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Why the Yellow Sea is important for

migratory shorebirds: then AGM

Speaker: Alison Russell-French

The presentation is about the importance of Yellow Sea staging sites (feeding
and roosting sites) for migratory shorebirds during their annual migrations and
the pressures they face from habitat loss and degradation and various other

pressures. The numbers of migratory shorebirds have dramatically declined
and the East Asian — Australasian Flyway Partnership was established as
a voluntary framework of partners in 2002 to work towards conservation of

migratory shorebirds and their habitat.
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Newsletter contributions

All members are invited and encouraged to
contribute to the newsletter each month.

If you have an interesting story or photo we would
love to include it in the newsletter. It doesn’t have
to be a local story, maybe it’s something you saw
while travelling or even something sent to you by
a friend.

Perhaps consider a short write-up of the monthly
outing. Others may be able to provide the photos
if you don’t have them.

Send your contributions to:
editor@fieldnatsact.com

Alison Milton
Editor

This could be your photo or story!
Blue banded bee waking up.

Field Nats online

Website

The FieldNats website is a useful resource.

It lists the committee members and provides links
to contact the key people.

The Newsletter page has links to not only the
current, but most past issues of the newsletter.

Keep up-to-date with upcoming events on the
calendar among other useful links.

FaceBook

Did you know that FieldNats now has a FaceBook
page?

John and Janet would love to receive a photo or
two for the FaceBook page. Perhaps an interesting
sighting or photos from an outing. It doesn’t matter
if you also send the same photos to the newsletter.

No deadline for these, just anytime you have
something to share.

Put FaceBook in the subject line and send to
secretary@fieldnatsact.com
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FNAC AGM 6 November

Don’t forget that our AGM will be held after Alison
Russell-French’s presentation on 6 November.

Please stay on to hear about FNAC activities over
the past year and for the election of a new committee
for the coming year. This is a great chance to get
involved in the running of our association and to
have a say in what activities we offer in the future.

While we have dedicated members willing to
continue in their current role, we encourage and
welcome new nominees. Whether you’ve been
a member for years or have just joined, fresh
perspectives and new ideas are always valued. No
previous committee experience is required —just
enthusiasm and a willingness to contribute!

There are also many other ways to assist. You
might like to submit content for the newsletter or
Facebook page, lead an outing or have a suggestion
for activities or guest speakers. Offers to assist
in any capacity are always greatly appreciated!
Chat to any of the current committee members or
email Janet (secretary@fieldnatsact.com) for more
information.

Janet Stein

WeedScan volunteers

The Centre for Invasive Species Solutions
(CISS) based in Canberra is Australia’s only
non-profit organisation that’s entirely dedicated to
collaborative research development and extension
into invasive species solutions. Citizen Science
is a key part of what we do. WeedScan is a free
app we developed for people to identify, report
and monitor invasive weeds. We’re currently
developing WeedScan 2.0 which will significantly
expand the number of species that can be detected
and will be much more user friendly but we’re at
a critical stage of development where we need to
train the Al to recognise the plants and we urgently
need volunteers to help us sort through the images
so only the best are used to train the app.

This requires people who are passionate about
protecting Australia’s precious places from invasive
species. Ideally, they are keen naturalists, botantists
or scientists.

Help shape the future of WeedScan 2.0

CISS is looking for volunteers to help build
WeedScan 2.0 — Australia’s next-generation weed
identification app.

We’ve nearly doubled the number of species to
around 950 plants and gathered over 900,000
images to train our Al system. Before training


mailto:editor@fieldnatsact.com
https://fieldnatsact.com/
https://fieldnatsact.com/field-natters/
https://fieldnatsact.com/events/
https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra
https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra
mailto:secretary@fieldnatsact.com

begins, we need help to review and tidy this
massive image dataset — filtering out low-quality
or incorrect images so the Al can learn to identify
weeds accurately.

If you’re detail-oriented, reasonably tech-savvy,
and can spare a few solid days (or even a week or
two) over the next month, we’d love your help!

You can join us remotely from anywhere in
Australia (provided you have a laptop, reliable
access to the internet and your own Google or
Microsoft account) or in person at our Canberra
office. Training and support are provided.

Interested? Email lucy.webster@invasives.com.au
with the subject line “WeedScan 2.0 Volunteer” and
tell us a bit about yourself.

