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Exploring local biodiversity with a Malaise trap
Speaker: Donald Hobern

Donald grew up on the east coast of England and has loved nature since he was a
child. After studying Greek and Latin, he became a software programmer and worked

o < for years in Florida and New Zealand before finding a way to merge an interest in
,c\’ © biodiversity with computer science. Between 2002 and 2019, he played leading roles
s O in establishing the Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF, https://www.gbif.org/)
oF and the Atlas of Living Australia (ALA, https://www.ala.org.au/) as well as a number of
m O other international biodiversity and, more recently, agriculture-related data efforts. In his
o < spare time, he has a particular focus on moths and on improving tools to monitor their
o w presence and populations but is expanding his focus to other insect groups, in particular

E parasitic wasps.
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Newsletter contributions

All members are invited and encouraged to
contribute to the newsletter each month.

If you have an interesting story or photo we would
love to include it in the newsletter. It doesn’t have
to be a local story, maybe it’s something you saw
while travelling or even something sent to you by
a friend.

Perhaps consider a short write-up of the monthly
outing. Others may be able to provide the photos
if you don’t have them.

I’m aiming to select a photo of the month and the
winner can collect a Caramello Koala at the next
monthly meeting. Maybe a larger prize for the
overall photo or story of the year.

I aim to publish the newsletter a week before each
monthly meeting so I have a prepared a table of
the deadlines for receiving stories for each month.

Of course, if you miss the deadline, we can hold it
over for the next month.

Month Contribution deadline
April Monday 23 March

May Monday 27 April

June Monday 25 May

July Monday 22 June
August Monday 27 July
September Monday 24 August
October Monday 21 September
November Monday 26 October
December Monday 23 November

Send your contributions to:
editor@fieldnatsact.com

Alison Milton
Editor

This could be your photo or story!
Blue banded bee waking up.
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Field Nats online
Website

The FieldNats website is a useful resource.

It lists the committee members and provides links
to contact the key people.

The Newsletter page has links to not only the
current, but most past issues of the newsletter.

Keep up-to-date with upcoming events on the
calendar among other useful links.

FaceBook

Did you know that FieldNats now has a FaceBook
page?

John and Janet would love to receive a photo or
two for the FaceBook page. Perhaps an interesting
sighting or photos from an outing. It doesn’t matter
if you also send the same photos to the newsletter.

No deadline for these, just anytime you have
something to share.

Put FaceBook in the subject line and send to
secretary@fieldnatsact.com

Raffle prizes

The monthly raffle is our is our only fund-
raising event and is funded through members’
generous donations, mostly consisting of items
no longer needed or wanted at home. Fresh
garden produce is also highly prized.

Please go through your cupboards for all those
little items you no longer use or want and bring
them along to donate as raffle prizes.
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Activities report

Corin Road excursion report

On 15 February, seven Field Nats members met for
an exploratory trip up Corin Road.

Asked to lead a trip at my local Pinnacle Nature
Reserve, I realised that with the lack of rain
everything would be very dry, as would other local
reserves. As Stuart Harris was reporting interesting
jewel beetles from further afield, I asked for his
advice on alternative locations and he suggested
Corin Road with a few recommended stops.

Not really knowing the area I advertised this as an
exploratory trip but was then grateful that Stuart
took me for a recce a couple of weeks before so
that I then had some idea of where to go.

Seven people met at Kambah to car pool in two
cars and we set off.

Our first stop was at a track named Forest BND
Track. Why BND and not Bend is unknown.

I had only just gotten out of the car and looked at
the first Eucalypt when I found a leaf beetle and not
one of the common ones I usually find, though not
uncommon. [ think this is Paropsis porosa.

Meanwhile Lindsay had found a Cadmus litigiosus,
one of my favourite beetles.

Also on the Eucalypts were my not favourite insect,
a tip wilting bug, Amorbus rubiginosus. Only early

instars but not my favourite since they predate on
the larvae of my beloved leaf beetles.

Though late in the season, we did in fact find the
larvae of Paropsisterna cloelia and 1 later found
an adult beetle. I also found a brown button beetle.

To my delight. The Bursaria bush that Stuart and I
had found in flower two weeks previous, was still in
flower as were a few others. On the recce we found
Fiddler beetles attracted to this bush and today we
were not disappointed as there were even more of
these beetles feeding on the flowers, flying off as we
disturbed them. I was excited to even find a jewel
beetle, Castiarina bremei. Interestingly, while there
were other flowering shrubs, this was the only one
that had attracted any beetles.
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There were many birds calling and we saw a small
flock of Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos, though
were not able to get any photos. Sulphur-cresteds
were making their presence known as well and I
found a small group of White-eared Honeyeaters
high up in trees some huge boulders.

Photo: John Stein

There were several Bright Copper butterflies, which
were very co-operative in posing for photos.

Photo: Wendy Shelton

As the group wandered further down a track that
I had not previously explored, we found so many
things of interest that we spent longer here than I
had originally planned.

Gathering everyone together again we proceeded
to what I had planned as our second stop and what
Stuart called Billy Billy Creek (though this does
not come up on Google maps).
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I didn’t recognised the entrance and we ended up
at what was to be our third, and morning tea stop,
at the car park for the Square Rock track walk.

Here we again saw Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos
but whether they were the same ones we’d seen
earlier was not certain.

I’d done the Square Rock walk and the further
extended walk named Smokers Gap to Orroral
many years ago, but at that time this car park had
not existed. It now has a covered shelter, which was
ideal for us to enjoy our morning tea. Signage now
shows the routes of several walks starting from this
point and we walked to the start of one of them.

Photo: John Stein

Here we found an abundance of native Geraniums
being visited by a couple of native bees.

On a tree trunk Elin and Lindsay spotted lovely
caterpillar, most likely that of a Tiger moth.

Photo: Wendy Shelton



The work here is obviously still fairly new as
following the red brick road, the detour towards
Square Rock ends with a drop to the dug out path
still to be fill with red rock.

It was good to see that the rangers are now more
concerned about not introducing pests into the
reserve as at the start of the track there is a station
that instructs you to clean your boots/shoes on the
brushes, then spray your shoes before venturing
onto the track.

Looking at the map I had printed, we were able to
locate the entrance to the Billy Billy Creek stop on
our way back.

This is largely a bog but two weeks previous it was
quite dry, however, Canberra had a large downpour
the previous week so we didn’t venture far.

Photo: John Stein

A puddle in the middle of a track attracted a few
Damsel and Dragonflies. Brown butterflies were
fluttering among the reeds in the bog and were
difficult to photograph.

Other small butterflies were probably the Common
Grass Blue.

Of note however, was a few Wahlenbergia plants
in flower. Wahenbergia is the ACT’s national
flower but many may not know that the actual
species is the alpine species and not the ones found
locally in Canberra. Being at a higher altitude,
this one however, is the actual ACT state flower,
Wahlenbergia gloriosa (Royal Bluebell)

Photo: John Stein

Two weeks prior, Stuart and I found a Rosy
Hyacinth Orchid in flower right by the start to
the track but only the dead stalk was in now in
evidence.

Also, right at the startof the track was a magnificent
old Snow Gum with so many scribbles that it was
worth a photo by John.

o A
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All participants had a great time and all found
things to delight them. They all thanked me for
leading this walk, but I assured them that they
should in fact be thanking Stuart for his suggestion
and for taking me on an unscheduled recce so that
I had at least some idea of where we were going.

It was an adventure for all of us and we all had a
great time.

Elin compiled a bird list for us even though we
were not able to get photos.

Bird list
Brown Thornbill
Gang Gang Cockatoo
Grey Butcher-bird
Grey Fantail
Grey Shrikethrush
Kookaburra
Leaden Flycatcher
Pied Currawong
Red Wattlebird
Spotted Pardalote
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Superb Fairy Wren
White-eared Honeyeater
White-naped Honeyeater
White-throated Tree Creeper
Wood Swallow

Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo
Alison Milton

FNAC Committee
Meeting

The new FNAC Committee will meet on 14 March
2026. Key items on the agenda include a review
of our insurance cover, options for streamlining
our membership management systems, and the
establishment of a new FNAC prize for University
of Canberra students.

