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Tuggeranong Lignum
Speaker: Peter Bredell and Emma Cook

Peter and Emma will talk about Tuggeranong Lignum (Muehlenbeckia tuggeranong), an

o < endangered dioecious shrub restricted to a 1 km stretch of the ACT Murrumbidgee
,‘3 © River corridor, where only male plants persist across four sites, leaving no capacity for
" natural reproduction in the wild. Since the 1990s, the ANBG and the ACT Government
o+ have partnered to develop an ex-situ collection containing both sexes and nearly all
m O known genetic diversity, leading to the first recorded seed production in 2022 and
o < ongoing successful germination. Initial analyses of these new plant generations show
o W increased genetic variation and traits suggesting improved fitness, supporting ongoing

E research and plans to establish a seed production area for future reintroductions.
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Newsletter contributions

All members are invited and encouraged to
contribute to the newsletter each month.

If you have an interesting story or photo we would
love to include it in the newsletter. It doesn’t have
to be a local story, maybe it’s something you saw
while travelling or even something sent to you by
a friend.

Perhaps consider a short write-up of the monthly
outing. Others may be able to provide the photos
if you don’t have them.

I’m aiming to select a photo of the month and the
winner can collect a Caramello Koala at the next
monthly meeting. Maybe a larger prize for the
overall photo or story of the year.

I aim to publish the newsletter a week before each
monthly meeting so I have a prepared a table of
the deadlines for receiving stories for each month.

Of course, if you miss the deadline, we can hold it
over for the next month.

Month Contribution deadline
June Monday 25 May

July Monday 22 June
August Monday 27 July
September Monday 24 August
October Monday 21 September
November Monday 26 October
December Monday 23 November

Send your <contributions to:
editor@fieldnatsact.com

Alison Milton
Editor

This could be your photo or story!
Blue banded bee waking up.
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Field Nats online
Website

The FieldNats website is a useful resource.

It lists the committee members and provides links
to contact the key people.

The Newsletter page has links to not only the
current, but most past issues of the newsletter.

Keep up-to-date with upcoming events on the
calendar among other useful links.

FaceBook

Did you know that FieldNats now has a FaceBook
page?

John and Janet would love to receive a photo or
two for the FaceBook page. Perhaps an interesting
sighting or photos from an outing. It doesn’t matter
if you also send the same photos to the newsletter.

No deadline for these, just anytime you have
something to share.

Put FaceBook in the subject line and send to
secretary@fieldnatsact.com

Raffle prizes

The monthly raffle is our is our only fund-
raising event and is funded through members’
generous donations, mostly consisting of items
no longer needed or wanted at home. Fresh
garden produce is also highly prized.

Please go through your cupboards for all those
little items you no longer use or want and bring
them along to donate as raffle prizes.



mailto:editor@fieldnatsact.com
https://fieldnatsact.com/
https://fieldnatsact.com/field-natters/
https://fieldnatsact.com/events/
https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra
https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra
mailto:secretary@fieldnatsact.com

Notice

Vale Jean Geue

In case you haven’t heard this sad news from other
sources, Jean Geue passed away on 14 May 2026.

Jean was a very active member of the local Native
Plants Society for many years. She regularly
attended their meetings and was often seen around
the Botanic Gardens. Jean had simultaneously
been an active member of the Field Naturalists
and many other conservation organisations. She
also religiously volunteered at the annual park care
information stall at Jamison, dedicating an entire
weekend to provide information and advice to
promote, particularly, her favourite patch, Aranda

Bushland Reserve, but also Black Mountain and
other local reserves.

Jean contributed to the Friends of Aranda Bushland’s
pioneering Field Guide, Our Patch and was integral
to the success of the Black Mountain Wildflower
Walks introducing scores of everyday people to
spring wildflowers and later lead the Chippendale
walks as well as writing self-guided walks for
individuals exploring Black Mountain’s trails.

She spent hours at the Belconnen Green Waste site
explaining about weeds and offering free native
plants in exchange during the twice-yearly Weed
Swap team’s initiative.

Jean loved wearing bright colours especially pink,
purple and green shades, which went well with
her blond, braided hair. We understand she had a
large, impressive wardrobe at home. Jean used to
take many photos of members and flowers on group
walks. The photographs Jean took were ‘way ahead
of their time’, accurately and beautifully revealing
the diversity of local species..., especially when
they were encountered on walks in the region’s
natural areas or the Aranda bushland.

Jean moved into care a few years ago.

She was very passionate about conservation and
contributed a great deal to this cause. She will be
sorely missed.

Rosemary Blemings

Jean's farewell

Sadly, this newsletter did not go out in time to give
details of Jean’s final farewell but I did meet a few
members from Field Nats and other organisations
with which Jean was a member.

The service was appropriately held in the Margaret
Whitlam Pavilion at the arboretum with views over
the lake and the bushland on Black Mountain, which
Jean would no doubt have approved.

It was a lovely service with words of her life history
from her younger sister Susan and her niece Naomi
created a wonderful pictorial history of her life
from the many thousand of photos that they had
found in Jean’s house, many of which were taken
by Jean herself.

In keeping with her strong beliefs in conservation
they had chosen a wicker basket coffin, which oddly
enough was the second funeral I had attended this
year with a wicker basket coffin. This one however,
in keeping with Jean’s love of wearing bright
colours had a green thread right through the middle.

The service concluded with light refreshments of
sandwiches. It was noted by some attendees that

this was the first funeral they had attended where
there were no white bread sandwiches.

Jean liked her glass of wine so we were also
encouraged to take a glass of wine to drink a toast to
this remarkable woman who pioneered many paths
for women in the workforce, digital recordings for
library recording systems and of course her passion
for conservation and propagating Australian native
plants and her photography.

I learned so much more about her at this service
and her remarkable journey and achievements. She
was in deed a very remarkable woman. She lived
a great life and left an imprint on her passion for
conservation and native plants especially in the
areas of Black Mountain and the Aranda Nature
Reserve, which was almost literally on her back
door.

Being so close to the reserve she had numerous local
birds visiting to her great delight, some of whom
were regular visitors that she could hand feed a
small handful of seeds.

Alison Milton
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ANU campus excursion

On Saturday 16 May, more than a dozen field
naturalists gathered outside the National Museum.
The weather was perfect for a leisurely morning
wander around the grounds of ANU. We followed
a track that passed by plantings of Blue Gum
(Eucalyptus globulus) and a sweeping line of Brittle
Gums (E. mannifera), probably marking the edge
of an old track or road.

The plantings then began to merge with remnant
woodland and grassland. Here we found old-
growth Apple Box (E. bridgesiana), Yellow
Box (E. melliodora) and Blakelys Red Gum
(E. blakelyi). Along the way, we came across
various art works too.

We paused at an old lookout with lake views, then
continued up the hill to Old Canberra House. This
area is now a quiet backwater of the ANU campus,
but once the grand old building was a centre of
activity. It was built in 1913 as the residence of
the first administrator of the Australian Capital
Territory, and from 1932 was the official High
Commission of the UK for 20 years.
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Guarding the old gateway were two Ceders of
Lebanon (Cedrus libani), planted in 1914.

Scratch marks were found on a tree trunk, thought to
be from possums, and we saw some hardy Meadow
Argus butterflies.

Photo: Stuart Harris

The sound track to our walk was a beautiful Grey
Butcherbird chorus. Superb Parrots that are often
seen in the area were absent, but many other parrot
species were there.

Photo: Stuart Harris

Participants enjoyed a relaxing morning, and
continued chatting at the Museum café afterwards.

Worryingly, we found an extensive infestation of
Khaki weed (Alternanthera pungens) on the lawns
surrounding the Museum car park. It was seeding
and is easily spread.