Bird walk at stony

creek nature reserve

On Sunday 26 October, Queanbeyan Landcare
hosted a Spring bird walk at Stony Creek Nature
Reserve. The event was organised by Ian Johnsson
who invited Damon Oliver to lead the walk.

The reserve contains woodland and dry forest, with
diverse floristics and structure, creating excellent
habitat for many birds. Being spring, the first thing
we noticed were wildflowers, with a yellow carpet
of Bulbine lilies greeting us as we entered. There
were many other plants in flower too, including
violets, peas, buttons, daisies, trigger plants,
hibbertias and the Austral Bugle. However, the
focus of the day was birds, and it didn’t take long
to start compiling an impressive list.

Many birds were heard, rather than seen, but it
was some birds not heard or seen who stole the
show. We were shown active Gang-gang and
Wedge-tailed Eagle nests, but there were no sign
of the parents or the young deep in their nests. This
important story could only be told to us because of
patient monitoring of these sites by both Ian and
Damon.

Queanbeyan Landcare deserves enormous credit
for their nature conservation work. They are
creating awareness, as well as habitat. Many thanks
to them for all their efforts, and for hosting this
delightful walk.

John Stein

Bird list (compiled by Damon Oliver

* Australian Magpie

* Australian Raven

* Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
* Brown Thornbill

* Brush Cuckoo?

* Crested Pigeon

* Crimson Rosella

* Gang-gang Cockatoo

* Grey Fantail

 King Parrot

* Mistletoebird

* Noisy friarbird

» Noisy miner

* Pied Currawong

* Red Wattlebird

* Rufous Whistler

» Sacred Kingfisher

» Spotted Pardalote

* Striated Pardalote

» Wedge-tailed Eagle (nest only)
* Weebill

* White-throated Treecreeper
* Yellow-faced Honeyeater

Orchard Swallowtail
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Outing report

Wandiyali-Environa Wildlife Sanctuary

On Friday 3 October, landowner Carolyn Larcombe
generously gave Field Naturalists a guided tour of
the Wandiyali-Environa Wildlife Sanctuary. She
took a large group of us for a 3-hour walk through
many different habitats on her wonderful property.

The property in the Googong area near Canberra,
has been in the Larcombe family for three
generations. Now, 300 ha of the southern section
has become a private reserve, which includes two
Biodiversity Stewardship sites and a Conservation
Agreement site registered on the property’s title.
The process has also involved the setting up of the
Wandiyali Restoration Trust to manage the critically
endangered ecological communities, the building
of'a 10 km fence to exclude feral cats and foxes as
part of a safe haven project with funding from the
Federal Government’s Environmental Restoration
Fund, and since December 2024, a collaborative
partnership between the Larcombe family and the
Australian Wildlife Conservancy. Under the 10-year
agreement, AWC will help shape conservation
plans for the sanctuary, including a strategy for
restoring locally extinct species. Small mammals
including bandicoots, antechinus, bettongs, quolls,
and several species of native rodents, as well as
threatened frogs, will be among the species to
be assessed as candidates for reintroduction. The
project will also support important research into
the factors that contribute to successful species
reintroductions.

Wandiyali consists of open woodland and grassland
communities, including a significant patch of
critically endangered Box Gum Grassy Woodlands,
and importantly provides both east west and north
south connectivity across the landscape, linking
a corridor between Canberra and the coast and
protecting an upper stretch of Jerrabomberra Creek.

Significant conservation work has already been
undertaken to help native vegetation recover and
increase biodiversity, improving ecological function
and habitat value, for example, ground-story for
small mammals and mid-story for small birds.
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The sanctuary protects habitat for threatened birds
like the Swift Parrot, Gang-Gang, and Speckled
Warbler, threatened reptile, the Pink-tailed Worm
Lizard, and threatened plants including the Small
Purple-pea. Wombats and Echidnas are common,
and a diverse range of bush birds are found,
including Wedge-tailed Eagles, Brown Falcons,
Brown Quail, Crimson Rosellas, Red-rumped
Parrots, Grey Fantails, Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes
and Scarlet Robins.

