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October newsletter

This newsletter is a little different
than usual as I was away for much of
September and only returned home
from my adventures to Kangaroo
Island and the Flinders Ranges in
South Australia on the day of the
October meeting. Therefore it does not
contain information about the meeting,

However, the highlight of the tour was
at The Raptor Domain where we had a
bird of prey flight experience, though
the birds did less flying than being
placed on the arms of volunteers for
an even more personal experience,
was the chance to have a Wedge-tailed
Eagle sit on your arm.

which was sent out by email.
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The highlights of my tour were a flight
over Lake Eyre, though the expected
birdlife was still scarce as the birds
are apparently still up in the estuaries.

On Kangaroo Island we were able
to get up close and personal with the
Seal Lion population and since it was
breeding season, there were many

young pups.

This was not for everyone and you had
to pay for the experience but for a mere
$30 I would have paid a lot more.

Nellie was a female 4 kg bird and the
feeling of having her sit on my arm was
the experience of a lifetime.

Alison Milton

Editor
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Newsletter contributions

All members are invited and encouraged to
contribute to the newsletter each month.

If you have an interesting story or photo we would
love to include it in the newsletter. It doesn’t have
to be a local story, maybe it’s something you saw
while travelling or even something sent to you by
a friend.

Perhaps consider a short write-up of the monthly
outing. Others may be able to provide the photos
if you don’t have them.

I’m aiming to select a photo of the month and the
winner can collect a Caramello Koala at the next
monthly meeting. Maybe a larger prize for the
overall photo or story of the year.

I aim to publish the newsletter a week before each
monthly meeting so I have a prepared a table of
the deadlines for receiving stories for each month.

Of course, if you miss the deadline, we can hold it
over for the next month.

Month Contribution deadline
February Monday 27 January
March Monday 24 February
April Monday 31 March
May Monday 28 April
June Monday 26 May
July Monday 30 June
August Monday 28 July
September Monday 25 August
October Monday 29 September
November Monday 27 October
December Monday 24 November
Send your contributions to:
editor@fieldnatsact.com
Alison Milton
Editor

This could be your photo or story!
Blue banded bee waking up.
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Field Nats online
Website

The FieldNats website is a useful resource.

It lists the committee members and provides links
to contact the key people.

The Newsletter page has links to not only the
current, but most past issues of the newsletter.

Keep up-to-date with upcoming events on the
calendar among other useful links.

FaceBook

Did you know that FieldNats now has a FaceBook
page?

John and Janet would love to receive a photo or
two for the FaceBook page. Perhaps an interesting

sighting or photos from an outing. It doesn’t matter
if you also send the same photos to the newsletter.

No deadline for these, just anytime you have
something to share.

Put FaceBook in the subject line and send to
secretary@fieldnatsact.com

FNAC AGM
6 November 2025

Don’t forget our AGM will be held at next month’s
meeting on 6 November. The AGM provides an
opportunity for you to hear about FNAC activities
over the past year and to have your say in how our
association is run and to get involved in shaping its
future. As usual a new committee will be elected
for the coming year.

While we have dedicated members willing to
continue in their current role we encourage and
welcome new nominees. Whether you’ve been
a member for years or have just joined, fresh
perspectives and new ideas are always valued. No
previous committee experience is required —just
enthusiasm and a willingness to contribute!

There are also many other ways to assist. You
might like to submit content for the newsletter or
Facebook page, lead an outing or have a suggestion
for activities or guest speakers.

Offers to assist in any capacity are always greatly
appreciated! Chat to any of the current committee
members or email Janet (secretary@fieldnatsact.
com) for more information

Janet Stein


mailto:editor@fieldnatsact.com
https://fieldnatsact.com/
https://fieldnatsact.com/field-natters/
https://fieldnatsact.com/events/
https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra
https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra
mailto:secretary@fieldnatsact.com

Outing report

Mount Jerrabomberra
outing report

To mark National Wattle Day, Queanbeyan
Landcare and Queanbeyan—Palerang Regional
Council organised a walk at Mount Jerrabomberra
on the Saturday preceding 1 September and Field
Naturalists were invited to participate. The walk
was so well attended, we split into two groups,
one led by Bill Willis and the other by Tom Barker.

Bill and Tom have been involved with
Mt Jerrabomberra for decades and were instrumental
in its conservation. As such, they have a wealth of
historical and ecological knowledge to share, so
they provided many insights, particularly botanical.

Appropriately, the bush was ablaze with the
national floral emblem, as there was a profusion
of Golden Wattle (Acacia pycnantha) in flower.
This was quite interesting to those familiar with
nearby Black Mountain where the species is not
found, yet the geology is similar. The theory for this
difference is that Black Mountain was subjected
to clearing and grazing, causing its seed stock to

be lost, whereas Mt Jerrabomberra was not. Other
wattle species were in flower too, including Early
Wattle (Acacia genistifolia), Silver Wattle (Acacia
dealbata) and Green Wattle (Acacia decurrens).
There was an early Nodding Blue Lily (Stypandra
glauca) in flower and masses of mistletoe in bud.

We turned around at a mixed-age stand of
Red Stringybark (Eucalyptus macrorhyncha),
comprising some large old individuals. Whilst
the trees in the centre were healthy, those on the
edge were suffering die-back. Bill explained this
moisture-sensitive species was dying from the very
top of the crown downward, through a process
called cavitation. He speculates that, because of
increasing water stress as the climate warms and
dries, this species will be one of the early ones (like
a canary-in-the-cage) to retreat to refugia such as
the centre of this stand on Mount Jerrabomberra.

Thank you so much Bill and Tom, and the council.
Q-PRC provided a very generous morning tea after
the walk.

John Stein
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Lerida TSR outing report

On Tuesday 23 September eight members of FNAC
visited Lerida Travelling Stock Reserve, about
10 km west of Collector. This reserve of 25 ha is
on a lower slope, and contains a grassy woodland of
Yellow Box (Eucalyptus melliodora), Candlebark
(E. rubida ssp. rubida) and Blakely’s Red Gum
(E. blakelyi), with Apple Box (E. bridgesiana)
and Red Stringybark (E. macrorhyncha ssp.
macrorhyncha). Silver Wattle (Acacia dealbata)
and Blackwood (4. melanoxylon) were common.

From the gate we followed grassy wheel tracks up a
gentle rise and down to a dam. The ground layer was
predominantly Kangaroo Grass (Themedia sp.),
with Wattle Matrush (Lomandra filiformis ssp.
filiformis), Blue Devil (Eryngium ovinum), Early
Nancy (Wurmbea diocea ssp. diocea) and Bulbine
Lily (Bulbine bulbosa).

The wet conditions were evident in growth of small
Sundews (Drosera peltate), and some liverworts.

Australian Buttercups (Ranunculus lappaceus)
were common, and a hoverfly rested on one for a
long time.
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At the dam there was a chorus of frogs, Spotted
Grass Frogs (Lymnodynastes tasmaniensis),
Common Eastern froglet (Crinia signifera), Plains
Froglet (C. parinsignifera) and an Eastern Banjo
Frog (Limnodynastes dumerilii).

The group noticed that dead trees were evident,
many of them Yellow Box. Some had fallen due to
wet conditions, and some of these were sprouting
vertical stems from the horizontal trunk.

After our BYO lunch in the bush we had a quick
stop at Oakdale Nature Reserve, 3 km west of
Collector. This reserve, high on the ridgeline,
had Candlebark (E. rubida) and Snowgum
(E. pauciflora ssp pauciflora).

John Brickhill and Isobel Crawford

Thank you for leading this very interesting field
trip John, thanks for sharing your expertise John
and Isobel and thanks for the home-baked morning
tea Isobel!

En route we stopped at Pandey Hill Lookout, high
over Lake George. The photos from this location,
include a flowering Peach Heath (Lissanthe
Strigosa).

The last photo is from Oakdale, and shows
snowgums.

The difference between Lerida and nearby Oakdale

was stark, highlighting the effects of elevation and
position in the landscape on vegetation.



Birds recorded at Lerida TSR:

Australian Magpie
Australian Raven
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Brown-headed Honeyeater
Brown Thornbill

Eastern Rosella

Galah

Grey Butcherbird

Grey Fantail

Grey Shrike-thrush
Laughing Kookaburra
Noisy Miner

Red Wattlebird

Rufous Whistler

Striated Pardalote
Sulphur-crested cockatoo
Tree Martin

Weebill

Western Gerygone
White-naped Honeyeater
Whie winged Chough

Yellow-faced Honeyeater

Other vertebrate fauna (not mentioned in text

above)
Spiny Anteater (diggings)
Eastern Grey Kangaroo
Sugar Glider (scratches on tree trunks)
Rabbit (scats)
Brown Hare

Feral Pig (rooting)

Bearded Dragon (basking 4—5 m up a tree trunk)
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possible Lace Monitor (scratchings on tree)

Invertebrates
Australian Painted Lady (butterfly)
Common Grass Blue (butterfly)
caterpillar
Hover Fly
Blue-banded Bee
Dragonfly (at dam)
Damselfly (at dam)

Other plants (not mentioned in text above)
Yellow Star (Hypoxis vaginata/Pauridia vaginata)
Urn Heath (Melichrus urceolatus)

Creeping Bossiaea (Bossiaea prostrata)
Creamy candles (Stackhousia monogyna)
Bears Ears (Cymbonotus lawsonianus)
Australian Buttercup (Ranunculus lappaceus)
Austral Bugle (Adjuga australis)

Hovea linearis

Luzula sp.

Plantago varia
John Stein
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Touring report

Kangaroo Island and Flinders Ranges

I spent the last half of September on a bus tour from
Canberra to Kangaroo Island then from Adelaide
to the Flinders Ranges and back home. This was
actually two separate tours run by Potter Travel
where passengers could fly home from Adelaide
after the eight day Kangaroo Island tour or continue
or fly in for the 11 day Flinders Ranges tour. I chose
to do both.

Adventures from the Kangaroo Island tour are
included elsewhere in the newsletter but another
highlight of the tour was the visit to Seal Bay to
see the seals up close and personal.

These were actually Sea Lions rather than seals.

We had three options at this spot: to walk to lookout
point; take the zig zag path to a viewing point over
the beach or take the beach walk.

We were warned at the very beginning to make
your choice carefully. If taking the beach option this
was a ranger guided walk and there would be no
turning back to go back on your own and the group
must stick together at all times. The sea Lions are
known to frequent the path down to the beach to
take advantage of the warmth on the bitumen path.

There are 40 steps at the bottom of the path leading
to the beach. We were told that we may need to walk
along the beach to find the seals but that the dunes
at the bottom are currently a bit steep so we needed
to be confident of being able to race up them if the
seals headed towards us.

I chose to do the beach walk. The path was lined
on both sides with low shrubs with obvious havens
of where the seals rest out of the sun. We had only
gone half way down when we heard evidence that
the seals were close by under the shrubs. Being
breeding season, there were many cubs. We had to
travel in single file to the platform above the beach
where the steps started.
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There were a number of Sea Lions basking
underneath the platform

At the bottom of the steps we could already see
one sea lion on the beach to the right and many
more on the beach to the left. We could hear them
in under the shrubs and see mums and bubs under
the various sand dunes.

We didn’t need to do the beach walk to find them
after all and we watched the dominant male emerge
from the water to have a confrontation with a rival
and a female. We actually had to retreat up the steps
a bit as the seals approached towards us.

Our timing was perfect as when it was time to head
back it had started to sprinkle with rain so just as
well we hadn’t had to trek along the beach for any
time.

Getting back we found that those who had gone
to the lookout had a female Sea Lion and Hr cubs
approach so close to the fence that they felt they
could have reached out and patted her and the cub.

Alison Milton



Activities

Activities

Friday 24 October - Brindabellas: In search of a solitary bee

Besides the intrinsic intrigue of a native bee that burrows a particular depth into a termite mound
and seems to need a particular plant in the nearby understory, this outing presents an opportunity to
contribute, through citizen science, updated information about that bee. The solitary bee in question is
Leioproctus (Leioproctus) mgrofulvus (Cockerell 1914) (Hymenoptera: Colletidae)). It has been found
to nest exclusively in mounds of the subterranean native termite Coptotermes lacteus (Froggatt 1898),
and adult flights coincide with bloom in Davesia, the native legume on which it forages. Researchers
studied it in the Brindabellas before the wildfires of 2003, and had since rediscovered its presence after
these fires. Now, the question is whether it has survived the wildfires of 2020. This is where our outing
could help. Car-pooling will be offered from Canberra, with 4WD vehicles recommended, as we will
then drive to a location near Piccadilly Circus. Kevin McCue will be leading this fascinating outing.
Please RSVP by using the web form at https://fieldnatsact.com/event/october-outing-brindabellas-in-

search-of-a-solitary-bee/ or by email to John at outings@fieldnatsact.com

The Ligurian Bee

The above is the perfect introduction to my recent
trip to Kangaroo Island, which only has one
introduced bee species. Our tour included a visit
to the Kangaroo Island Ligurian Bee Co.

