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Why conserve high-country bogs? — for

peats sake!

Speaker: Ben Keaney

What are bogs? Why are they important? What threats do they have? What will
they be like in the future? Do we need to rethink how we manage bogs? And if

g :r so, how? Dr Ben Keaney is a researcher at the ANU. As a palaeo-ecologist he
~ 2 has studied the long-term vegetation changes in different peatlands through-out
< the Australian Alps for more than two decades. He also worked as a consultant in
o '5 both Kosciuszko and Namadgi National Parks following the 2020 fires and is the
@ < executive director of GeoArchaeology Peatland Consultants. In in his spare time
O " he loves to wander through mires, and coach wrestling.
“

|_

z

L

(&)

z

o

w

=

O <

35
pz4

Contents

Newsletter contributions

Field Nats online

FNAC AGM 6 November 2025

Spring is (not quite) here

Megafauna at the ANBG

Rosella diet

Outing to Campbell Park Woodland Reserve

Scientists discover sex reversal in kookaburras and lorikeets
The Guide to the Australian Capital Territory’s Wildlife
Book review

Raffle prizes

Activities

54th Black Mountain spring wildflower ramble

FIELD NATTER

FIELD NATURALISTS’ ASSOCIATION OF CANBERRA
OIS W WD



Newsletter contributions

All members are invited and encouraged to
contribute to the newsletter each month.

If you have an interesting story or photo we would
love to include it in the newsletter. It doesn’t have
to be a local story, maybe it’s something you saw
while travelling or even something sent to you by
a friend.

Perhaps consider a short write-up of the monthly
outing. Others may be able to provide the photos
if you don’t have them.

I’m aiming to select a photo of the month and the
winner can collect a Caramello Koala at the next
monthly meeting. Maybe a larger prize for the
overall photo or story of the year.

I aim to publish the newsletter a week before each
monthly meeting so I have a prepared a table of
the deadlines for receiving stories for each month.

Of course, if you miss the deadline, we can hold it
over for the next month.

Article

FNAC AGM 6 November 2025

The AGM provides an opportunity for members
to hear about FNAC activities over the past year
and to have a say in how we operate. As usual a
new committee will be elected for the coming year.
New nominees are always welcome but there are
also many other ways to assist. You might like
to submit content for the newsletter or Facebook
page, lead an outing or have some suggestions
for activities or guest speakers. Offers to assist
in any capacity are always greatly appreciated!
Chat to any of the current committee members or
email Janet (secretary(@fieldnatsact.com) for more
information.

Upcoming FNAC Committee meetings

The date of the upcoming FNAC Committee
meeting is now available on the committee page of

our website (https://fieldnatsact.com/committee/).

Agenda items can be emailed at any time to Janet
(secretary(@fieldnatsact.com). Note that the next
committee meeting is scheduled for 18 October.

Janet Stein

Month Contribution deadline
October Monday 29 September
November Monday 27 October
December Monday 24 November

Send your contributions to:
editor@fieldnatsact.com

Alison Milton
Editor

Field Nats online
Website

The FieldNats website is a useful resource.

It lists the committee members and provides links
to contact the key people.

The Newsletter page has links to not only the
current, but most past issues of the newsletter.

Keep up-to-date with upcoming events on the
calendar among other useful links.

FaceBook

Did you know that FieldNats now has a FaceBook
page?

John and Janet would love to receive a photo or
two for the FaceBook page. Perhaps an interesting
sighting or photos from an outing. It doesn’t matter
if you also send the same photos to the newsletter.

No deadline for these, just anytime you have
something to share.

Put FaceBook in the subject line and send to
secretary(@fieldnatsact.com
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Spring is (not quite) here

On Friday, 22 August I noticed native bees on
my flowering Leionema bush for the first time
this season. Also present were hover flies and at
least two praying mantises.

A foray over the next few days found that the
insects and beetles are back. In particular I found
jewel beetles in an Acacia not far from home.

