FIELD NATURALISTS ASSOCIATION
OF CANBERRA INC.

OBJECTS: To foster an interest, an awareness and an understanding
of nature

PRESIDENT: Jenny Bounds, Phone 887 802 (H)

SECRETARY: Patricia Woolcock, Phone 511 246 (H)

ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE: GPO Box 249, Canberra ACT 2601
NEWSLETTER CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Bob Ecclestone, Phone 414 512 (H)

Meetings are held downstairs in the Department of Botany, ANU, on the
first Thursday of each month. Meetings commence at 8.00 pm and are
followed by refreshments.

NEWSLETTER — NOVEMBER 1989

NOVEMBER MEETING THURSDAY 2 NOVEMBER

Ross Bennett, a ranger with the ACT Parks and Conservation
Service, and a herpetologist, will speak about reptiles in the
ACT. Ross will have a number of specimens to show.

NOVEMBER OUTING - Sunday 19 November

This will be a day outing to the BIG HOLE IN DUEA NATIONAL

PARK, east of Captains Flat. There are interesting limestone

land forms such as sink holes ( the Big Hole is 35 metres deep)
and caves, and heathland and forest areas.

Bring your lunch. Meet at the NCDC carpark in Northbourne
Avenue Braddon at 8.00 am. We will try to organize car pooling
as the trip is a couple of hours on unmade (but good) roads. We
may be able to arrange transport for those without cars - ring
Jenny if you need transport.

Access to the park involves wading across the Shoalhaven River.
The outing will be subject to river level at the time. PLEASE
TELEPHONE JENNY ON 887802 IN THE WEEK BEFORE THE OUTING TO MAKE
SURE 1T 1.8 ON.

DECEMBER XMAS PARTY - Thursday 7 December

There is no December meeting. We will be having a barbecue at
our meeting venue and I urge members to come along. We had a
most successful party last year. It will be bring your own meat
and drinks and a sweet to share. We hope to show some members
slides after dinner.More in the December Newsletter.

DUBBO FIELD NATURALISTS TO VISIT JANUARY 26-28 1990

This is a return outing for our friends in Dubbo who hosted our
successful field trip in June. We will be providing billet
accommodation with members and organizing a program of outings.

Bob Crutwell has kindly offered to co-ordinate the visit.

We need offers of billets now. Please give your name to Bob
(tel at home 813100) or to Jenny (at home 887802).
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COMMITTEE MEETING Tuesday 14 November

The Committee is reminded that the next Committee meeting, the
last for this year, is on Tuesday 14 November at Jenny Bounds
home, 11 Chevalier St Weston. There will be a "finger food" tea
before the meeting. Please try to be there as we need to plan
the activities for 1990.

WARNING FOR MEMBERS

A bicycle belonging to a member had its tyres slashed during
the last meeting. Apparently, there have been a number of
similar incidents on the ANU grounds. Members who ride bikes to
meetings can leave them in the foyer of the Botany Building if
they wish.

MANAGING CANBERRA NATURE PARK

Members will probably have seen the material circulated to the
public on the proposal for a management plan for Canberra
Nature Park.

Canberra Nature Park is all the mountains and ridges and other
green areas on the fringes of urban areas in the Aet,* such as
Mt Ainslie, Mt Taylor, which are so important to the Canberra
lifestyle.

Only a couple of the areas have protection as reserves and T
is most important that all the green areas have legal
protection.

The FNAC will be contributing to the responses being prepared
by the Conservation Council, but individuals can also put in
their ideas about how these areas should be used and managed.
If you have anything to say, you should write to:

Canberra Nature Park Management and Planning Team
ACT Parks and Conservation Service

PO box 1119

TUGGERANONG ACT 2901

Although initial comments are due in by 31 October, there will
be an opportunity to comment later on the draft plan. If anyone
is interested in helping the club prepare a submission, we
would be delighted to hear from them.
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TRIP TO PIGEON HOUSE MOUNTAIN - 24 September 1989

Fifteen enthusiastic Field Nats, took off from Canberra on a
glorious spring day to climb Pigeon House Mountain. For myself,
I was more interested in the profusion of flowering shrubs and
the bird calls of species I am not very familiar with. I wasn't
sure that I would make it to the top having just got over the
flu. Anyway, I did make it to the top, as did most of the
group, and what a marvellous view it 1is.

It was a fun day, although I disgraced myself by being sick in
the bus on the way home. Bob, our bus driver was his usual
capable self and Geoffrey Clyde kept us entertained with his
collections of trivia and provocative stories.

On the way there, we passed through some very attractive
forests, including the spotted gum, Eucalyptus maculata, with
its understorey of Macrozamia, a cycad. On the return trip, we
took one of the forest roads along the Clyde River, a very
attractive route.

Pigeon House Mountain is in the Morton National Park,
north-west of Bateman's Bay. It was named by Captain Cook in
1770 because it resembled a dovehouse with a dome on top.

The area has a complex geological history. It is a sandstone
plateau, heavily dissected by the Clyde River and its
tributaries. It has been subjected to glacial and volcanic
activity at various times over 500 million years. There are
various layers of different types of rocks. The mesa like peak
is resiliant quartzite, a rock originating from sandstone and
metamorphosed - subjected to heat and pressure.

The climb to the top is over about 2.5 kilometres rising 500
feet. It begins with a rather steep climb up a fairly good
track, then a scramble up rocks to the top of the sandstone
escarpment. There were lots of flowering plants; the beautiful
yellow wedge pea (gompholobium) was particularly attractive.

