FIELD NATURALISTS ASSOCIATION
OF CANBERRA INC.

OBJECTS: To foster an interest, an awareness and an understanding
of nature

PRESIDENT: Jenny Bounds, Phone 887 802 (H)

SECRETARY: Patricia Woolcock, Phone 511 246 (H)

ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE: GPO Box 249, Canberra ACT 2601
NEWSLETTER CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Bob Ecclestone, Phone 414 512 (H)

Meetings are held downstairs in the Department of Botany, ANU, on the
first Thursday of each month. Meetings commence at 8.00 pm and are
followed by refreshments.

NEWSLETTER — SEPTEMBER 1989

SEPTEMBER MEETING, THURSDAY 7th

Mark Clements from the Botanical Gardens will speak about orchids. Spring is nearly
here and we will be having a n outing on orchids on Black Mountain in October. Come along
and learn a little more about these plants.

SEPTEMBER OUTING - PIGEON HOUSE - SUNDAY 24 SEPTEMBER

Following our successful bus outings we will be going to the coast, to Pigeon House Mountain
in the Budawangs, for a day trip. You can even climb to the top of Pigeon House if you are
feeling energetic (don't worry, spectacular views of the coast can be obtained from lower
down if you run out of steam!)

Bob Ecclestone will be our trusty bus driver again, but there are only a few places left so
book now. For those coming on the trip on the bus, please be at the NCDC carpark in
Northbourne Avenue, Braddon by 7.30 am SHARP. Bring your lunch and something to drink.
Wear sturdy shoes and bring a warm, waterproof jacket. A thermos for a hot drink on the
way would be handy. We will return to Canberra about 6-7 pm and you will need to arrange
your own transport home. Cars can be left for the day at the NCDC carpark. Those people
who wish to come on the trip by private car should ring Jenny to arrange a meeting time.

NURSERY SWAMP ABORIGINAL ROCK ART SITE

There will be a walk to this site with a local expert but we have been unable to confirm the
date with our leader at the time this Newsletter went to print. We have therefore set a
tentative date, Sunday 10th September, meeting at Tharwa General Store at 9.00 am. Bring
a packed lunch and warm clothing. There is a steep climb at the start of the track, but this is
OK for people of average fitness.

IF YOU ARE COMING ON THIS OUTING, PLEASE RING JENNY on 887802 (after hours) or
SOPHIE on 487701 (business hours) to confirm the date etc.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE:
The next Committee Meeting will be held 5 September at 7.30 pm at the home of Kay Hahne,
5 Gingana Street, Aranda instead of 29 August as originally planned.

AL_L MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE:

This r_nonths mailing will_oome off the new system. The label will say SUBSCRIPTION NOW
DUE if you have not paid. If anyone feels this is not correct, please ring Bob Ecclestone at
home on 414 512.
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DUBBO FIELD NATURALISTS TO VISIT 26-28 JANUARY 1990

This is the return outing for our friends in Dubbo who hosted our successful field trip in
June. We will be providing billet accommodation with members and organizing a program of
outings.

We need:
A co-ordinator to organize billets and the program; this is not a difficult job and you
will have plenty of help;
Members to billet Dubbo people. At this stage expressions of interest would be
appreciated - you don't need to make a firm commitment.
We will try to match you with people of similar age, interest etc. (We did this so
successfully for the trip in June that it was suggested the Dubbo President and | set up a
'matching business'l!)
AUGUST MEETING - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

All office bearing positions were declared vacant.

Following is a list of new or returning office bearers:

min n
PRESIDENT:
Jenny Bounds (renominating) Leonie Andrews/Vince Ford
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT:
Sophie Caton (renominating) Jenny Bounds/Maureen Bell
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT:
Bob Ecclestone (renominating) Jenny Bounds/Leonie Andrews
SECRETARY:
Patricia Woolcock Jenny Bounds/Kay Hahne
TREASURER:
Michael Southwell-Keely (renominating) Jenny Bounds/Bob Cruttwell
COMMITTEE: y
Beth Ford (renominating) (As a group)
Lex Beardsell e Jenny Bounds/Francis Harper
Maureen Bell v
Kay Hahne
Lauris Howes
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:

Kay Hahne, stepping down as Secretary, and taking over from Rosemary Purdie.

LIBRARIAN:
Travis Ecclestone continues.

TEA & COFFEE:
Christine Roach and Pam Fenning together, taking over from June Hornsby.