My local Butcherbird has returned. The female
first appeared five years ago and was quite friendly,
coming down to the deck to take food, but then I
switched from raw meat to dog meatballs and she
no longer visited. I thought that perhaps it was a
different bird I was hearing for a couple of years.
However, hearing them again recently I switched
back to raw meat and the female immediately
swooped down to take the food.

She had brought a male in the past who was very
shy. He also appeared but again was very shy,
swooping, grabbing and flying off.

The female only appeared once but every day
since the male has come back and has become

less shy. I’'m hoping this means that the female
has a nest somewhere nearby.

I watch and wait in hope.
Alison Milton
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Activities

Megafauna at the ANBG

fter leading a very popular megafauna outing

at the Australian National Botanic Gardens
last year, Bronwyn Saunders offered to do it again
this year.

Saturday 26 July was the chosen day, but rain was
forecast, so Bronwyn made backup plans to give a
presentation in a dry seminar room. However, just
before our starting time of 9:30, the showers eased.
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A decision was made to walk, and it was a good call!
Hardly a spot of rain fell and Bronwyn gave her talk
in the field, appropriately in front of the exhibits.

The attendees had a very enjoyable morning, learning
much new information from Bronwyn. Everyone
appreciated her engaging style of presentation too,
full of humour and wit. Discussions continued at

Although birds weren’t the focus of the morning, we
were delighted to pass by a flock of 11 Red-browed
Finches feeding on the ground.

— John Stein

the Pollen Cafe afterwards.

In recent weeks I’ve noticed
Eastern Rosellas visiting my back
deck. As I don’t have any bird
seed out there I didn’t know what
was attracting them.

A few years ago I had a female
Butcherbird visit my deck and
I would leave meat out for it. It
stayed for a few years and a shy
male also visited one year.

I have been hearing butcherbirds
in the neighbour for the last
couple of years but they were
no longer coming to the deck so
I presumed they were different
ones as even though I left dog
meat balls on the railing for them,
they never visited.

However, hearing them again
recently I decided to put meat out
instead of the meatballs. Almost
immediately, the female flew

Rosella diet

down and took it. Seems she just
didn’t like meatballs or didn’t
recognise them as food.

The female is quite tame but the
next day the shy male came down
again and after some hesitation
also took some food.

A few hours later looking out
my study window I noticed two
Eastern Rosellas on the railing.
Curious as to what was attracting
them I looked out the kitchen
window and to my surprise, they
were eating the meat.

Surprised, I Googled whether
Rosellas eat meat and was
surprised to find the answer
is yes, they do eat insects and
lizards.

Last week I found that insects
had infiltrated a large bag of alae

wafers for my bristlenose fish. As
there were many live larval grubs
I put the wafers in a colander to
shake them out but then put the
colander out on the back deck
hoping the cold nights would kill
any remaining larvae.

So perhaps it was the remaining
larvae in these wafers that had
been attracting the Rosellas.

Alison Milton
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Outing to Campbell Park Woodland Reserve

On the morning of 9 August, a dozen field
naturalists enjoyed a ramble in Campbell, through
the Campbell Park Woodland Reserve and into Mt
Ainslie Nature Reserve.

We first passed by ancient Blakelys Red Gums,
and then ancient Yellow Boxes. Some of these
giant trees had died, and some of the living trees
were really struggling. Drought years before 2020,
followed by wet years after, have no doubt led to
much stress. However, there were still magnificent
individuals that seemed healthy, and among the
wonderful habitat provided by senescing trees, there
was a sea of saplings.

Unfortunately, St John’s Wort was rampant on the
lower slopes. This gave as an incentive to head into
Mt Ainslie Reserve and up to higher ground where
the Wort petered out.

Here we found native ground covers and more
structural complexity in the understory.

September 2025

One little rocky outcrop had nice moss, lichens and
Resurrection ferns.

Lichen photos: Dianne Clarke

Another highlight was finding a cluster of
Kurrajongs.

