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OBJECT: To foster an interest in nature
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OBJECT: To foster an interest in nature

MEETING—Thursday 5 June 2025
7:30 pm Australian National University

Slatyer  Room (up the stairs),  
R. N. Robertson Building, Biology Place, ANU 
details on the back page

Refreshments before 
the meeting. Please 
bring your own cup.

Vol 56 Issue 5 
June 2025
ISSN: 1836-2761

The citizen science of giant eucalypts
Speaker: Steve Taylor

There is a nationwide project on iNaturalistAU hosted by the ALA, concerning 
giant Eucalypts and their conservation. It builds on observations and research 
from similar work in the past. It looks at the history of the citizen science of 
giant Eucalypts, dating back before apps like iNaturalistAU and Canberra 
NatutreMapr were available (and before the term citizen science was used). 
Also discussed is what can be achieved with the Giant Eucalypts project, and 
how Field Naturalists can become involved.



Gecko sightings, few and far apart

In Port Moresby, Rabaul and Panguna Papua 
New Guinea geckos were ever present, barking 

at you from the walls and ceilings as they hunted 
mosquitos and cockroaches. So common were 
they I didn’t bother photographing them. But 
back here in Canberra whilst working on a reprint 
of the NPA’s Reptiles & Frogs of the ACT book 
by Ross Bennett I discovered they existed here. 
In more than 55 years living in Australia I had 
never encountered one, not until 2012 and not in 
Canberra but an outer suburb of Brisbane. Seeing 
is believing and I had to wait till 2021 for my first 
observations in the ACT and then there were six: 
in Florey, Curtin, Aranda and Gowrie.
Was it just my poor observational skills all these 
years or are there more geckos about? Other 
members may like to report their gecko sightings 
in Canberra suburbs. My first in Brisbane was 
probably the most important, Oedura tryoni a rare 
Spotted Velvet Gecko but I was over the moon 
to spot a gecko in our front yard in Aranda in 
February, a Christinus marmoratus or Southern 
Marbled Gecko. I wondered if this had come with 
a load of wood or building materials but in May 
I discovered another in our back yard this one 
hiding in a Red-backed spider web in one of the 
near-ground ventilators.
The photos are of the different geckos I am 
privileged to seen and I hope there will be more.

Page 2 – Field Natter    June 2025 

Article

Newsletter contributions
All members are invited and encouraged to 
contribute to the newsletter each month.
If you have an interesting story or photo we would 
love to include it in the newsletter. It doesn’t have 
to be a local story, maybe it’s something you saw 
while travelling or even something sent to you by 
a friend.
Perhaps consider a short write-up of the monthly 
outing. Others may be able to provide the photos 
if you don’t have them.
I’m aiming to select a photo of the month and the 
winner can collect a Caramello Koala at the next 
monthly meeting. Maybe a larger prize for the 
overall photo or story of the year.
I aim to publish the newsletter a week before each 
monthly meeting so I have a prepared a table of 
the deadlines for receiving stories for each month.
Of course, if you miss the deadline, we can hold it 
over for the next month.

S e n d  y o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o :  
editor@fieldnatsact.com

Alison Milton 
Editor

Field Nats online
Website
The FieldNats website is a useful resource.
It lists the committee members and provides links 
to contact the key people.
The Newsletter page has links to not only the 
current, but most past issues of the newsletter.
Keep up-to-date with upcoming events on the 
calendar among other useful links.
FaceBook
Did you know that FieldNats now has a FaceBook 
page?
John and Janet would love to receive a photo or 
two for the FaceBook page. Perhaps an interesting 
sighting or photos from an outing. It doesn’t matter 
if you also send the same photos to the newsletter.
No deadline for these, just anytime you have 
something to share.
Put FaceBook in the subject line and send to 
secretary@fieldnatsact.com

Month Contribution deadline
July Monday 30 June
August Monday 28 July
September Monday 25 August
October Monday 29 September
November Monday 27 October
December Monday 24 November

This could be your photo or story!
Blue banded bee waking up.

mailto:editor@fieldnatsact.com
https://fieldnatsact.com/
https://fieldnatsact.com/field-natters/
https://fieldnatsact.com/events/
https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra
https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra
mailto:secretary@fieldnatsact.com


This sighting brings to six the number of reptile 
species we have seen on our suburban block; 
Tiliqua scincoides or Eastern Blue-tongue, 
Pogona barbata or Eastern Bearded Dragon, 
Lampropholis guichenoti or Common Garden 
Skink, Lampropholis delicata or Delicate Skink 
and Hemiergis talbingoensis or Eastern Three-toed 
Earless Skink.
How rich we are to live in the Bush Capital.

Kevin McCue
Editor’s comment

Unlike Kevin I have had numerous sightings of 
the Marbled Gecko in Canberra, having posted 
34 sightings on Canberra Nature Map.
Growing up in Brisbane we had many Eastern 
Bearded Dragons in our and our grandmother’s 
backyards. We even named them. I still remember 
the large adult, George, but don’t remember the 
names of the others. We happily caught, held and 
released the young ones.

Still in Brisbane, my sister has many geckoes 
around at night. Unfortunately, these are all the 
Asian House Gecko; an introduced species not 
native to Australia and thought to be threatening 
our local natives.
In Canberra I’m lucky enough to have the native 
Southern Marbled Gecko. While I had occasionally seen 
a gecko on a window at night it wasn’t until I started 
reporting on Canberra Nature Map that I noticed them 
more often and began photographing them.
In 2012 I found I had a family living in the Banksia 
Rose growing on the railing of my back porch, 
perhaps attracted by the abundance of Banded Sugar 
Ants in the Banksia Rose. There were adults and 
tiny babies sometimes with six or more hiding in 
the foliage at night.
Since then I have found them under the bark of 
Eucalyptus trees, in the bottom of stacked plant 
pots around home and once even found a young 
one inside stuck to a moth trap I had set due 
to an infestation of carpet moths. With a lot of 
effort (I only learned later the best way to free it) 
I managed to extricate it from the trap but it resulted 
in a few toes still being stuck together or missing. 
However, this meant that I was able to identify it 
and was pleased to see that it survived.
In 2019 I had to remove the Banksia Rose to build 
my back deck and I hoped that this wouldn’t mean 
the lose of my geckoes, but I’m pleased to say that 
they have remained, though I don’t see them quite 
as often.
For the past two years I was very surprised that I had 
very young babies living in the windowsill of my 
laundry that were there all throughout winter when 
I thought they should have been in hibernation. If I 
timed it correctly, I could turn on the outside light 
and catch them emerging for their nightly forage.
Earlier this year taking my dogs out for their 
morning outing I found a young Gecko covered in 
ants. It was still alive and I managed to rescue it, 
find somewhere to enclose it, before taking it home 
to release on the back deck. Hopefully it managed 
to integrate with my resident family.
Kevin has invited other members to share their 
gecko sightings so I hope we will have some more 
stories to report.

Alison Milton

Three-toed Skink

Southern Marbled Gecko

Asian House Gecko

Spotted Velvet Gecko
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 Strathnairn outing – The Woodland Walk at Gininderry
On 16 May, on an unseasonably mild mid-May 
morning, a group of Field Naturalists explored 
the new Woodland Walk at Strathnairn. This is 
part of the Ginnindery track network that in recent 
times has greatly been expanded through the 
Murrumbidgee Corridor. The track we followed 
loops through eucalypt plantings from the 1990s. 
Now, after 25  years, a woodland structure has 
developed.

At the halfway point, there is a lookout with great 
vistas of the Murrumbidgee River and beyond. 
Upstream were the steep cypress-clad slopes below 
Shepherds Lookout, while the downstream direction 
was toward the Ginninderra Creek confluence. On 
the neighbouring ridge to our north, the new housing 
development could be seen meeting the top of the 
spurs and gullies leading to the river below.

The weather was not only mild, but also very calm. 
It was ideal for hearing bird calls, and during the 
morning we came across 25 species. A highlight for 
us was seeing a flock of Superb Parrots. We were 
first alerted by their calls, then found them perched 
in the eucalypt canopy along a creek line.