REPORT

Excursion to Australian National Gallery Sculpture Gardens

On Sunday 13th August twelve FNACs turned out in the brilliant sunshine and crisp morning
air to "discover" the natural history of the Sculpture Gardens. Photographs of the area taken
by Leonie Andrews in the early days of the Gallery showed huge sculptures towering over
spindly saplings, and most other plants hardly visible. Today, planted specimens of River
She-oak (Casuarina cunninghamii), Brittle Gum (Eucalyptus mannifera subsp. maculosa),
Red Box (E. polyanthemos) and Manna Gum (E. viminalis) dwarf even the largest sculptures,
while dense beds of shrubs screen sculpture from sculpture, guide the wanderer, provide
habitat for many bird species and give a backdrop rich in texture and colour.

A map of the original landscape design for the Sculpture Garden showed three distinct areas -
the Winter Garden, Spring Garden and Summer Garden - linked by shrub beds, walkways and
"woodlands". Early flowering shrubs such as Acacia iteaphylla and Acacia boormanii
provided dense yellow blossoms in the Winter Garden area in the vicinity of the Rodin
sculpture. Other species provided a smattering of other colours amongst the yellow and
green: Stypandra glauca (blue), various types of Grevillea (red), and Hakea, Eriostemon
myoporoides, Astartea fascicularis and Correa alba (white).

There was less in flower in the Spring Garden area near the Pukamani Poles, but dense beds
of acacias, grevilleas, leptospermums, baeckias, callistemons and many other shrubs
promised a spectacular flower display in a month or two. One plant of interest in the Spring
area was a specimen of Acacia buxifolia, a common species on Black Mountain but nowhere as
tall, robust or covered in foliage as dense as the specimen at the Gallery!

The Summer Garden is centred on the Marsh Pond near the Melanesian Slit Gongs. Dense
plantings of River She-oak trees 10-15 metres tall blocked out the sun as we walked past
the fog sculpture apparatus - fine in summer but a bit chilly at the time! The Marsh Pond
was looking somewhat bedraggled, with many of the plants having died off during winter and
still awaiting warmer weather before commencing new growth. The aquatic, free-floating
fern Azolla which was common on the water surface appeared not to have been affected by the
cold weather at all.

We wandered back towards the entrance past a spectacular Acacia shrub none of us could
identify, low Micromyrtus shrubs covered in buds, wondering how much taller the She-oaks
and Manna Gums would be given another 7-8 years of growth, and whether mistletoe would
eventually be introduced to the trees by birds. Apart from just enjoying the wide range of
species planted in the gardens, it was an inspiration for those would-be gardeners in the
group seeing what they could potentially achieve in their own gardens in iess than a decade.
We obtained a final view of the Sculpture Gardens from the 7th floor of the Gallery, sipping
hot coffee by courtesy of the FNAC's who were members of ANG.

For those FNAC members who would like more detail about the Sculpture Garden for their
own rambles there, a plan showing the proposed plantings and species lists are available
from the FNAC library. Don't expect fo find everything in the lists actually growing though
- it appears not all species were eventually used, while other species not in the original plan
have been planted extensively in some places.

Rosemary Purdie



WISDOM FROM DUBBO: OUR NATURAL HERITAGE

Ted Walton of the Dubbo Field Nats Group has prepared a series of articles on "Our Natural
Heritage" which we will be including in our FNAC newsletters over the next few months.
This is instaliment 2, but | have the feeling it should have been the first one in the series
instead of the article in our July issue - sorry about that!

OUR _NATURAL HERITAGE

WHAT IS IT?

Our natural heritage is of prime importance to =all.
It is the means of providing all our food, material for
our buildings and our many methods of transport. It was
here before we came and should remain forever. Unfort-
unately, man with his so-called progress, has exploited
and ruined much of our natural heritage. Our aims should-
be to think and work in harmony with nature. Not against
it, as nature will surely fight back!

()é}? The basis is soil, water, light and air,
each of these have been literally devastated
since the 1950's. We now hear of mankind
trying to heal the wounds from earlier
degradation, expléitation, and greed. -There
are endless efforts being made to repair these
by organisations like Soil Conservation, Water
Conservation, and Anti-Pollution groups.

The Ozone layer is spoken of freely now
that it is already out of control. Trees are
slaughtered for many reascns, and this is
(depleting the oxygen for all the animal
kingdon.

In the following chapters, I will
endeavour 40 expand on each of the three bases.

(«\\r’—'\ SOIL

Of the three basics I mentioned, the foremost would be soil. It is the
container of all the minerals necessary for the vegetable znd animal kingdoms.
It also provides mankind with everything except water, which it holds underground
and gives much by way of springs.

In the soil there are innumerable fauna, ranging in size from microscopic
to worms, crickets, etc. There are many types of bacteria, good and bad, doing
battle out of sight. The soil is also used for burrowing animals to make homes,
eat roots and store food. Many hibernating animals do so underground where the
temperature remains more constant.