An early-arriving cuckoo had been heard by Sandra
before the rest of us had assembled. It was a Shining
Bronze Cuckoo.



Photo: Alison Milton

Grey Butcherbirds were seen near the start of the
walk, but things were fairly quiet until we reached
our turning point higher up the hill. In an opening, a
large mixed flock of small birds flew through. There
were Weebills in the canopy and Yellow-rumped
Thornbills on the ground, and excitingly for many
of us, some Brown-headed Honeyeaters.

Photo: Sandra Henderson

We were fortunate to have participants providing
insights about birds, insects and plants. Bill brought

Photo: Alison Milton

along a plant species list he’d previously compiled
and gave us much botanical information.

Photo: Dianne Clarke

Thanks to everyone for sharing your gems of
wisdom.

John Stein
Bird list - Sandra Henderson

Australian Magpie: 1
Australian Raven: 1
Australian Wood Duck: 4
Brown-headed Honeyeater: 8
Common Starling: 10
Crimson Rosella: 6

Galah: 2

Grey Butcherbird: 2

Grey Fantail: 1

Noisy Miner: 11

Spotted Pardalote: 4
Striated Pardalote: 5
Striated Thornbill: 6
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo: 8
Weebill: 8

White-eared Honeyeater: 1
White-winged Chough: 8
Yellow-rumped Thornbill: 2

All photos by John Stein unless otherwise indicated/
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Scientists discover sex reversal in kookaburras

A new study reported by the
Guardian found that sex reversal
mightbe acommon and potentially
widespread phenomenon among
bird species. Researchers found
that 24 of the 480 birds tested
had a mismatch between the
genetic sex determined from
their DNA and their reproductive
organs. Most of these birds were
genetically female but had male

and lorikeets

reproductive organs. Sex reversal
rates across the five Australian
species tested (kookaburras,
crested pigeons, rainbow
lorikeets, scaly-breasted lorikeets
and magpies) ranged from 3
to 6.3% with likely impacts on
reproductive success.

While it was not known what
was causing the sex reversals,

anthropogenic, endocrine-
disrupting, chemicals were
suggested as the most likely
reason, raising concerns for bird
populations already threatened by
climate change, habitat clearance
and plastic pollution.

Read the article by Graham
Readfearn on The Guardian
web site.

Wildlife

The Guide to the Australian Capital Territory’s

LS new wildlife gnide by Angus MeNabhas
been printed! This is the
only comprehensive field
guide covering every
species of amphibian,
reptile, mammal, and bird
found in the ACT — a
region rich in natural
diversity but often
overlooked in wildlife
literature.

The book features:

* All 349 species of ACT-resident amphibians
(16), reptiles (57), mammals (58), and birds
(218)

*  Over 1,000 photographs, showcasing males,
females, juveniles, subspecies, and colour
morphs.

THE GUIDE TO THE

AUSTRALIAN
CAPITAL
TERRITORY’S
WILDLIFE

» Detailed species profiles: species descriptions,
habitats, seasonality, similar species
conservation notes, and more.

» Additional coverage of 104 vagrant species,
14 extinct species, and 26 introduced/invading
species.

* C(lear, easy-to-read design aimed at everyone
from beginners to experienced naturalists.

The guide is 312 pages, published by 40 South
Publishing. Angus is self-distributing this edition
and would be happy to post copies directly.

I’ve been in touch with Angus and he is still

working out details of distribution and trying to
get it into bookshops, nurseries and gardens.

The best way to purchase a copy is to send an
email to mcnabangus@hotmail.com

Let him know how many copies you would like,
if you would like it signed, if you would like it
made out to someone, and the name and address
for delivering.

He will provide payment details via email, and
will provide a tracking number once the book is
posted.

The books are $59.95 plus postage, roughly $14
through Australia post.

Alternatively, if members are interested in
purchasing this book I’'m happy to organise a bulk
order , which will reduce the postage cost from
around $14 per book to $40 for 10 books.