Then there is a pleasant stroll for a kilometre or so on level
ground through a swathe of head high shrubs. We were fortunate
that all the plants were flowering; boronia, various peas and
heaths, a profusion of pinks, yellow, orange and white, the air
heavy with sweet honey and swarms of bees humming about.
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Next you climb up a winding path, into a cool, shady forest,
with spindly trees and very little sunlight penetrating, before
you make it to the base of the large rocks at the top. It's
another rock scramble then a climb up several vertical steel
ladders and at last the summit.

There were several interesting plants growing from the cool
rocks and ledges, including rock orchids (dendrobium) and a
heath plant which I later identified as Dracophyllum secundum.
This plant had masses of pale pink bell flowers on a long stalk.

Some of the plants in flower were:

banksia spinulosa
clematis aristata
gompholobium latilofium
patersonia

dendrobium speciosum
pimelia sp

boronia thujona?
platylobium formosum
kennedia rubicundra
indigofera australis
dracophyllum secundum
pultenea sp (several)
leucopogon juniperinus

There is an excellent book all about the Pigeon House area,
called "Pigeon House and Beyond", published by the Budawang
Committee, and available in most bookshops.

Jenny Bounds
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SPRING IS SPRUNG AND THE REPTILES HAVE RIS! (OR MAYBE AROUSED)

Well it seems that spring is here at last, the bush is a riot
of colour, the magpies are swooping and there is a noticeable
increase in reptile activity around the country. During a
recent visit to Newcastle I was literally tripping over
lizards of various varieties. All this activity is due to the
increasingly warm temperatures and subsequent interest in
mating.

Firstly there was an unidentified "dragon'" that had been
attacked by a cat or dog, that was rescued by my sister; then
I found a Bearded Dragon Amphibolus barbatus sitting in the
middle of a busy suburban street, subsequently transferred to
a nearby garden; and last but- not least some male Eastern
Water Dragons, (identified by their reddish/brown stomachs),
apparently contending for territory on a creek bank in
Blackbutt Nature Reserve. The situation in Canberra is
similar, Ross Bennett of ACT Parks and Conservation has
received numerous snake and lizard calls and expects more as
the warm weather settles in. There have already been
sightings of Brown Snakes, which are usually the last to
emerge from hibernation.

The Eastern Water Dragon Physgnanthus leseurii leseurii found
in Newcastle is a different race to the Gippsland Water Dragon
Physgnanthus leseurii howitii found in Canberra and
surrounding regions, (see illustrations). The Gippsland Water
Dragon can be found along the coast from Victoria to about
Nowra and along plateaus and higher areas to the Blue
Mountains, preferring a colder climate and higher altitude to
its Eastern cousin. The Eastern Water Dragon is found in
coastal locations and at lower altitudes north from Nowra to
Cape York.

The overall shape of Agamidae or "dragons'" is similar so one
of the first considerations when trying to identify an animal
is its location. Water dragons are rarely found far from
water, and can often be seen basking on rocks near the edges
of creeks or on branches overhanging water, which will provide
them with a quick escape route away from predators. Both
races of water dragons are a grey brown colour and have a
basic pattern of faint stripes along their backs, which become
more noticeable bands circling their long narrow tails. The
Gippsland Water Dragon has a blue green wash over its body,
with blue and yellow patterns around the throat, which are
more marked in the male; the Eastern Water Dragon can be
distinguished by its long black eye stripe and the red
markings on its chest and belly, again very prominent in
males.

The Bearded Dragon by way of contrast can be found sitting on
fence posts, .fallen timber or basking on roadways. The
Bearded Dragon relies on its non-descript grey colouring, with
a dark 'beard' and tail, and habit of remaining motionless to
avoid unwanted attention. However if threatened it will open
its mouth wide exposing the bright yellow interior, raise its
'‘beard' and, filling its lungs with air, flatten its body out



%.

eye stripe

blue green wa
blueand = .

yellow patterns

Gippsland Water Dragon



9.

to make it look much larger than it i§, (which I can attest
also makes it much harder to get a grip on!).

L.eonie Andrews

%ﬂ;=¥¥1%§— yellow interior of mouth

Bearded Dragon :
o

dark 'beard’

dark tail

References - Lizards of Australia, Stephen Swanson, Angus and
Robertson, 1980

A Field Guide to Reptiles of the High Country,
Inkata Press, 1980

NEWSLETTER

Contributions to the newsletter can be handed in at the meetings
or sent to the following address:

Kay Hahne
5 Gingara St

Aranda 2614
Pe s S99z

ine for the December newsletter is Friday 24th November.
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FIELD NATURALISTS ASSOCIATION of CANBERRA Incorporated
The Field Naturalists Association of Canberra was formed in 1981. The aim of the club is to
stimulate interest in the natural history of the ACT through regular meetings and field outings.
Meetings are usually held on the first Thursday of each month for an exchange of information and
to hear an invited speaker. Field outings are also planned each month and range from day outings
to long weekends and camping. The emphasis is on informality and fun.

New members are always welcome, especially family groups and young people. Information on
our activities is circulated in the monthly newsletter which is sent to all members.

If you wish to join FNAC, please complete the form below, and send it with the appropriate
subscription to:

The Secretary

FNAC

G P O Box 249 : &
' Ganberra TACT- 2601 1 i i i it d A8
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If a family membership, please include the first names of other members of the family:

..............................................................................

FHONE. HOMIE: ... .. i o v v insiimynsivd P L SN RS DR R R e .

SUBSCRIPTION ENCLOSED: $......... 7

Single $12; Family $12; Concession $6 (avaliable to pensioners and full-time students)

AREAS OF INTEREST:






