
October Outing 
The outing this month is the  whale watching  trip  
to Eden Friday, October 17 to Sunday October 19. For  information on ar-
rangements contact Sylvie Sampson on 6251-2524 or email at sylvie-
sampson@bigpond.com. 
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ISSN: 1836-2761�
MEETING  THURSDAY October 2  
8:00 pm Australian National University   
Meeting details back page 

OBJECTS: To foster an interest in  an awareness and an understanding 
of nature 

October is 'members night' and the Annual general meeting. As in previous years, 
members are encouraged to bring along items of interest, related to nature, and to 
talk about them. This is intended to be informal and relaxed.  
Examples of items may include:  
-Nature art or photography;-Poetry on nature;-Items of thought, for discussion;-
Stories about a favourite animal, plant or nature park.  
-Any other point of interest, which relates to nature.  
 
To encourage members to attend, the following talks have been organised, to help 
provide a base:  
Alan Ford (The Little Desert); 
Helen Carse & Sybil Free (The Australian naturalists Get-Together in the NT); 
Debbie Saunders (Swift parrot update) 
 
But remember, this is your night, so please bring something along. Whether a feather 
or a friend, it will all be welcomed.  
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It seemed like the first day of Spring for the year: a beautiful mild sunny morning at the Gorge carpark near 
Queanbeyan. Benj couldn't wait to get out into it with his binos and quickly was on the track of birds moving and 
calling in the large Casuarinas.  
Slowly a small group of familiar faces (Field Natters) arrived equally thrilled with it being such a wonderful day. 
We set off after checking out the Geology explanatory sign which was nice and simple showing where the fault 
cut across the valley where the River existed even then.  
The path is narrow and steep in places but with a little care is easily manageable, winding along the north side. 
There was plenty of water in the river rock holes and with the Acacia's flowering made very attractive views all the 
way.  
There was plenty to look at and discussion about what species of plant or bird we might have seen. I have drawn 
up a list of the birds and plants that I or others think we saw or heard on the day. I am happy to be corrected 
where mistaken. Naturally it is not exhaustive.  
Here it is:  
Plants: Casuarina leumannii (Bulloak); Eucalyptus macoryncha; E. rossii; E. mannifera (brittle gum) E. bridgesi-
ana (Apple Box); E.melliodora (Yellow Box) Exocarpus cuppressiformis (Cherry Ballart); Callitris endlicheri (Black 
Cypress Pine); Acacia rubida; A.decurrens; A. dealbata; A.ulicifolia; Cassinea; Dodonea sps; Mosses; Scleran-
thus; the usual suspects: Lomandra; Dianella; and Hardenbergia violacea (Sarsparilla); Bursaria spinosa (prickly 
bush); micromyrtus (white); Pelagonium; Phragmites (grass) and a shrub that could be Ziera or Hovea? Just 
guessing. 
Birds:  
Honey eaters: White eared; Yellow tufted and Yellow faced;  
Spotted pardelote; Grey shrike thrush; Wide browed scrub wren; Grey fantail; Australian raven; Double barred 
Finch; heard a kookaburra; Wood duck; Crimson rosella; Buff - rump thornbill; Brown thornbill; White cockatoo; 
Chough's (heard but not seen); and Eastern Yellow Robin. We also heard the calls of a Common toadlet. All in all 
a rewarding walk in the natural environment where we love to be.  
Sybil 
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COG [Canberra Ornithologists Group] 
This is a large and active group that does a lot to preserve the natural environment for our birds.  They meet 
monthly on the 2nd Wednesday, have a midweek morning outing on the 3rd Wednesday, and usually have several 
weekend activities.  Details at http://canberrabirds.org.au/ . 
 
ACT Herpetologists Association 
Meets every second month (even months) at West Rugby Club, Jamison at 7:30 on 3rd Tuesday.    No satisfac-
tory website at present. 
 
Geological Society (ACT Branch) 
May be of occasional interest if talking about local geology.  [Society members and the NPA are about to produce 
a new geological map of the ACT.]  Details of their meetings can be found at:  
http://www.gsa.org.au/divisions/act.html . 
It meets on the 3rd Tuesday at 5:30pm at the Lecture Theatre in the Earth Sciences building, ANU – entry via Lin-
naeus Way. 
 
C) ParkCare & LandCare Groups 
There are many of these. Mainly concerned with park maintenance (weeding etc), but also offer walks & provide 
information about the park. I want to draw your attention to 2 who organize talks: 
 
Friends of Mount Majura 
Hilltop to Backfence – celebrating 5 years of ParkCare on Mount Majura.  A monthly lecture series – see: http://
majura.org/?page_id=66 . 
 
Friends of Aranda Bushland 
Usually have an interesting talk as part of their AGM.  And they have published Our Patch.  See: 
http://www.friendsofarandabushland.org.au/ . 
 
These groups are under the auspices of Canberra’s 3 Catchment Management Groups: Ginninderra, Molonglo 
and Southern ACT.  Their websites and the email newsletter that they regularly put out are worth checking too, as 
they have lots of good information.  See: 
http://www.ginninderralandcare.org.au/index.php , 
http://www.molonglocatchment.com.au/ , and 
http://www.sactcg.org/index.html . 
 
D) Education 
U3A 
This provides a very good and inexpensive education opportunity for the Over 55s.  Last year Norm Morrison 
gave a very good Botany course.  Hopefully he will repeat that.  There is a course on Birds underway, while on 
Thursday the third course on Our Tree Heritage will start.  This year it comprises 3 talks, interspersed by 3 walks.  
Tony Fearnside from FACTA is organizing the course..  I have enjoyed the 1st two (including a talk on Eucalypts 
by John Turnbull) and will be doing this one.  Further details of U3A courses can be found at http://www.
u3acanberra.org.au/ . 
 
ANU 
 
The Fenner School of Environment and Society 
Unfortunately their seminars are held on Thursdays from 1: - 2:pm, so they clash with the Friends’ talks at the 
ANBG.  They are held in the Fenner School's Forestry Lecture Theatre, Ground Level, Forestry building no. 48, 
Linnaeus Way (comes off Daley Road), ANU campus.   You can check out what is coming up at: 
http://fennerschool.anu.edu.au/news_events/seminars/ . 
 
Research School of Earth Sciences 
Seminars are held on Thursdays from 4: to 5:pm in the Jaeger Seminar Room, Jaeger Building.  Seminar details 
can be found at: http://rses.anu.edu.au/seminars/index.php .  (to be continued) 
 

Learning more about our flora and fauna –useful web sites 
Tony Lawson 

(continued from last month) 
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Field Guide to the Native Trees of the ACT  

National Parks Association of the ACT. 98 pages. RRP $27.50. 
This is a thoroughly revised version of an already indispensable little guide, which first appeared in 1983; that means that 
I’ve been relying on it for most of the time I’ve been in Canberra! One of the major changes has been the introduction of col-
our photos throughout to complement the excellent drawings. I have to say though that I’m not always convinced that the 
choice of photos has justified the extra expenditure; in too many cases the trunk is shadowed or the photo is too distant, so 
that key features are obscured. The foreground photo of Eucalyptus blakelyi is a good example of a useful photo, but repeat-
ing that format for E. fastigata means that the key character of contrasting bare outer limbs is not seen. The colour is not al-
ways true either – for instance the E. polyanthemos foliage looks bright green instead of the characteristic bluish tinge that 
helps identify it, and the trunk of E. aggregata is far too pale. This is not to detract from the overall value of the book, but are 
things that could be changed in a future printing. In terms of defining a ‘tree’ for the purposes of the book the editors have 
quite properly erred on the side of generosity; it includes all 26 eucalypts, 15 wattles and 21 ‘others’. Each species is allo-
cated a full page, with generously useful text. It includes keys (and instructions how to use them), information on ACT habi-
tats, a glossary and explanations of scientific names. I’d be surprised if you didn’t need this book.  

 
The Mammals of Australia; third edition  

Steve van Dyck and Ronald Strahan. New Holland Press. 887 pages. RRP $125. 
This is one of the key titles of Australian natural history; it was already monumental, but since the bigger and better 1995 
second edition it has grown by another 130 pages!! One important reason for this is the inclusion, for the first time, of whales 
and dolphins; another, though less significant in terms of pages, is the inclusion of Christmas Island. Australian bat taxonomy 
is in serious flux at present, and the new editor, the exciting and dynamic van Dyck of Queensland Museum, has coura-
geously included quite a number of undescribed species and sub-species which may well prove to be full species. One might 
not think that much will have changed in a decade in our understanding of mammals, but one would be wrong! For instance 
in the 1995 edition the number of rock-wallaby species recognised nearly doubled to 15. In this edition the number of Marsu-
pial ‘Moles’ has also doubled (albeit it to two...).  Gilbert’s Potoroo, listed as extinct in the previous edition, is now again ex-
tant (although with less than 40 individuals). A quick flick through reveals new species described since 1994 among an-
techinuses, phascogales and mountain brushtail possums, inter alia. Each species description is comprehensive and up to the 
moment, and is written by a zoologist working with that species. I read that, remarkably, just one species account in the en-
tire book (of 389) has not required updating! (The exception for the record, is Feral Donkey.) This is a significant investment, 
but given that it will be good for the next 10 years or so, I’d recommend that you consider it very seriously.  
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The editor would like to acknowledge all contributors to the Field Natter over the year. but espe-
cially Tony Lawson who has contributed a number of articles to the last few issues 
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FIELD NATURALISTS’ ASSOCIATION OF  
CANBERRA INCORPORATED 

 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE STATEMENT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE, 2008 

 
        2007                                                                                              2008 
          $                                                                                                     $ 
                             INCOME   
              792                              Members’ Fees In Advance                                                                     -                                              
           1,360                              Membership Subscription                                                                1,260 
              339                              Raffles                                                                                                 392 
                65                              Tea Money                                                                                            55 
              230                              Donations                                                                                            115 
              464                              Interest Received (Term Deposit)                                                       762               
                  2                              Interest Received (Cheque Account)                                                      2 
     _________                                                                                                                            _________ 
           3,252                    TOTAL INCOME                                                        2,586 
      _________                                                                                                                            _________ 
 

                                        EXPENDITURE 
              100                    Affiliation Fees                                                                                                   -   (1) 
              381                    Newsletter Printing                                                                                        368 
              300                    Postage                                                                                                         300 
              115                    Post Office Box Rental                                                                                  123 
                68                    Presentations (Speakers and ANU)                                                                 63 
              300                    Student Prize Vouchers                                                                                200 
                23                    Sundry Expenses                                                                                            19 
              300                    Insurance                                                                                                            -   (2) 
      _________                          _________ 

           1,587        TOTAL EXPENDITURE                                                     1,073 
      _________                          _________ 
 

           1,665     INCOME EXCEEDS EXPENDITURE BY                         1,513 
     ________                                                                                     ________ 
 
Note: (Brief Summary) 
(1)  Affiliation fees were paid to STEP (Southern Tablelands Ecosystems Park) - $60-00, and to Conservation 
Council (ACT) - $180-00 during June, 2008 at the direction of the FNAC Committee. In both cases, payment was 
made for the 2007-2008 and 2008-2009 financial years. 
(2)  Insurance  was paid to Altiora under the National Landcare Insurance Programme for the period 01/04/2008 
to 01/04/2009 on 28/08/08.The late payment resulted from Altiora merging with Austcover Pty Ltd, and the com-
pany’s late presentation of an account for payment. The FNAC was regarded by Altiora as being covered by in-
surance notwithstanding that late payment. 
# Both of the above mentioned expenditures will be listed in the “Expenditure” section of the 2008-2009 financial 
year.  
 
 
………………………………………….. 
Bob Lehman 
Treasurer  FNAC (Inc.) 
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FIELD NATURALISTS’ ASSOCIATION OF  
CANBERRA INCORPORATED 

 
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30TH JUNE, 2008 

 
 
 
        2007                                                                                              2008 
          $                                                                                                     $ 
 
                             CURRENT ASSETS   
           1,817                              Bank Cheque Account                                                    1,459 
         10,340                              Term Deposit                                                                12,211 
                20                              Petty Cash Advance                                                        20 
     _________                                                                                                                            _________ 
         12,177                    TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS                                    13,690 
      _________                                                                                                                            _________ 
 
 
                                        CURRENT LIABILITIES 

-                         None                                                                                                          - 
      _________                          _________ 
 

                                        NET ASSETS 
           12,177                                                                                                                                   13,690      
     _________                                                                                                                             _________ 
 
 
 

                                        MEMBERS’ FUND 
         10,512                    Members’ Fund at Beginning of Year                                                      12,177 
           1,665                    Surplus for Year                                                                                         1,513 
      _________                          _________ 

         12,177        MEMBERS’ FUND AT END OF YEAR                                        13,690 
      _________                          _________ 
            
                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
………………………………………….. 
Bob Lehman 
Treasurer  FNAC (Inc.) 



Who are the Field Naturalists? 
The Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra (FNAC) was 
formed in 1981. Our aim is to foster interest in natural history 
by means of meetings and regular field outings.  Meetings are 
usually held on the first Thursday of each month.  Outings 
range from weekend rambles to long weekends away.  Activi-
ties are advertised in our monthly newsletter.  We emphasise 
informality and the enjoyment of nature. New members are 
always welcome. If you wish to join FNAC, please fill in the 
member application below and send it in with your subscrip-
tion to the FNAC Treasurer at the address below: 
President: Benj Whitworth, tel w 6272 3192 
mob:0448049195 
Secretary: Rosemary Blemings, tel 02 6258 4724 
Website: www.geocities.com/fieldnaturalist/index.html 
Newsletter editor: Chris Bunn <chris_b@webone.com.au 
Tel 02 6241 2968.  Member contributions welcome. 
Published and distributed by Bob Lehman 

��������	
�����	��

�������	����������������

Monthly meeting venue:  Division of Botany and Zo-
ology, Building 116, Daley Rd, Australian National 
University. Park (occasionally the adjacent building 
44).  Meetings start at 8 pm and are followed by re-
freshments. 

FIELD NATURALISTS ASSOCIATION OF CANBERRA INC. 
GPO Box 249 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 
 
Print Post Approved 
PP 233744/00022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL 
 
Family name:  ………………………………………     First name: …………………………………….. 
If a family membership, please include the first names of other members of the family: 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
 
Postal address:  ………………………………………………………………… 
 
Suburb:  …………………………….. State: …………  Postcode: ………  Home phone:  ……………………..    
 
Work phone:  ……………………  Email address:  …………………………………………………………… 
 
Subscription enclosed:  $………(Single/Family $20)   Donation:  $........... 
 
How did you hear about FNAC?  Please circle:  FRIEND?    OTHER?   Please specify: 