Alison Milton
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Book review

Book review

Moyal, Ann (2010). Platypus: The Extraordinary Story of How a Curious Creature Baffled the World.

Allen & Unwin

nature

il WEEKLY

Yoo M 0 daraary | Pty 108 130
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PLATYPUS

August was the Platypus
Month. The ACT government
and Waterwatch organise this
month-long annual event to
raise awareness about platypus
conservation.

It is by pure chance that [
stumbled upon this book in a
secondhand bookstore and read
it this month. Once begun, the
book hooked me. A creature
that I had only seen in pictures
left me utterly baffled by its
extraordinary life.

Platypus is an enigma. It is
a marsupial mammal with
inconspicuous mammary glands
and a furry body. And, it also has
a duckbill, webbed forelimbs,
and lays eggs like birds. Yet,
for excretion and reproduction,
it has a common opening, the
cloaca, like reptiles. It also has
poisonous spurs on its hind
limbs. The platypus is the only
venomous mammal in Australia.
No antivenin for platypus venom
is available yet.

Fossil evidence points out that
they have been inhabiting the
Earth for the last 100 million
years. They diverged early from
other mammalian ancestors
and had an almost complete
geographic isolation in eastern
Australia and Tasmania. This
also gave an inspiration for
Darwin to form his theory of
natural selection. Darwin even
had a chance to see the platypus
in New South Wales during his
historic journey.

The Platypus’s menagerie of
mammalian, avian and reptilian
characters remained a puzzle
ever since the first stuffed
specimens reached Europe in
the late eighteenth century. Many
distinguished scientists from
the United Kingdom, France,
and Germany - from Cuvier to
Richard Owen - tried to unravel
the secrets of this extraordinary
creature from the Southern
Hemisphere. This quest led to
rich tales of intrigue, adventure,
exploration, breakthroughs, and
rivalries. Moyal successfully
takes the reader through these
different eras of discoveries
and the personal lives, joys, and
agonies of those great scientists.
This makes the book an absolute
delight to read.

Many exciting parts stand out
when [ think of this book. The
final full-proof evidence, after
years of observations and studies,
that the platypus is oviparous,
was one among them.

Platypuses may be the most
reclusive of mammals, which
makes it hard to breed them

in captivity. The person who
did that for the first time,
Henry Burrell, was not really
a professional zoologist, but an
amateur naturalist. The story of
his life and his “platypusary” is
so thrilling to read.

But the part which thrilled me
the most was about the discovery
of “electroperception” in the
platypus. In 1985, scientists from
Germany and the Australian
National University, found out the
secret behind the extraordinary
sensitivity of the platypus to
its surroundings, which Burrell
called a “sixth sense”. They
discovered that the platypus’
bill has thousands of nerve
cells which connect directly to
the surface of its brain (giving
it a short reaction time), and
surprisingly, these nerve cells
communicate directly through
electric charge rather than
neurotransmitters! This unique
evolutionary marvel gives the
platypus its unusual sensitivity
and the “sixth sense” to detect
electric charge. Shrimps, their
main prey generate an electric
charge as they move, which
the platypus can sense from a
distance. This groundbreaking
discovery of “electroperception”
was published in Nature in
1986, with its cover page, the
enigmatic platypus!

In short, I thoroughly enjoyed
this book and highly recommend
it to all interested field naturalists.

Alex Jose

Raffle prizes

The monthly raffle is our is our only fund-raising event and is funded through members’ generous
donations, mostly consisting of items no longer needed or wanted at home. Fresh garden produce
is also highly prized. Please go through your cupboards for all those little items you no longer use or
want and bring them along to donate as raffle prizes.
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Activities

Activities

Friday 3 October, 9 am, Wandiyali~Environa Wildlife Sanctuary
Carolyn Larcombe, has kindly offered to host Field Naturalists on a guided walk at this private sanctuary
on the Old Cooma Road, just south of Googong. Car-pooling welcomed.
https://fieldnatsact.com/event/october-outing-wandiyalienvirona-wildlife-sanctuary/

Friday 24 October, 9 am, Brindabellas In search of a solitary bee: Kevin McCue
Besides the intrigue of a native bee that burrows a particular depth into a termite mound and seems
to need a particular plant in the nearby understory, this outing presents an opportunity to contribute,
through citizen science, updated information about that bee post-fires. The meeting place will be near
Piccadilly Circus. Car-pooling would be appropriate.
https://fieldnatsact.com/event/october-outing-brindabellas-in-search-of-a-solitary-bee/

54th Black Mountain spring wildflower ramble
Saturday 11 October , 9.30 am sharp to 12:00 pm or later

Celebrate the spring flowering on beautiful Black Booking is essential to ensure we have enough
Mountain with a social ramble appreciating guides. Please use this booking link:
wildflowers in the tradition established by Nancy . :

Burbidge, continued by George Chippendale, and
then Jean Geue. Discover the surprising diversity
of tiny orchids, bush peas, wattles and billy buttons
on easy bush tracks with experienced guides and
good company. All springs are not the same. The
pattern remains but timing and abundance vary
with the weather; after the weather we have had
this year we are anticipating a special display of
flowers. Friends of Black Mountain welcomes
everyone, be they experts or those who have
never slowed down to see the somewhat cryptic
diversity. We plan several guides, with helpers,
who will take different directions.

Please allow time to park and walk to the meeting

point.

There will be some books for cash sale, including
Black Mountain a natural history of a Canberra
icon by lan Fraser and Rosemary Purdie.

Meet at Belconnen Way entry just before Caswell
Drive turnoff - watch for balloons or banners

BYO morning tea, water, hat, sunblock and stout
shoes.

This will help us to contact you if changes are
needed at short notice (e.g. bad weather).

If you have problems with that link, email names,
addresses, and mobile phone numbers of each
person you book.

Linda Beveridge
Convenor, Friends of Black Mountain

(wontn —|spoaker ______Jpic |

4 September
2 October
6 November

Ben Keaney

Carolyn Larcombe
Alison Russell-French
4 December ?

Page 8 — Field Natter September 2025

Bogs and Fen in the High Country
Wandiyali~Environa Wildlife Sanctuary
Migratory Shore Birds and AGM

Xmas
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Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra Inc.
A Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra

Who are the Field Naturalists? PO Box 708
The Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra (FNAC) was formed Jamison Centre ACT 2614
in 1981. Our aim is to foster interest in natural history by means
of meetings and regular field outings. Meetings are usually held
on the first Thursday of each month. Outings range from weekend
rambles to long weekends away. Activities are advertised in our
monthly newsletter. We emphasise informality and the enjoyment
of nature. New members are always welcome. If you wish to join
FNAC you would be warmly welcomed.

President: president@fieldnatsact.com

Email: secretary@fieldnatsact.com

Website: www.fieldnatsact.com

Treasurer: treasurer@fieldnatsact.com

Membership: membership@fieldnatsact.com

Newsletter Editor: editor@fieldnatsact.com

Outings Coordinator: outings@fieldnatsact.com

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FieldNaturalistsAssociationCanberra

Membership application or renewal

New applications
Please use the membership form page on the web site:

https://fieldnatsact.com/membership

Renewals
Due on 1 July each year (no form needed)
Subscription (Single/Family $25) Donation: S...........

Bank transfer
Account name: Field Naturalists Assoc of Canberra Inc
BSB: 325 185
Account number: 03545251
Reference: Please include your name

If you are unable to complete new applications through the web site, or use bank transfer for payments, please
contact the Membership Secretary at the email address above, or in writing to the address listed.

Monthly meeting venue: Slatyer Room, R. N. Robertson Building, Biology Place, Australian National University

‘: Gould Building

R Alternate parking

Q
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