If you would like further information or wish to
suggest an item for discussion, please email Janet
at secretary(@fieldnatsact.com.
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Membership renewals

There has been some confusion regarding
membership renewals so to clarify this...

Annual membership fees are due as soon as possible
from 30 June. Instructions are on the back page of
the newsletter. If you’re not sure whether or not
you’ve paid, you can contact Rosemary Blemings,
either directly or via the contacts on the website.

Not all members have renewed yet- and a general
reminder has gone out recently.

This email has caused some confusion among
some of our new members who thought it referred
to them.

So to clarify for our new members.

There is no joining fee. So, what you paid with your
application is your first year’s membership fee,
and you won’t be asked to contribute again until
30 June this year. In fact, members who join after
1 April are not asked to renew until the following
year. (No April fool’s joke there!)

There are a couple of new members who have paid
again as a result of this confusion. They have been
offered the options of a refund or the extension of
their membership until 2027.

I hope this gives clarification about our membership
processes.

We’re looking for standalone software or website
plugins to improve these membership payment
processes, and welcome any suggestions from
members.

Lerida TSR excursion

Friends of Grasslands (FoG) kindly invited Field
Naturalists to a joint outing on Sat 21 February. The
field trip was led by Rainer Rehwinkel to the Lerida
Travelling Stock Reserve, near Collector. Hot
weather was forecast, and it did eventuate as the
day progressed, but we managed to beat the worst
of the heat during a very pleasant morning walk.

The reserve is an intact patch of remnant box-gum
grassy woodland that is in pretty good condition,
though evidence of die-back was visible in some
of the larger trees. The dominant overstorey
species were Apple Box (Eucalyptus bridgesiana),
Yellow Box (E. melliodora), Blakely’s Red Gum
(E. blakelyi), Candlebark (E. rubida ssp. rubida)
and Red Stringybark (E. macrorhyncha ssp.
macrorhyncha). Silver Wattle (Acacia dealbata)
and Blackwood (A. melanoxylon) were common
in the mid-storey.

At the start of the walk, we were able to meet
members of the Goulburn Field Naturalists Society,


mailto:secretary@fieldnatsact.com

who had also been invited. They told us about an
echidna they’d seen earlier, drinking from a dam
in the centre of the reserve.

By the time we reached there, it had gone, but
three species of Dragonfly could be seen in good
numbers. Most prominent was the Blue Skimmer.

Photo: Alison Milton

Several mating pairs of an as yet unidentified
dragonfly and several red ones that are perhaps
Wandering Percher.

Photo: Alison Milton

Alison also found a single fourth Dragonfly.

The dam also attracted backswimmers on the
surface of the water and a few Plague Soldier
Beetles.

The effects of the summer drought could be seen
in the reserve. Drainage lines and soaks had
dried, but there’d obviously been enough recent
rain to maintain water in the dam and to green
things slightly. Macropod scats were present, but
curiously, the grass was fairly high and seeding,
indicating low grazing pressure.

Not many plants were in flower, but we did find
some lovely patches of Lemon Beauty-Heads
(Calocephalus citreus) and quite a few Blue Devils
(Eryngium ovinum), some still coloured fading
purplish-blue, and also the native Small St John’s
Wort (Hypericum gramineum).

A striking caterpillar larvae seen was that of a
Four-spotted Cup Moth. According to Rainer, it’s
an insect to be avoided. It has rows of stinging hairs
along its back, and its flashes of reddish colouration
are likely to act as a warning to any hungry bird
that may be tempted to take one.

Given the warmth, birds weren’t overly active,
yet we still came across many species, including
Spotted Pardalote, Striated Pardalote, Crimson
Rosella, Eastern Rosella, White-throated Gerygone,
Laughing Kookaburra, Sulphur-crested Cockatoo,
Australian Raven, Noisy Miner and White-faced
Heron.

Not to be ignored, on one Eucalypt were three
species of spiders: a web builder, a leaf curling
spider and a long-jawed spider.