Carolyn explains life on the property before it
became a sanctuary: “My grandfather bought
land in 1924, in New South Wales, just over the
border from the newly formed Australian Capital
Territory. This was named Environa, and we moved
here as a family in the 1960s, running fine wool
merino sheep initially, and then transitioning to
Hereford beef cattle as nearby development rapidly
precluded grazing sheep. My brothers and I grew
up here, roaming the surrounds and developing a
deep connection with the rolling hills of the land
and serpentine bends of Jerrabomberra Creek. My
husband, sons and I moved to Wandiyali, on the
eastern side of Jerrabomberra Creek in 1999, and I
quickly gained new knowledge of local plants and
ecosystems, which highlighted the conservation
values of this area, and ignited my journey of
conservation and restoration.*

We began our walk by entering through a gate in the
impressive feral-proof fence, where we were also
shown a smaller gate, especially designed to allow
movement of wombats through the fence while
preventing the entry of foxes and cats.

After a stunning presentation by Carolyn at the
FNAC meeting the previous night, we had great
expectations of the sanctuary, and we weren’t
disappointed. Much of the over storey had not been
cleared, and included some very old large trees, but
it was the under storey that really took our breath
away. The post-grazing recovery was remarkable,
and being Spring, we were treated to an amazing
wildflower display.




It was explained how management practices were
keeping the hill slopes mulched and moist, assisting
plant health and soil conservation. It was also
explained how the previous management practice
of keeping the farm tidy, had removed most of the
fallen timber, thus limiting this important habitat
component. However, during the building of the
nearby suburb of Googong, many trees were felled,
presenting an opportunity, so many truckloads of
these logs were brought to the sanctuary.

We were also told about planning to re-introduce
small ground mammals, but these plans are on hold

Photo: Miranda Gardner

until the last fox inside the fence, apparently a wily
individual, is removed.

As well as marvelling at the plant diversity and
health, we were treated to 29 bird species. See
Sandra Henderson’s list below. Thanks Sandra!
Thanks also to Miranda Gardner, who shared some

superb photos of our discoveries, which can be seen
above the bird list.

At the conclusion of our walk, we enjoyed sharing
plates of cakes and savouries under a tree, and also
passed around the hat, so we could make some
contribution to the viability of the sanctuary.

Many thanks Carolyn for an unforgettable morning,
and thank you so much for your very worthwhile
efforts to conserve these important ecosystems. Best
wishes for future success!
Bird list: compiled by Sandra Henderson
Australasian Grebe: 2
Australian Raven: 5
Black-faced Cuckooshrike: 4
Brown-headed Honeyeater: 2
Buff-rumped Thornbill: 2
Common Starling: 50
Crimson Rosella: 2
Eastern Rosella: 2
Eastern Spinebill: 1
Eurasian Coot: 1
Galah: 3
Grey Butcherbird: 1
Grey Fantail: 7
Grey Teal: 2
Masked Lapwing: 1
Nankeen Kestrel: 2
Noisy Miner: 2
Pacific Black Duck:1
Red Wattlebird: 2
Rufous Whistler: 1
Striated Pardalote: 5
Wedge-tailed Eagle: 2
Weebill: 8
Welcome Swallow: 2
White-naped Honeyeater: 3
White-throated Gerygone: 1
Willie Wagtail: 1
Yellow-faced Honeyeater: 6
Yellow-rumped Thornbill: 2
John Stein
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Borneo encounters

recently returned from a brief
holiday in Sabah, Borneo.

The trip commenced on the west
coast at Kota Kinabalu where we
were taken to various attractions
and points of interest including
Mamutik Island where there were
very large monitor lizards.

However in my opinion, by far
the more interesting things were
to be found further west.

Our journey took us through the
highlands and around the base
of Mt Kinabalu 4,095 metres
(13,435 ft), which more hardy
souls can climb with two days up
and one day back. Needless to say
I didn’t climb it.

Further along we stopped at a
small farm that grows exotic
flowers including, excitingly, a
Rafflesia in full bloom. There
were many other fascinating
blooms including various species
of pitcher plants. I took a great
many photos of flowers but was
unable to buy a flower book so am
unable to identify them.

Partway across we stopped at
Ranau to visit the war memorial.
Ranau played a prominent place
in the Sandakan death march in
WWII. There are a number of
memorials along the route and
all are well maintained by the
British, Australian, New Zealand
and Malay governments.

