the Giant Eucalypts project
on iNaturalist: https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/giant-eucalypts and even if your favourite big tree
doesn’t meet the criteria for listing as a “Giant Eucalypt” it might be an important habitat tree and can

be added to this national project: https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/tree-hollows-and-significant-
habitat-trees-in-australia . Note that you will need to join these projects before adding observations.

NatureMapr users can add their observations to the Big Eucalypts of Canberra sightings,
a complementary collection of the largest individuals of different Eucalypt tree species

(Eucalyptus, Corymbia & Angophora) in Canberra (Big Eucalypts of Canberra sightings - Canberra
& Southern Tablelands).

Surplus hardcopies of newsletters looking for
a new home

Various editions of the Field Natter newsletter dating from 2010 to 2024 are available if anyone would
like them. Some good reading for a wintery day! Or maybe you know of a school or other group who
might be able to use them. Please contact Janet (secretary(@fieldnatsact.com) if you you’d like any
or all of them.

Month | Speaker_ __________JTopic |

3 July Shoshana Rapley Bush stone curlews

7 August Jane Roberts TSRs and aquatic conservation values
4 September Ben Keaney Bogs and Fen in the High Country

2 October Carolyn Larcombe Wandiyali~Environa Wildlife Sanctuary
6 November  Alison Russell-French Migratory shore birds

4 December ? Xmas
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Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra Inc.
A Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra

Who are the Field Naturalists? PO Box 708
The Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra (FNAC) was formed Jamison Centre ACT 2614
in 1981. Our aim is to foster interest in natural history by means
of meetings and regular field outings. Meetings are usually held
on the first Thursday of each month. Outings range from weekend
rambles to long weekends away. Activities are advertised in our
monthly newsletter. We emphasise informality and the enjoyment
of nature. New members are always welcome. If you wish to join
FNAC you would be warmly welcomed.

President: president@fieldnatsact.com

Email: secretary@fieldnatsact.com

Website: www.fieldnatsact.com

Treasurer: treasurer@fieldnatsact.com

Membership: membership@fieldnatsact.com

Newsletter Editor: editor@fieldnatsact.com

Outings Coordinator: outings@fieldnatsact.com

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra

Membership application or renewal

New applications
Please use the membership form page on the web site:

https://fieldnatsact.com/membership

Renewals
Due on 1 July each year (no form needed)
Subscription (Single/Family $25) Donation: S...........

Bank transfer
Account name: Field Nats
BSB: 325 185
Account number: 03545251
Reference: Please include your name

If you are unable to complete new applications through the web site, or use bank transfer for payments, please
contact the Membership Secretary at the email address above, or in writing to the address listed.

Monthly meeting venue: Slatyer Room, R. N. Robertson Building, Biology Place, Australian National University

‘: Gould Building

R Alternate parking
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