The Ligurian bee

Kangaroo Island is the oldest bee sanctuary in the
world. Ligurian bees were brought to the island
from Italy in 1884, and was declared a sanctuary
in 1885. The bees were selected because of their
mild temperament, gentleness and productivity. As
Kangaroo Island is 13 kilometres off the coast of
mainland Australia they have been protected from
disease and breeding with other races of honey bee.
As a consequence the Kangaroo Island Ligurian
Bee is the purest strain of Ligurian bee remaining
in the world.

The Kangaroo Island Ligurian Bee Co is a family
owned and operated business based in Kingscote
on Kangaroo Island, South Australia. It was
established by Peter Davis in 2001 as one of the
first organic honey producers. Peter’s passion
wasn’t restricted to just producing honey, he has
always been keen to share his knowledge about
beekeeping, to educate the community and visitors
about the different varieties of honey and ways to
protect the Ligurian bees on Kangaroo Island.

Originally called Island Beehive, the facility at
Kingscote produces up to 90 tonnes of honey each
year. Over 800 hives are moved around Kangaroo
Island according to the flora and seasons.

Alison Milton

Month Speaker

6 November  Alison Russell-French
4 December ?

Brown Honeyeater

In early September there was a report of a Brown
Honeyeater at a pond on my side of town. A rare
visitor to the ACT it had only been reported once
before, also this year, but out near Queanbeyan.

I no longer always chase the rare birds reported on
eBird but as this one is rather rare and on my side
of town I grabbed my camera and headed off.

I had been to this pond before but misremembered
which pond and the closest bus stop, thus I got off
too early but it was a warm day for a walk and I
found quite a lot of birds on the other pond.

Arriving at the right pond I was approaching the
Grevilleas the honeyeater had been reported to be
feeding on when the Magpies suddenly took off
and starting flying round. Looking up I saw them
chasing off a Brown Goshawk. The Goshawk was
determined to hang around despite being harangued
by the maggie so I got some good photos.

I could hear the honeyeater calling and found it in
the Grevilleas as reported. Despite earlier reports
of one bird, I thought I saw two and this was later
confirmed by further visitors over the next couple
of days.

Alison Milton

Topic ‘
Migratory shore birds & AGM
Xmas
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Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra Inc.
A Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra

Who are the Field Naturalists? PO Box 708
The Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra (FNAC) was formed Jamison Centre ACT 2614
in 1981. Our aim is to foster interest in natural history by means
of meetings and regular field outings. Meetings are usually held
on the first Thursday of each month. Outings range from weekend
rambles to long weekends away. Activities are advertised in our
monthly newsletter. We emphasise informality and the enjoyment
of nature. New members are always welcome. If you wish to join
FNAC you would be warmly welcomed.

President: president@fieldnatsact.com

Email: secretary@fieldnatsact.com

Website: www.fieldnatsact.com

Treasurer: treasurer@fieldnatsact.com

Membership: membership@fieldnatsact.com

Newsletter Editor: editor@fieldnatsact.com

Outings Coordinator: outings@fieldnatsact.com

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra

Membership application or renewal

New applications
Please use the membership form page on the web site:

https://fieldnatsact.com/membership

Renewals
Due on 1 July each year (no form needed)
Subscription (Single/Family $25) Donation: S...........

Bank transfer
Account name: Field Naturalists Assoc of Canberra Inc
BSB: 325 185
Account number: 03545251
Reference: Please include your name

If you are unable to complete new applications through the web site, or use bank transfer for payments, please
contact the Membership Secretary at the email address above, or in writing to the address listed.

Monthly meeting venue: Slatyer Room, R. N. Robertson Building, Biology Place, Australian National University

‘: Gould Building

R Alternate parking
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