John Stein



Activities

Activities

Monday 8 June: (public holiday): Exploring Jarramlee Pond and surrounds
Meet at Cotter Place, MacGregor at 10 am. We will walk about 200 m to Jarramlee pond along a bike
/ walking path, then around the southern and western edges of Jarramlee pond looking for waterbirds,
and then into its plantings around the pond margins. We will continue further up the green corridor,
possibly as far as Ginninderra Drive, where there are woodland remnants, then return. BY O morning
tea at a picnic table along the way. Allow up to 2 hours. Leader: John Brickhill. Please RSVP to John
Stein on the web form.

July date TBA: CMAG Peacock Spider art exhibition in Civic with Stuart Harris
Further details on this outing will follow on the FNAC website and by email.
Please contact John Stein if you’d like to lead a future outing anywhere or if you have suggestions
for an outing.

Insurance: Please note that FNAC does not provide Personal Accident Insurance for members
participating in outings or other activities. We encourage all participants to ensure they have appropriate
Ambulance Cover in case of an accident or sudden serious illness requiring urgent evacuation.

Vale Tony Lawson
1945 - 2026

Tony passed away on 14 April 2026. He was one of the earliest members of Field Naturalists, having
joined in 1981. In his working life he was an economist.

Being immersed in and observing the natural world was a huge part of his life and his family’s life.

Tony was a valued FNAC committee member for several years, a longtime member of Canberra Birds
(COQG) and the Southern Tablelands Ecosystems Park (STEP).

As a volunteer guide at the Australian National Botanic Gardens and the Arboretum he shared his
observations of and enthusiasm for Australia’s native birds, flora and landscapes with countless visitors,
increasing their connection to the natural world. Thank you Tony.

Rosemary Blemings

Tony Lawson was a member of at least three groups I joined when I first moved here. Unfortunately, |
never met him. My only direct knowledge of him comes from the Covid lockdowns and the contributions
he made to the emails of the ANBG Guides group. Our Convenor found ways to keep us connected
through those difficult periods and Tony’s contribution was a series of Fact Sheets. Fascinating, very
well written insights into an incredible range of topics. The memories I’ve read from members of the
other groups add to my feeling from that time - [ would really have liked to have met him.

Robyn Black

Membership renewal

Members are reminded that membership renewals are due on 1 July. Please renew by bank transfer if
possible, remembering to include your name in the reference /description field. Renewal details are on
the back page of the newsletter.

Please note that new members who joined after 1 April need not renew until 1 July 2027.
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https://fieldnatsact.com/event/june-outing-jarramlee-pond-dunlop

Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra Inc.
A Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra

Who are the Field Naturalists? PO Box 708
The Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra (FNAC) was formed Jamison Centre ACT 2614
in 1981. Our aim is to foster interest in natural history by means
of meetings and regular field outings. Meetings are usually held
on the first Thursday of each month. Outings range from weekend
rambles to long weekends away. Activities are advertised in our
monthly newsletter. We emphasise informality and the enjoyment
of nature. New members are always welcome. If you wish to join
FNAC you would be warmly welcomed.

President: president@fieldnatsact.com

Email: secretary@fieldnatsact.com

Website: www.fieldnatsact.com

Treasurer: treasurer@fieldnatsact.com

Membership: membership@fieldnatsact.com

Newsletter Editor: editor@fieldnatsact.com

Outings Coordinator: outings@fieldnatsact.com

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra

Membership application or renewal

New applications
Please use the membership form page on the web site:

https://fieldnatsact.com/membership

Renewals
Due on 1 July each year (no form needed)
Subscription: Single/Family: $25 or Full time student: $10

Bank transfer
Account name: Field Naturalists Assoc of Canberra Inc
BSB: 325 185
Account number: 03545251
Reference: Please include your name

If you are unable to complete new applications through the web site, or use bank transfer for payments, please
contact the Membership Secretary at the email address above, or in writing to the address listed.

Monthly meeting venue: Slatyer Room, R. N. Robertson Building, Biology Place, Australian National University

‘: Gould Building

2 S Alternate parking
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