Several Eastern Grey Kangaroos were seen during 
the walk, as were cattle on the track. We skirted 
around the cows, worrying about the environmental 
damage they were causing with grazing pressure on 
native species, erosion and increased soil nutrients, 
but a positive observation was the partial fencing 
of some farm dams to limit cattle damage at the 
water’s edge.
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The cows were right in the middle of the track and not 
inclined to move

Australian Magpie
Australian Magpie Lark
Australian Raven
Brown Thornbill
Common Starling
Crimson Rosella
Eastern Rosella
Galah
Golden Whistler
Grey Butcherbird
House Sparrow
Kookaburra
Pied Currawong

Red Wattlebird
Red-rumped Parrot
Satin Bowerbird
Spotted Pardalote
Striated Pardalote
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Superb Fairywren
Superb Parrot
Weebill
White-eared Honeyeater
Willie Wagtail
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
Yellow-rumped Thornbill

It was too late in the season for much insect activity, 
but we did notice many Swift Moth casings along 
the track.

After a very enjoyable 2 hours we headed to that 
wonderful social enterprise, the Stepping Stone 
Café, for a very enjoyable lunch.

Bird list

John Stein

Libby Robin: Restoring Ecological 
and Social Connections

Our guest speaker in May, Libby Robin, 
shared insights from her forthcoming 

book about restoration ecology and the future 
of conservation. She began with a fascinating 
history of conservation and land management, the 
shift from concepts of wilderness and protecting 
pristine examples of nature, to working with 
the reality of the modern Anthropocene world, 
including the role of field naturalists. In the face 
of ongoing environmental destruction, Libby 
offered a message of hope. She envisioned a 
future where human needs were met without 
harming other forms of life through the example 
of the Gondwana Link project.
Gondwana Link brings together a network of large 
non-government organisations and small local 
natural history groups to rebuild ecological and 
social connectivity across a vast area of Western 
Australia south of the wheat belt. It draws on both 
science and the humanities and the important work 
of Traditional Owners including through music, 
dance, museum exhibitions and films.
Libby particularly recommended the film The Stars 
Descend, Annette Carmichael’s project that danced 
across Gondwana Link from Margaret River to 
Kalgoorlie in 2023 to celebrate the collective 
efforts of land care groups. You can watch the 
film on You Tube (Creative Actions for Climate 
Hope - The Stars Descend).
If you would like to learn more contact Janet 
(secretary@fieldnatsact.com) for a copy of Libby’s 
talk
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Elusive Bush Pea lives up to its name for 
86 years

The elusive bush pea, a critically endangered plant 
known only from specimens collected in 1938, has 
been rediscovered in the Upper Nepean catchment, 
west of Wollongong.
Ecologist Robert T. Miller spotted the elusive bush 
pea flowering in the swamps around the Upper 
Nepean State Conservation Area during field work 
for the NSW Government’s Saving our Species 
program.
Subsequent targeted searches coordinated by 
the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service 
successfully located more plants, extending the 
known population to over 200 individual plants. 
This is the only place on earth the plant is known 
to exist.
Seed and tissue samples were collected to create 
vital insurance for this species.
Future efforts will focus on understanding and 
protecting this rare plant, including germinating 
seeds to add to the living collection at the Australian 
Botanic Gardens Mount Annan.
The elusive bush pea (Pultenaea elusa) is a small, 
straggling shrub with branches up to 50 cm, sparse 
thin straight leaves, and yellow to orange pea 
flowers. It is easily overlooked amongst its grassy 
swamp-side habitat, particularly when not in flower.

This rediscovery is significant as it represents the 
first recorded sighting since the original specimens 
were collected by botanist W.F. Blakely in 1938, 
less than 50 km away from the latest find.