November 2025

Our next stop was at the Sabah
Tea Factory where we were taken
through the processing facility. I
never realised there were so many
steps in producing the humble tea
nor the number of varieties it is
possible to produce.

By far the most interesting experi-
ences were in the Sandakan area
where we stayed at the Borneo
Sepilok Rainforest Resort only
a short distance from a number
of wildlife rehabilitation centres.
The first was the orangutans.
They were the whole reason I
had gone to Borneo as I wanted
to see them in the wild while
there were still some to see. What
magnificent creatures they are
with their long orange fur and
lovely, gentle brown eyes. We
were fortunate enough to see at
the rehabilitation centre a family
group including a baby.

Next were the proboscis monkeys
where the males have those
ridiculous long noses. In the
females and juveniles it is absent.

The third encounter was with
the Borneo sun bears. These
lovely animals are the smallest
bears in the world. Each bear
is distinguishable by the orange
patch on its chest as no two are the
same. This was the only animal
of the Big Five I did not see in
the wild.

After lunch we took a 2.5 hour
river cruise on the Kinabatangan

River to the Sakau Rainforest
Lodge set deep in the jungle.
From here, early each morning
and again in the evening we
would cruise on the river looking
for wildlife. How lucky we were
to see a small herd of pygmy
elephants grazing on the reeds
on the river bank, alligators,
wild orang-utans and proboscis
monkeys, macaque monkeys —
both short and long tailed, langur
monkeys and several different
types of hornbills.

One morning at breakfast time,
a young orangutan made its way
into the resort and was quite
nonchalant about us all standing
around admiring him.

The only real down side to the trip
was the overwhelming presence
in the east of oil palm plantations.
It seems that any piece of land
that will support oil palms is
under plantation and the area is
growing at an alarming rate. Old,
unproductive palms are removed
and immediately replanted. Oil
palms, a native of Africa does not
support native wildlife so it is not
good news for the native animals
that there is so little of the native
environment left.

If anyone who likes wildlife is
looking for somewhere to go for
a holiday, I can recommend the
east coast of Sabah.

Deidre Shaw



Brindabella Range, in search of a bee

On Friday 24 October, what started out as a short
drive to Uriarra Forest in search of a solitary native
bee turned into a Redex Trial looping via Curries
Road and Two Sticks Road to Piccadilly Circus and
back. Thanks Kim!

Photo: Lindsay Adams

With such an educated 11-member group of
Field Natters guided by Kimberi Pullen it could
not have been anything but a fun adventure with
many sightings of unexpected birds, insects,
spiders and plants, but Coptotermes mounds were
conspicuously absent, until the end.

The solitary bee, Leioproctus nigrofulvus is quite
unique in that it lays an egg in the outer hard shell
of a termite mound while feeding on flowering
Daviesia shrubs and other similar plants in the
immediate vicinity. It hasn’t been seen since the
2003 bushfires swept through the forest despite
searches by Glynn Maynard between 2003 and
2008, and then there was another bushfire in
2019/20.

There is no mention of this bee in Peter Abbott’s
recent excellent book on Native bees, nor a reference
to Glynn’s ground breaking study of this bee and
its habits written up for her PhD from Queensland
University in 1992.

Photographers, especially Alison and Stuart enjoyed
the perfect weather to keep John busy noting all the
species being observed, on which he wrote a report
for the Field Nat’s web site.

One puzzling loud chattering call, a suspected
raptor, turned out to be a male Satin Bowerbird to
everyone’s amazement.

Local plants didn’t escape attention thanks to
Margaret’s encyclopaedic knowledge of them.

Fortunately most of the group returning via
Picadilly Circus to share an afternoon tea treat from
Deidre happened, upon some termite mounds and
flowering Daviesia.

Photo: Lindsay Adams

Excitedly, on inspection the characteristic tunnel
entrances were observed, but no bees, not on this
outing.

Thanks to all the participants who make such trips
so fascinating and enjoyable.
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I have communicated with Glynn Maynard about
our outing attaching Lindsay’s photos. Her response
was:

‘Thanks for these pictures

Well done, not always do you find what you set out
to find — they are a great bee species to work with.
The mounds of Coptotermes lacteus were never super
common in the Brindabellas. I have never found the
bees in Aranda Ridge or Black Mountain. I suspect a
lot of the mounds were destroyed in the 2020 fires, the
termites cooked, then with no termites left to maintain
them the mounds would gradually disappear.

1 am glad that the Field Nats had a great time. *
Bird list (John Stein)

Australian Magpie

Black Duck

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike

Crimson Rosella

Eastern Yellow Robin

Fantail Cuckoo

Grey Butcherbird

Grey Fantail

Grey Shrike-thrush

Insect photography that is
hard to forget

School holidays found our family in the UK visiting,
amongst a whole range of excellent institutions, the
Oxford Natural History Museum. One of its many
cxhibitions was a range of inscct microsculptures
by photographer Levon Biss. When seen in a giant
format, these images are simply incredible.

Levon’s website gives an insight into his work. The

vidceo tells the story, and Extinct and Endangered:
Insccts in Peril is well worth viewing.

A full-resolution image of the image below.
Lindsay Adams
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King Parrot

Laughing Kookaburra
Leaden Flycatcher

Pied Currawong

Red Wattlebird

Rufous Whistler

Sacred Kingfisher

Satin Bowerbird

Shining Bronze Cuckoo
Spotted Pardalote

Striated Pardalote
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Wanga pigeon

Welcome Swallow
White-naped Honeyeater
White-throated Treecreeper
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo

Kevin McCue

Blue calamintha bee, Osmia calaminthae, by Levon
Biss This photo is reproduced with the permission of the
photographer.


https://www.levonbiss.com/extinct-endangered
https://microsculpture.net/video
https://youtu.be/GAB3vrYx5iU?si=3vlqXj_q0IwW127B
https://youtu.be/GAB3vrYx5iU?si=3vlqXj_q0IwW127B
https://extinctandendangered.com/gallery/osmia-calaminthae

Activities

Activities

Sunday 9 November, 9:30 am, AIS
Join Cec Sutton for a Sunday meander around the Australian Institute of Sport precinct, searching for
hidden nature and hoping to encounter superb parrots. We will meet in the main car park west of the
Indoor Arena, then go on a journey of discovery for a couple of hours, turning around at a pond and
looping back to the AIS Cafe for a cuppa after the walk. The route will be on paved paths, accessible
for those using wheelchairs/scooters. Please RSVP by email to John at outings@fieldnatsact.com or
by using the website form at https://fieldnatsact.com/event/november-outing-a-i-s/

Sunday 7 December: Christmas Party (details to follow)

Raffle prizes

The monthly raffle is our is our only fund-raising event and is funded through members’ generous
donations, mostly consisting of items no longer needed or wanted at home. Fresh garden produce
is also highly prized.

Please go through your cupboards for all those little items you no longer use or want and bring them
along to donate as raffle prizes.
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Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra Inc.
A Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra

Who are the Field Naturalists? PO Box 708
The Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra (FNAC) was formed Jamison Centre ACT 2614
in 1981. Our aim is to foster interest in natural history by means
of meetings and regular field outings. Meetings are usually held
on the first Thursday of each month. Outings range from weekend
rambles to long weekends away. Activities are advertised in our
monthly newsletter. We emphasise informality and the enjoyment
of nature. New members are always welcome. If you wish to join
FNAC you would be warmly welcomed.

President: president@fieldnatsact.com

Email: secretary@fieldnatsact.com

Website: www.fieldnatsact.com

Treasurer: treasurer@fieldnatsact.com

Membership: membership@fieldnatsact.com

Newsletter Editor: editor@fieldnatsact.com

Outings Coordinator: outings@fieldnatsact.com

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra

Membership application or renewal

New applications
Please use the membership form page on the web site:

https://fieldnatsact.com/membership

Renewals
Due on 1 July each year (no form needed)
Subscription (Single/Family $25) Donation: S...........

Bank transfer
Account name: Field Naturalists Assoc of Canberra Inc
BSB: 325 185
Account number: 03545251
Reference: Please include your name

If you are unable to complete new applications through the web site, or use bank transfer for payments, please
contact the Membership Secretary at the email address above, or in writing to the address listed.

Monthly meeting venue: Slatyer Room, R. N. Robertson Building, Biology Place, Australian National University

‘: Gould Building

R Alternate parking
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