Alison also spotted a few grasshoppers and a leaf
hopper.

After the walk, we adjourned to Collector, where
we enjoyed ourselves in a cool local café.

Many thanks Rainer, and many thanks FoG,
especially Margaret Ning, who helped organise
the event.

John Stein
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Bogs and fens field event

This event started at Namadgi Visitors Centre
on 13 December 2025, with two presentations as
background information before we visited a bog
along the Corin Dam Road where on-site talks
continued. ACT government, through the Parks
and Conservation Service (ACT PCS), engaged
the National Parks Association (NPAACT) in 2024
to develop a four-year education program for the
community to acquire knowledge about bogs and
fens as a major initiative to manage threats to High
Country Wetlands.

Nathan Kay, ACT PCS Senior Ranger, Namadgi
National Park, gave an overview of the history,
location and management of ACT bogs and fens,
particularly since the 2020 fires. Further general
information about ACT bogs and fens can be found
in the links at the end of this article.

Kim Pullen, retired CSIRO entomologist and NPA
ACT member, gave an overview of insects that
have specialised adaptations to live in bogs and
fens. This information cannot be easily researched
by the general public and is from Kim’s vast
experience and ongoing interest in insects in the
ACT. He talked about the difficulties of studying
insects and why those that live in these habitats
are so poorly recorded. Enormous diversity, their
small size, inconspicuous appearance and a lack of
entomologists are the main difficulties. The lack of
appeal to the general public as another difficulty
is currently changing due to availability of digital
platforms for reporting sightings for photo IDs.

Kim showed photos of some of these insects
and explained interesting details about their life-
cycles within the layered habitats of ACT bogs
and fens. Underground and water are usually
habitats for larval stages, whereas the soil surface
and vegetation are more typically used by adults.
Feeding behaviour can be grouped into various
guilds; plant tissue (leaves, fruit, flowers, stems),
predators, parasites and nectar feeders.

With handouts listing plants and insects, we headed
out to the much-anticipated bog. Before we entered
the woodland alongside the bog, each of us in turn
stood in a shallow mixture of disinfectant and water
to clean our shoes of unwanted fungus or other
particles that could harm the fragile bog habitat.
This is a practice that needs to be rigidly followed by
everyone to help protect these special ecosystems.

Few of the attendees had visited a bog in early
summer before and we were absolutely delighted
with the bright green, dazzling scene dotted with
flowers before us, as we emerged from the shady
strip of woodland.

March 2026

Nathan Kay & Kim Pullen by Jane Roberts

Many of the white flowers were at the tips of erect
stems, being Epacris breviflora, Drumstick Heath.

Epacris breviflora by Jane Roberts



Others were the fine flowers of Hakea microcarpa,
Small-fruit Hakea. Bright pink were those of
Comosperma retusum, Mountain Milkwort and
rusty-brown flowers were Baloskion australe,
Mountain Cord-rush. Another recognizable plant in
our handout was Baekea utilis, Mountain Baekea,
along the edge of the bog.

Comosperma retusum by Murray Fagg

Below these tall plants were extensive mounds
of bright green Sphagnum, which we had been
advised to avoid walking on. In the muddy patches
between the mounds, we could see large holes
that were the outlets of tunnels used by the largest
invertebrate that lives in such wetlands, Engaeus
cynus, Burrowing Crayfish.

Sphagnum mound by Jane Roberts

It was an overcast day, so not many insects were
seen except for the dainty Neolucia hobartensis,
Montane Heath Butterfly, which were quite
numerous and seen feeding on Epacris breviflora.

It was a privilege to be introduced to the Corin
Bog with a group of enthusiastic people who were
keen to learn. Among us were retired professionals
and amateur experts who generously shared their
knowledge and enthusiasm. More educational
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Mountain Heath by Todd Burrows

events to come will also inspire the general public
to learn how to care for these ancient ecosystems
into the future.

Acknowledgement and thanks must go to our
guest presenters, Nathan Kay and Kim Pullen and
volunteers from NPA ACT, including Kelly Allison
and others who managed the event, including a
delicious lunch back at Namadgi Visitors Centre.

Margaret Strong

Insects from Kim Pullen’s list:
Chryseolarentia chrysocyma, Geometer Moth
Nannophya dalei, Eastern Pygmyfly
Calopompilus affectata, Spider-hunting Wasp
Pictacara crassa, Marsh Beetle
Acripeza reticulata, Mountain Katydid
Eusthensia venosa, Stonefly
Clytocosmus helmsi, Helms’ Crane fly

Further information

High Country Bogs and Associated Fen Ecological
Community Action Plan

Ginini Flats Wetlands Complex Ramsar Site
ACT sphagnum bog rehabilitation and monitoring
plan 2020-31

Conservation effectivness monitoring program

NPA ACT web site

Canberra Nature Map: 20,000 sightings

This is more to fill an empty page than as a boast,
though I am proud of my achievement.

As you are aware, Canberra Nature Map is facing a

I also collected some larvae locally and raised
them to Paropsis variolosa beetles, which I’d not
recorded here before.

shut down unless Michael Beddingfield can achieve Recently, I have been hearing and seeing what I

his goal of saving the platform and its data. Please
look at the article in the previous newsletter and
sign up to the association he has set up if you want
this to happen.

In the meantime, I have been a staunch contributor to
Canberra Nature Map and the extended NatureMapr,
which is set to be shut down at the end of June this
year.

I’m proud to say that I was the first contributor to
register over 10,000 sightings and while at the end of
last year I was feeling that [ had reached burnout as
the project was taking so much of my time, both as
a contributor and a moderator and was considering
quitting the project. I found a renewed energy as I
was so close to reaching 20,000 sightings.

I am proud to say that I have now reached this goal
as the first person to do so. I have also moderated
over 12,700 sightings, though this doesn’t even
come close to the 65,000+ Sightings moderated by
Michael Mulvaney. What a legend.

My notable sightings of late have been, as stated
before, one of my favourite beetles, Cadmus
litigiosus, right here in my local park and a few days
later in my own yard. The same beetle? Who knows.
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thought was a Pacific Koel chick. However, on the
couple of occasions I spotted it (without my glasses
or binoculars) it seemed too small for a Koel as it
was about the same size as the host Red Wattlebird.

However, I was finally able to photograph it in my
Chinese Elm tree to confirm that it is indeed a Koel
chick. Strange that it is so small for the breed.

I have three bird baths in my front yard but I am
beginning to rethink the wisdom of the location of
one of them. It is underneath a Queensland Silver
Wattle tree and I have had to regularly rescue insects
from the bath.

Last year it was beetles and most recently it has been
ants. Surprisingly, the most ants I found in the bath
was not on one of the hottest days of the year, but
just the week with much cooler weather.

The most amazing discovery was a weevil I found
at the very bottom of the bird bath completely
underwater. (I’ve found many insects floating on
the surface are still alive and able to be rescued.)

Fearing that it was dead but wanting to photograph it
for Canberra Nature Map, I collected it but as [ was
taking it inside I felt it crawling across my palm. I
can’t believe that it was still alive after being fully
submerged. Nature is incredible.

Alison Milton


https://www.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/2545930/act-high-country-bogs-and-associated-fens-action-plan-2024.pdf
https://www.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/2545930/act-high-country-bogs-and-associated-fens-action-plan-2024.pdf
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/water/wetlands/australian-ramsar-wetlands/ginini-flats
https://www.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/2538605/act-sphagnum-bogs-and-fens-rehabilitation-and-monitoring-plan-2020-31.pdf
https://www.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/2538605/act-sphagnum-bogs-and-fens-rehabilitation-and-monitoring-plan-2020-31.pdf
https://www.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/2539624/conservation-effectiveness-monitoring-program-overview-2017.pdf
https://www.npaact.org.au/

Activities
We do not currently have any excursions planned for March. If any members have any suggestions
of possible excursions this would be greatly appreciated. Please contact our outings coordinator John
Stein with any suggestions. It would be a shame if this were the first month in my membership that

there was not an excursion of some kind. It doesn’t need to be expansive. Perhaps just somewhere
local where you live such as a local wetlands such as the Dickson wetland ponds.

10,000 Bogong moths tagged in the Australian Alps

Thousands of male and female Bogong moths,
Agrostis infusa that have newly emerged from their
pupal cases in areas of southeastern Australia, fly
hundreds of kilometres to the Australian Alps each
spring where they remain for the summer. The
larva (caterpillars) feed on native grasses, small
shrubs and agricultural crops in those lower altitude
areas, but the adults cannot survive the hot and dry
weather conditions that follow the pupal stage, so
they migrate to find more favourable conditions in
the mountains.

Mountain Pygmy Possums, Burramys parvus, live
only in the Australian Alps and emerge from their
seven-month winter hibernation in spring with the
snow melt and the arrival of the Bogong moths. The
critically endangered Mountain Pygmy Possums
live exclusively in the alpine and subalpine boulder
fields of Victoria and NSW, to where Bogong moths
also migrate. The diet of the possums is mainly
Bogong moths, but they also eat other insects,
nectar, fruit and seeds.

Female Bogong moths that have survived, fly back
to their breeding grounds in autumn to lay eggs onto
their larval food plants. Areas across southeastern
Australia, hundreds of kilometres from the High
Country, are the supposed destinations for the
autumn migration.

However, as a part of conservation efforts for both
Mountain Pygmy Possums and Bogong moths, more

research is needed to know the exact destinations
and migration routes for the moths.

A new project to address this is underway with the
aim of tagging and tracking 10,000 female Bogong
moths.

The Guardian reported on 17 February 2026 that
researchers and citizen scientists were successfully
attaching tiny paper tags, using eyelash glue, to
the backs of 10,000 female moths which have
been released unharmed to migrate. This has been
a somewhat tedious task, but reportedly very
successful and easier than it sounds.

The tags have letters and a number that can be
recorded by anyone who sights a tagged Bogong
moth and reported on bogong.org. Trapping stations
have been set up on properties of various volunteers
on known and predicted migration routes to record
numbers of tagged moths. The success of the project
depends on people reporting the tag letters and
number.

We’ll look forward to the ongoing research and
results of this significant project.

Margaret Strong
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Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra Inc.
A Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra

Who are the Field Naturalists? PO Box 708
The Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra (FNAC) was formed Jamison Centre ACT 2614
in 1981. Our aim is to foster interest in natural history by means
of meetings and regular field outings. Meetings are usually held
on the first Thursday of each month. Outings range from weekend
rambles to long weekends away. Activities are advertised in our
monthly newsletter. We emphasise informality and the enjoyment
of nature. New members are always welcome. If you wish to join
FNAC you would be warmly welcomed.

President: president@fieldnatsact.com

Email: secretary@fieldnatsact.com

Website: www.fieldnatsact.com

Treasurer: treasurer@fieldnatsact.com

Membership: membership@fieldnatsact.com

Newsletter Editor: editor@fieldnatsact.com

Outings Coordinator: outings@fieldnatsact.com

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra

Membership application or renewal

New applications
Please use the membership form page on the web site:

https://fieldnatsact.com/membership

Renewals
Due on 1 July each year (no form needed)
Subscription (Single/Family $25) Donation: S...........

Bank transfer
Account name: Field Naturalists Assoc of Canberra Inc
BSB: 325 185
Account number: 03545251
Reference: Please include your name

If you are unable to complete new applications through the web site, or use bank transfer for payments, please
contact the Membership Secretary at the email address above, or in writing to the address listed.

Monthly meeting venue: Slatyer Room, R. N. Robertson Building, Biology Place, Australian National University

‘: Gould Building

R Alternate parking

Q
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Mational
University.

&

Oz



mailto:outings@fieldnatsact.com
https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra

	Newsletter contributions
	Field Nats online
	Raffle prizes
	Corin Road excursion report
	FNAC Committee Meeting
	Membership renewals
	Lerida TSR excursion
	Bogs and fens field event
	Canberra Nature Map: 20,000 sightings
	Activities
	10,000 Bogong moths tagged in the Australian Alps



