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OBJECT: To foster an interest in nature
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OBJECT: To foster an interest in nature

MEETING—Thursday 2 July 2026
7:30 pm Australian National University

Slatyer  Room (up the stairs),  
R. N. Robertson Building, Biology Place, ANU 
details on the back page

Refreshments before 
the meeting. Please 
bring your own cup.

Vol 57 Issue 6 
July 2026
ISSN: 1836-2761

Can artificially carved hollows effectively 
restore habitat for endangered greater gliders?

Speaker: Ana Gracanin
The loss of hollow-bearing trees is a major driver of decline for hollow-dependent fauna, 
yet the effectiveness of artificial hollows remains uncertain. We conducted a pilot study 
in Monga National Park, carving 40 artificial hollows and monitoring their use for two 
years with remote cameras. While some hollows were occupied by a few different 
species, use by the endangered southern greater glider (Petauroides volans) was 
variable and relatively low.

Greater glider and joey in a carved hollow at Monga National Park - Ana Gracanin
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Newsletter contributions
All members are invited and encouraged to 
contribute to the newsletter each month.
If you have an interesting story or photo we would 
love to include it in the newsletter. It doesn’t have 
to be a local story, maybe it’s something you saw 
while travelling or even something sent to you by 
a friend.
Perhaps consider a short write-up of the monthly 
outing. Others may be able to provide the photos 
if you don’t have them.
I’m aiming to select a photo of the month and the 
winner can collect a Caramello Koala at the next 
monthly meeting. Maybe a larger prize for the 
overall photo or story of the year.
I aim to publish the newsletter a week before each 
monthly meeting so I have a prepared a table of 
the deadlines for receiving stories for each month.
Of course, if you miss the deadline, we can hold it 
over for the next month.

S e n d  y o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o :  
editor@fieldnatsact.com

Alison Milton 
Editor

Field Nats online
WebsiteWebsite
The FieldNats website is a useful resource.
It lists the committee members and provides links 
to contact the key people.
The Newsletter page has links to not only the 
current, but most past issues of the newsletter.
Keep up-to-date with upcoming events on the 
calendar among other useful links.
FaceBookFaceBook
Did you know that FieldNats now has a FaceBook 
page?
John and Janet would love to receive a photo or 
two for the FaceBook page. Perhaps an interesting 
sighting or photos from an outing. It doesn’t matter 
if you also send the same photos to the newsletter.
No deadline for these, just anytime you have 
something to share.
Put FaceBook in the subject line and send to 
secretary@fieldnatsact.com

Month Contribution deadline
August Monday 27 July
September Monday 24 August
October Monday 21 September
November Monday 26 October
December Monday 23 November

This could be your photo or story!This could be your photo or story!
Blue banded bee waking up.

Raffle prizes
The monthly raffle is our is our only fund-
raising event and is funded through members’ 
generous donations, mostly consisting of items 
no longer needed or wanted at home. Fresh 
garden produce is also highly prized.
Please go through your cupboards for all those 
little items you no longer use or want and bring 
them along to donate as raffle prizes. 

mailto:editor@fieldnatsact.com
https://fieldnatsact.com/
https://fieldnatsact.com/field-natters/
https://fieldnatsact.com/events/
https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra
https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra
mailto:secretary@fieldnatsact.com
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Committee news– May 2026 meeting
The Committee met on 23 May 2026 and received 
updates on several key initiatives, including:
•	 the establishment of a FNAC Prize for, 

respectively, University of Canberra and 
Canberra Institute of Technology students;

•	 the creation of a FNAC YouTube channel, with 
the first meeting recording now available;

•	 progress on a new membership management 
system, including online payments; and

•	 the introduction of a concession membership 
for full time students

To encourage greater involvement from young 
people, the Committee agreed to establish a FNAC 
Collection on Canberra Nature Map. Members and 
friends will be invited to contribute sightings of 
plants and animals in their natural habitats. Each 
month, one contribution from a young person - or 

someone ‘young at heart’ – will be featured in the 
newsletter.
The Committee also discussed whether FNAC 
should make formal submissions to public inquiries 
and consultation processes. Recognising Committee 
members limited capacity to prepare or review 
submissions and FNAC’s non-advocacy objectives, 
we agreed instead to promote opportunities for 
public comment through the newsletter and 
Facebook page, encouraging members to make 
submissions in a personal capacity.
The 2026 Annual General Meeting will be held on 
5 November 2026. Please save the date.
If you would like further information or wish to 
suggest an agenda item for the next committee 
meeting on Saturday 15 August 2026, please contact 
Janet (secretary@fieldnatsact.com).

Janet Stein

A poem
William Stanley Merwin was an American poet, 
translator, and environmentalist whose career 
spanned over seven decades. Known for his 
unpunctuated, lyrical free verse, he authored more 
than 50 books, twice won the Pulitzer Prize, and 
received the 2005 National Book Award.
U.S. Poet Laureate from 2010–2011, Merwin’s 
work blended myth, nature, and anti-war themes, 
later deeply shaped by Buddhism and his rainforest 
restoration in Maui, Hawaii.
Accessed from Wikipedia 24 June 2026.

Lucy Bastecky

Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos
This morning about 70 Yellow-tailed Black 
Cockatoos flew over our area – visible from our 
backyard – flying in the direction of south to north.
I wasn’t quick enough to get a good photo and 
the flock was spread out, so my photo just shows 
some of them.
Last week, a similar flight occurred, but the birds 
were closer together and it seemed like there was 
about 100 of them.
This was the first time we had seen such a show 
of the birds since we moved to the south in May 
2025.

Charles and I have a special regard for the Yellow-
tailed Black Cockatoo ever since Charles saw a 
television documentary about a patch of land in 
WA that was habitat for a population and it was 
going to be destroyed.
We usually hear their cries and see a small number 
of the birds in the morning and then again in the 
evening.

Lucy Bastecky

https://www.youtube.com/@fieldnatscanberra
mailto:secretary@fieldnatsact.com


Jarramlee Pond outing

On 8 June, John Brickhill and Isobel Crawford 
led a large group of field naturalists to Jarramlee 
Pond, just above Ginninderra Creek, in the suburb 
of Dunlop. It was the morning of a long-weekend 
public holiday Monday, and the weather was not 
wintery at all. It was warm and sunny and calm.

No sooner had we started, than we came across 
some interesting fungi. The mild temperatures 
after a wet finish to autumn were providing good 
conditions for fungus.

However, it was the birds that stole the show. 
There were Eastern Cattle Egrets in the grassland, 
Australasian Swamphens, Dusky Moorhens and 

Hardheads on the water, along with a Little Pied 
Cormorant and a Spoonbill at the pond, and in the 
shrub plantings upstream were many small birds, 
such as Eastern Spinebills and Grey Fantails, but a 
highlight was a large flock of Red-browed Finches 
that included a few Double-barred Finches.

An unusual sighting for that time of year was a pair 
of Crested Pigeons at a nest in a nearby deciduous 
tree. It was presumed they were opportunistic 
breeders that had been triggered by favourable 
weather.

Photo: Dianne Clarke

Photo: Alison Milton

Photo: Kevin McCue

Photo: Alison Milton
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Also, the eagle eyes of young Daniel discovered 
some mystery items that appeared to be snail plugs.

Not forgetting the geology, Rupert pointed out 
some very interesting rocks. Unlike the high-silica 
igneous rocks often found in the ACT, these were 
more mafic. They looked to be in situ rocks, but we 
couldn’t be certain.

After looping back to the opposite side of Jarramlee 
Pond, we had morning tea at a picnic table near the 
shore.
We also learnt a bit about the adjacent Jarramlee-
West MacGregor Grasslands Nature Reserve 
from David. It had been set aside as an off-set 
area for urban development at West MacGregor 
and Ginninderry, but faces a carve-out from an 
extension to Ginninderra Drive that will require 
another off-set.
It was a very enjoyable morning. Thanks so much 
John and Isobel!

John Stein

Caloundra winter getaway
Earlier in June I took a nine day 
bus tour to Caloundra and back 
home.
Part of the tour included a boat 
ride along the Noosa Everglades, 
and in a first for me, we spotted 
a pheasant in a tree off-shore. 
I didn’t even know we had 

pheasants in Australia, so very 
exciting. Besides the pheasant, 
we also found a Koala in the 
trees on the shore. We had visited 
the Koala Sanctuary at Port 
Macquarie, but this one was not 
a captured Koala.

At the jetty at Harry’s Hut, I was 
lucky to find a pair of Tawny 
Frogmouths sitting above each 
other in a tree.

Continued on page 6
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On our way home, we stopped for lunch at the 
Crystal Castle high up in the hinterland of Byron 
Bay. Our coach driver was stoked to find a Whip 
snake peering out of a crevice in a rock wall.
There were of course many other birds and a few 
insects, but these were the highlights.

Alison Milton

Continued from previous page
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Galahs re-sizing a nesting box to suit themselves
The story is that Charles and I got our arborist to 
install a nesting box in a eucalypt in front of our 
home. About two weeks later, a pair of galahs 
came and started enlarging the entrance hole. The 
box, which Charles and I bought from Hollow 
Log Homes in Queensland, was sized for Crimson 
Rosellas. Hence, the galahs, being bigger birds, set 
to work on enlarging the hole.
Their persistent work went on from March to late 
May this year. We haven’t seen the birds here since 
24 May. You can see from some of the photos the 
physical effort the galah is applying to remove the 
marine ply. We do not know if one bird did all the 
work or if they shared it. However, the other galah 
was always in the tree by the galah that was working 
on the nesting box.
During the day, the birds would arrive, work on the 
nesting box, then fly away, then return again and 
continue and fly off again as the day ended.
We hope that in spring, the pair of galahs will use 
it to raise chicks.
It was a delight and quite a powerful experience to 
see the determination and physical effort the galah 
/ galahs applied to enlarging the hole. It was great 
to see when at last they could get in, which they 
did for a time, especially when it got cold towards 
the end of May.
Update: 25 June. They are back this morning, 
their calls got my attention!
I have been watching one of them tear off little 
branchlets from the tree and push them into the 
nest box! 

Lucy Bastecky



Activities
Monday 6 July: CMAG display of Peacock Spider art

Meet at the Canberra Museum and Gallery, Civic Square, London Circuit, at 2 pm. Stuart Harris will 
lead a viewing of Spiders of Paradise by Maria Fernanda Cardoso, and discuss the species behind the 
artworks. It will be an outing with a difference, perfect for a cold day. There is also an on-site café.
Please RSVP to John on the webform.

Friday 10 July: Spotlighting at Tallaganda
Meet in front of the R.N. Robertson Building, ANU at 5:30 pm. Return at 10:30 pm approx.
Ana Gracanin will lead a guided spotlight walking tour (guaranteed to see Greater Gliders), that will 
involve walking for about 2 km on fire trails. She will also bring UV torches to search for glowing 
invertebrates and fungi. Ana will drive us to the site in a mini-bus, but please note that places are 
strictly limited and there will be a charge of $50 per head to cover vehicle hire, fuel and a donation 
to Greater Glider conservation research. Please RSVP to John on the webform.

Insurance: Please note that FNAC does not provide Personal Accident Insurance for members participating 
in outings or other activities. We encourage all participants to ensure they have appropriate Ambulance 
Cover in case of an accident or sudden serious illness requiring urgent evacuation.

Month Speaker Topic
6 August Bruno de Oliveira Ferronato Turtles in Ginninderra Catchment
3 September Jaylen Nicholson Impact of extreme drought in the Red Centre 
1 October Darren le Roux Relocating trees for habitat (TBC) 
5 November Rainer Rehwinkel Flora and fauna in the south of France & AGM 
3 December Christmas party
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Excerpt from a novel
Anthony Doerr

“Doesn’t look like much. does he?” mummers 
Frederick. Hardly a couple of ounces of feather 
and bones. But that bird can fly to Africa and back. 
Powered by bugs and worms and desire.”
The Wagtail hops from twigs to twig. Werner rubs 

his aching eyes.
It’s just a bird
“Ten thousand years ago,” whispers Frederick,“ 

they came through here in the millions. When this 
place was a garden, one endless garden from end 
to end.

This poem contains a sentence that I can’t forget.  
I thought it might also strike a chord with other 
field naturalists.
… When this place was a garden, one endless 
garden from end to end. …
For context, the passage occurs when the character 
Frederick speaks to Werner, who visits him in his 
mother’s home.  Frederick and Werner served 
together in Germany in WWII.
However, Frederick has a gentle nature and was 
brutally bullied and beaten. He is confined to 
his mother’s home as he can no longer care for 
himself.
Werner cared about Frederick but could not really 
understand him, but has a degree of empathy 
shown by his decision to visit him after the war 
has ended. They are both still young men.

Lucy Bastecky

https://fieldnatsact.com/event/july-outing-cmag-civic/
https://fieldnatsact.com/event/july-outing-spotlighting-at-tallaganda-n-p/


Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra Inc.

Monthly meeting venue:  Slatyer Room, R. N. Robertson Building, Biology Place, Australian National University

Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra Inc.

Who are the Field Naturalists?
The Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra (FNAC) was formed 
in 1981. Our aim is to foster interest in natural history by means 
of meetings and regular field outings. Meetings are usually held 
on the first Thursday of each month. Outings range from weekend 
rambles to long weekends away. Activities are advertised in our 
monthly newsletter. We emphasise informality and the enjoyment 
of nature. New members are always welcome. If you wish to join 
FNAC you would be warmly welcomed.

President: president@fieldnatsact.com
Email: secretary@fieldnatsact.com
Website: www.fieldnatsact.com
Treasurer: treasurer@fieldnatsact.com
Membership: membership@fieldnatsact.com
Newsletter Editor: editor@fieldnatsact.com
Outings Coordinator: outings@fieldnatsact.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra

Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra
PO Box 708
Jamison Centre  ACT  2614

Membership application or renewal

New applications
Please use the membership form page on the web site:

https://fieldnatsact.com/membership

Renewals
Due on 1 July each year (no form needed)

Subscription: Single/Family: $25 or Full time student: $10

Bank transfer
Account name: Field Naturalists Assoc of Canberra Inc
BSB: 325 185
Account number: 03545251
Reference: Please include your name

If you are unable to complete new applications through the web site, or use bank transfer for payments, please 
contact the Membership Secretary at the email address above, or in writing to the address listed.

mailto:outings@fieldnatsact.com
https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra
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