Above the so0il, we have vegetation ranging from the smallest grasses to the
largest trees, all needing the soil for the roots to gather their requirements.
From the soil man has taken everything he can get, without thought of the damage
he causes to other things. I will discuss mining and farming later.



LETTER

The following is a copy of a letter that has recently come to us concerning the Australian Alps
World Heritage Nomination. It is included here for the interest and action of our members.

NATIONAL PARKS ASSOCIATION OF
THE AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY INC.

Ph: 571063

G.P.0. BOX 457
CANBERRA 2601

e F1e] tion of L,anbc:m 3,
r5F Ry
_anberra oo
25 5l SA7T
AUSTRe o PS5 WAL D HERITAGE NOMINATION

THe Australlan aipine Region constitutes an ares of priceles
2 all +our criteria for inscripticn to the kWor

&m0 Australian Alps World Heritage Nomination Proposal has been preparsd by Dr.

v. noted goegrapher and conservationist. His summary ot

on is that:

-+or the nomination is the ARlps’ sclerophylil vegetation The area is

4 terms of 1ts domnination by about 50 species of tf dist_z'n::t_ive : '

ptus genus which developed during Australia’s isoclation following 1ts
from Gondwana. It iIs the best.area in the world for showing t

speciatiocn and the conservation areas of the Alps have the least disturbed
= +
&

e successful. passage .ot legislation in Victoria for the creation of an Alpine
Nati»:mafi_ Par¥ ‘has removed one af the final barriers to the nomination. In

cember 1989 when the Park is gazetted a reglon of contiguous naLlonal parks
retching from Mansfield to Canberra will have been created.

The National Parks Associations of the AC,T,' Victoria and NSW, and the
Australian National Parks Council have been working together" to gain official
endorsement for the nomination. A letter has bgen sent to Senator Richardson
urging that; & public policy pledge to support World Heritage Listing for the
Alpine Region of Sovith—Eastern Australia be Iincluded in the Government's
Environm=antal Statement: Senator Richardson has indicated that he will
support World Heritage Nominations which are worthy and have the support of of
the relevant state and/or Territory Govevnments.

To enswre ihe nomination receives the attentlon it justifies, government bodies
and polititians need to be made aware of the support within the community.

I urge your organisation to support the nomination by drafting appropriate
letters to:

- The l—bnot.lr'able Graham Richardson; Federal Env:.r‘onment Minister

; Suite MG61 Parliament House, Canberra, ACT, 2600 :

- Ms Rosemary Folletts Chief Minister ACT Leglslatlve Assembly,
P.0. Box 1020, Canberra, ACT,” 2601

Your co—operancn .now oh th:.s matter w:.ll be .mvaluable in the achlevement oF
world Heritage status for, ‘the Australi Alps.' e £

Your's slncergly‘



ODDS'N'ENDS

FOUND: An umbrella was left behind at one of our meetings. If you think it may be yours,
see Jenny at a meeting or ring her, 887802 (home).

NEWSLETTER

Contributions to the newsletter (for the next two months - while Kay is on a personal
assignment to get spectacular photos of the Grand Canyon, USA !l) can be handed in at the
meetings or sent to the following address:

Loris Howes
5 Howarth Place
Chapman ACT 2611
Tel. 887528

Deadline for the October ncwsletter is Friday, 26th September .



FIELD NATURALISTS ASSOCIATION of CANBERRA Incorporated
The Field Naturalists Association of Canberra was formed in 1981. The aim of the club is to
stimulate interest in the natural history of the ACT through regular meetings and field outings.
Meetings are usually held on the first Thursday of each month for an exchange of information and
to hear an invited speaker. Field outings are also planned each month and range from day outings
to long weekends and camping. The emphasis is on informality and fun.

New members are always welcome, especially family groups and young people. Information on
our activities is circulated in the monthly newsletter which is sent to all members.

If you wish to join FNAC, please complete the form below, and send it with the appropriate
subscription to:

The Secretary

FNAC

G P O Box 249 : e _
" Canberra "ACT- 2601 1+ Ly T be Aaiss € b ricdiy

RN RN RINIE T i e e e b e o S i A ) e i
FIRST HBME . . ie irirains s aes s s e aiw b s bhaw s th as s was o ae s gl S . T

If a family membership, please include the first names of other members of the family:

..............................................................................

PHONE. MOBIE. .. . i dis e nivans s WEE. . .o il e S v vt b

SUBSCRIPTION ENCLOSED: $......... i

Single $12; Family $12; Concessicn $6 (avallable to pensioners and full-time students)

AREAS OF INTEREST:
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