Stored seeds will also support further seed ecology 
studies to help delivering in-situ management 
actions for the wild population.
The rediscovered plants also highlight the importance 
of protecting areas like State Conservation Areas 
which provide opportunity for species to persist.
Pultenaea elusa is listed as critically endangered 
in NSW under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 
2016 and endangered under the Commonwealth 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999.
The Upper Nepean State Conservation Area is 
within the Sydney Catchment Authority Special 
Area and is closed to public access to protect the 
area.
Quote attributed to ecologist Robert T. Miller:
“When I discerned a Pultenaea species I had not 
seen before, I said, ‘I think we have hit the jackpot!’
“This is a great example of the valuable collaborative 
work undertaken by the Saving our Species team, 
NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service and the 
Botanic Gardens of Sydney.”

NSW Environment and Heritage, 22 May 2025



Activities
29 June; 10:00 am: Googong foreshores

There have been over 165 bird species observed at Googong. Waterbirds congregate along the shores, 
and there are also many terrestrial birds.
Come and explore the limestone country at the southern end.
Details TBA on the FNAC website https://fieldnatsact.com/events/

Month Speaker Topic
5 June Steve Taylor Giant Eucalypts
3 July Shoshana Rapley Bush stone curlews
7 August Jane Roberts TSRs and aquatic conservation values
4 September Ben Keaney Bogs and Fen in the High Country
2 October Carolyn Larcombe Wandiyali~Environa Wildlife Sanctuary
6 November Alison Russell-French Migratory shore birds
4 December ? Xmas

Field Naturalists Association 
of Canberra Prize 2024

We are very pleased to announce that 
Ella  Wishart has been awarded the Field 

Naturalists Association of Canberra Prize for 
2024. Ella achieved the highest aggregate mark 
from four eligible courses in biology and ecology 
at the ANU. She is in the final, Honours year of 
a Bachelor of Science (Evolution, Ecology and 
Organismal Biology)/Bachelor of Environment 
and Sustainability (Quantitative Environmental 
Modelling) course.
Ella was also a member of the local field naturalists 
group in her hometown of Tenterfield, so was very 
pleased to discover the Canberra group and happily 
accepted the offer of FNAC membership that came 
with her prize. Congratulations, Ella!

Membership 
renewal

Members are reminded that membership 
renewals are due on 1 July. Please renew 
by bank transfer if possible, remembering 
to include your name in the reference / 
description field.
Details for renewal are on the back page of 
the newsletter.
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Raffle prizes
The monthly raffle is our is our only fund-raising event and is funded through members’ generous 
donations, mostly consisting of items no longer needed or wanted at home. Fresh garden produce 
is also highly prized.
Please go through your cupboards for all those little items you no longer use or want and bring them 
along to donate as raffle prizes. 

https://fieldnatsact.com/events/


Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra Inc.
Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra
PO Box 708
Jamison Centre  ACT  2614

Monthly meeting venue:  Slatyer Room, R. N. Robertson Building, Biology Place, Australian National University

Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra Inc.

Membership application or renewal

New applications
Please use the membership form page on the web site:

https://fieldnatsact.com/membership

Renewals
Due on 1 July each year (no form needed)

Subscription (Single/Family $25)   Donation:  $...........

Bank transfer
Account name: Field Nats
BSB: 325 185
Account number: 03545251
Reference: Please include your name

Who are the Field Naturalists?
The Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra (FNAC) was formed 
in 1981. Our aim is to foster interest in natural history by means 
of meetings and regular field outings. Meetings are usually held 
on the first Thursday of each month. Outings range from weekend 
rambles to long weekends away. Activities are advertised in our 
monthly newsletter. We emphasise informality and the enjoyment 
of nature. New members are always welcome. If you wish to join 
FNAC you would be warmly welcomed.

President: president@fieldnatsact.com
Email: secretary@fieldnatsact.com
Website: www.fieldnatsact.com
Treasurer: treasurer@fieldnatsact.com
Membership: membership@fieldnatsact.com
Newsletter Editor: editor@fieldnatsact.com
Outings Coordinator: outings@fieldnatsact.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra

If you are unable to complete new applications through the web site, or use bank transfer for payments, please
contact the Membership Secretary at the email address above, or in writing to the address listed.

mailto:outings@fieldnatsact.com
https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra
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